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Chapter 1
HISTORTCAL MILIEU FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COLLEGE

Although Roanoke Bible College officially began in September, 1948,
ite history began long before that natal day. Hence, no understanding of
the college can be gained until one has first traced that current of men
and events that led to Monday, September 13, 1918, when the first school
year began,

In order to trace this current, one starts with the introduction
of the principles of the Restoration Movement into eastern North Caroclina
and follows this through the growth among the Baptists and eventually into
the vigorous Roancke District of the Churches of Christ.

The current continues with the establishment of Atlantic Christian
College for the training of a leadership, Liberalism wrested this school
from Bible-believing Christians and also brought division within the ranks
of the Roanoke District. In that majority of congregations that stayed
with the Roancke District, a scarcity of preachsrs de#eloped; several
attempts were made to f£ill this need with preacher-training schools. All
—of these schools were shoxt lived.

The Roanoke District then brought to the area a man pre-eminently
qualified to establish a successful school., George BorDurant, who came
as Roanoke District Bvangelist in 1948, and his wife Sarah had founded
Atlanta Christian College after four earlier unsuccessful attempts to
establish a Bible college in Georgia. To uwnderstand Roanoke, one must
have a knowledge of the background of this couplé.
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Finally, one needs to see BonDurant's work as District evangelist
and the birth of a plan to start a Bible college in Elizabeth City with
the subsequent brezsk this brought.with leaders of the Roancke District.

When one has traced this current of men and events, he then is at
s point that he can understand the history of Roanoke Bible College.

Roanoke Bible College is a part of the Restoration Movement, an
effort begun in the early years of the nineteenth century to restore
wnity to a divided Christendom by a return to the Scriplures as the norm.
Thig movement began on the frontier of America at the time: western
Pennsylvania and middle Kentucky. Hence, the ideas of a restoration were
carried west as the nation expanded in that direction. Oﬁly slbwly did
the ideas penetrate back east.l |

Tracing the beginnings of the Restoration Movement in North Caro-

lina is not an easy task. C. G, Ware in his North Carolina Disciplesg of

Christ labors with the task extensively, yet leaves the reader somewhat
perplexed as to exact beginnings. Ware makes no mention of the work of
James 0'Ke11y.2 He does record that ministers of the Christian Connection,
0'Kelly's movement, were welcomed "joyfully" as messengexs by the Free
Will Conference of 1829, as recorded in the minutes of that meeting, "the
earliest such records accessible.“3 Between 1831 and 1836, the Bethel
Free Will Conferénce of North Caroline slowly moved to the Restoration

pogition. In 1829, a motion to require all their ministers to confess

 pnyone unfamiliar with the history and principles of the Resto-

vation Movement should consult James D, Muwch, Chrigtians Only (Cincin-
nati: Standard Publishing, 1962).

2See Murch, pp. 32, 33.

30. . Ware, Worth Carolina Disciples of Christ (St. Louig: Chris-
+ian Board of Publication, 1927), p. 9l.




3

their adherence to Free Will Baptist principles and practices logt over—
vhelmingly., Two years later the Free Will Baptist designation was dropped
from the name of the conference.h At their anmual conference in 18Lk,
they proposed "a convention for the purpose of effecting union between
Churches of Christ represented in this conference, and such other churches
of Christ as are willing to unite on 'the Faith once delivered to the
Saints.‘"s- |

Another such group of churches was the union meeting of the Dis-
ciples of Christ. In 1831, representatives from five Baptist churches of
the Neuse and Kehukee associations met at Little Sister Church, neax
Kinston, in what one of North Carolina's earliest Restoration editors
called "he earliest general meeting of Disciples in Noxth Carolina."6
In 1833, three of the delegates a%b this meeting were excluded from their
pulpits by the Neuse Association becauge they '"have embraced, and are
now in the habit of preaching, doctrines which are deemed not only hereti-
cal, but subversive of the peace and best intercsts of our Church, viz.:
the fundamental views of a certain Mr., Campbell . . . ."7 The same yeaxr,
the Kehukee Association struck two of the chuwches from their list and
vesolved to "disapprobate the conduct™ of some of the members of a
thir&.g The problem in the Kehukee Association was the opposition by
gome to the Philadelphia Confession of Faith, especially ibs predestina-

tion and foreordination., General William Clark, one of -those excluded

hWare, p. 92, Sware, p. 93.
6W'are, p. 86, quoting J, T. Walsh. 7Ware, p. 87,

8ware, p. 83.




from the pulpits in the Neuse and a leader in the congregations in the
Kehukee that were stricken, was a reader of Alexander Campbell's periodi-

cal, Millennial Harbinger.? Yet, he wrote in 1851 that he had reached

the conclusions on his own, adopting the Bible as "being alone suffi-
cient fox Christians," and although he had been accused of being a Camp-
bellite, he said, "This was nobt ftrue, for we @id not knog ghgt you
(Alexander Campbell) taught.“lg

Representatbives from the Union Meeting of the ﬁisciples of Christ
and from the Bethel Conference met at Hookerton May 2, 1846, and agreed
in order to the conversion of the woxld to pure and undefiled religion"
that they would unite an& form one body, meeting annually, to be known as
The Bethel Conference and Union Meeting of the Disciples of Christ. They
were to have no rule of faith and practice except the Bible and c¢laim no
name except Christians or Disciples of Christ and the churches were to be
¥nown as Churches of Christ.l1 Each congregation, then, was to ratify
these actions in order o make them valid. There were now 30 congregations,
tofalling 1859 members, with 26 preachers. The churches were located in
twelve counties: Beaufort, Carteret, Craven, Greene, Hyde, Johnston,
Jones, lLenoir, Martin, Pamlico, Pitt, and Sampson.12

None of these congregations was north of the Albemarle Sound.
Dr. B. P. Hall, who had been converted by reading the Campbell-lMcCalla
debate, became minister of the Edenton Baptist Church in the summer of

1833, In the fall, he invited Thomas Campbell to return home with him

from s meeting in Richmond, Virginia. Caumpbell preached for the church,

9Hare, p. 86.. 10ware, p. 89, 11ware, p. 9.

1%hxe,p.96.




and stayed in Edenton for three months. He was attacked mercilessly by
the former minister, Thomas Mewvedith, who was also editor of the first

Baptist paper in the state, Biblical Inﬁerpreter.l3 Meredith led the actions

of the Yeopim Union Meeting to exclude the Disciple adherents in Edenton
from “all privileges, responsibilities, and relations of the union meet-
ing." Meredith also recommended the passing of their resolutions to guard
their'members ageingt the “Gam.pbellites.“lLL

In a few years, however, Meredith's position on baptism for the
remigsion of sins begsn to bond toward Campbell's. Historian Ware
believes that Meredith's progressiveness "averted much potential defection
to the Disciples from tﬁe Baptists in Noxrth Carolina.“l5 Thomag Waff,
who had housed Thomes Campbell in Edenton, beceme a preacher for the Chowan
Baptist Association., Quinton H, Trotman, most influential of their preachers
and their leading evangelist, preached baptism "for the remission of sins
with all the clarity and emphasis of the Disciples.“16 The 1849 annual
neeting of the Bethel Conference and Union appointed fwo delegates to
represent the body at the Chowan Association. At the same meeting, the
Disciples, in response to an appeal by Dr. Wheeler for support for the
new girls' school at Murfreesboro, provided two trustees for this Bapltist
school, and invited Dr. Wheeler to visit Disciple churches to solicit
support for it.l7 This friendly exchange continued for five or six

years, until some Baptists became worried. The Biblical Recorder began

to attack fraternity between the two groups, and the Christians returned

in kind. One Baptist wrote in 1859: "I believe it is the established

Llater called Baptist Recorder. lhware, pp. 57-6h.

1SWare, p. 75. 16Ware, p. 99. 17ware, p. 99.
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belief of Baptists generally, in Noxth Carolina, and probably in Virginia,
that the Chowan Baptist Association ministers, are in the main, Campbel-
lites.“18 At the Chowan meeting in May, 1859, a reaction was forced.
They voted to acknowledge the original articles of faith under which they
had been founded. Thus, there died the Disciple movement north of the
Albhemarle Sound.l9
Over twenty years later, in the 1880's, evangelists came %o
Perquimans and Currituck counties. Congregations were established during
that decade at Powell's Point, Bethlehem, and Berea.2o The following
decade, a Disciple evangelist said of Elizabeth City, "There is no more
important point among us for the building of a church than this one,“21
but it was not uatil 1919 that a congregation was established there.22
Early leadership in these congregations was furnished largely by
uneducated men.23 To train leadewship for the congregafions, Atlantic
Christian College in Wilson enrolled its first students on September 3,
1902.2LL Although this was the culminaftion of a number of private efforts
of Disciples in North Carolina, it was the first collective effort and
resulted from work of The North Carolina Missionary Convention. As early

as 1856, one leader had moved that "it be recommended to the churches of

this body, the propriety and importance of‘educating pious young men for

19

18W3re, p. 100. Ware, p. 101.

20
¢. C. Ware, Albemerle Annals (Wilson, N. G.: Privately pub-
lished, 1961), pp. 17, 18, 78.

21Ware, Albemarle Annals, p. 29, 22ware, Albemarle Anmals, p. 101.

23Ware, North Caroling Disciples, pp. 157, 282; also see in same
book, "Memories of Past Leaders,"” pp. 281-350.

2hC. G, Ware, A History of Atlantic Chrigtian College {(Wilson,
N, C.: Atlantic Christian College, 1956), p. 7.
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the Gospel Ministry."25 An English visitor to the state had written in
1899:

T4 takes intelligence $o be a Digciple. An educated and paid minis-—
try is the orying need of the churches of the south. It is truly
pitiful to heaxr the average sermon. Sickly sentiment, pious plati-
tude, senseless superstition, glittering generality, superflous
gound are its ch%ef conggituents. Wothing but the schoolmaster can
remove sguch conditions.
A North Carclina evangelist wrote three years later: "Too long have we
neglected the things that meke for prestige and power in intellectual
cultvure among us as & people in North Carolina. Agitate, agitate, until
the Digciples are the peers and leaders of intellectual force in Nowth
Carolina."2! Atlantic Christian College was begun to change this
condition.

As most of the people in the Restoration Movement in Noxth Caro-
1lina had a Baptist background, they were accustomed to regular union
meetings. Quite logically they formed associations of themselves after
departing from the Baptists. In 1885, the Disciples' State Convention
projected seven districts, two of wh%ch were 014 Ford and Albemarle.
These two districts merged in Wovember, 1891, at 0ld Ford into the
Roanoke Union.2 |

The Roanoke District of the Churches of Christ (as the Roanocke

Union was later called) became a potent force for the Restoration

25Ware, North Carolins Disciples, pp. 157, 158.

26W&re, Atlantic Christian College, p. 83, quoting Claris Yeuell,
The Christian-Bvangelist, 1899, p. 2.

2lare, Atlontic Christian College, p. 82, quoting J. L. Burms,
The Watch Tower, Febxuary 13, 1902, p. L.

28Ware, Albemarle Annals, p. L.




Movement in northeastern North Carolina, In 1939, B. ¥, Leggett, Sz.,
was elected president; Clarence Gurkin, vice president; and W. 0, Ellis
continued ag secretary-treasurer. This slabe of officers brought life
into the District's work.29 President Leggett began publishing the Gog~
pel Light in March, 1940, to keep the people of the District aware of
activities of the convention as well as the local congregations., The
Evangelizing Committee heard requests from struggling churches snd made
recommendstions to the Convention for financial support for ministers for
these congregations, Missionary support was encouraged. In March, 1941,
forty-two of the fifty-six churches of the District were represented at

30 In August, 194y, Migs Lyda Respess began a

31

the Rosemary Convention.
regular column in the monthly paper concerning various missionaries.
In February, 1945, Harry Poll and Mildred Welshimer held a week of Bible
School and Youth Rallies in churches in the area.32 Thege all-day meet-
ings, held at a different congregation each day, resulted in the estab-
lishwent of Roancke Chrisgtian Service Camp in the summer of 19145.33

The fifth Saturday and Sunday meetings of the Roanoke District
afforded opportunities for outstanding preaching and fellowship. There

would be twe sermons on Saturday and two on Sunda.ySh interspersed with

29Memories of Clarence Gurkin in a personal intewview, Williamg~
ton, North Carolina, May 30, 1978.

3OGospel Light, April, 1941, p. 2.
31

Gospel Light, Auvgust, 194, p. 3.

32ospel Light, February, 1945, pp. 1, L, 5.

33First nention of this camp, Gospel Light, Apwil, 1945, p. 1
see alego, Gospel Light, June, 1945, p. 1; Gospel Light, July, 1945, p. L.

3LLLater, the Sunday afternoon program was given over to a youth
session; see Gospel Light, Mawech, 1946, p. L.
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nuwterous musical specials and a swall amount of business. The hogt church
would serve the noon meal each day. When the convention reached its peak
of attendance in the late 19,0's, it was estimated that attendance may
have reached as high as three to four thousand people for the Sunday
morning service. Of course, no church building could hold that many; so
there were often two or three services held simultaneously in and sround
the church building.35

Tn November, 19h7, the District president appointed a Bible School
Chairman for esch of five areas in the District. This chairman was to
Yhove meebtings, arrange a program of an ingpirational nature, urglng all
Bible School leaders and workers to participate."36 In Jenuery announce-
ment was made of the first area Bible school conventions to be held that
month.

During this period the convention was helping as many as twelve
congregations with salaries fox ministers.38 But the Dvangelizing Com-
mittee envisioned even greater work with the employment of a District
Evangelist. In Maxch, 1946, they called Harvey Bream, Sr., to be the

39

first evangelist for the Roancke District.

35

Gurkin interview; see also, Gospel Light, Novembex, 1948, p. 23
Gospel Light, June, 1948, p. 2.

36 .
Gospel. Light, December, 1947, p. 5.

37Gospel Tight, January, 1948, p. 1j they are mentioned again in
March (Gospel Tight, March, 1946, p. 2) and June (Gospel Light, June,
1946, p. 3).

38Gurkin interview.

39Gospel Tight, April, 1946, p. 8; Aldis Webb had earlier been
asked, but he had already accepted a position with Johnson Bible College;
he did, however, work for a month during the summer of 1945, Gospel

Light, August, 1945, p. 5.
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The first mention of the coming of Bream in the Gogpel Light

stated that his task was "to build up new churches, and help make the
0
weak churches strong and the strong churches s’sronge::-."LL The following

month, his services were offered to "help with problems, securing minister

n

or otherwise." When he arrived in May, he began a revival at Philippi,

followed by one at Scuppernong. During this time, he also led in the re-

opening of the Cross Landing congregation near Columbia. After a revival

2
at Bdenton, Bream worked in the camp, and then held three more :t‘evivals.lJr

In November, Bream began a revival in Hamilton toward organizing

a congregation there. Large delegations from sister congregations helped

L3

the attendance; already plans had been laid for a building. The con=

gregation was actually organized on November 21, Attendance at church

L6

wag over fifty in Pebruaxry. > The cornerstone wasg laid on April 20,
and the building was dedicated on August 31.h7 In July the church had
called D. 4. Hudson as ministerw, and by September the membership had

grovn to sixty.

WOgospel Light, August, 1946, p. 8.

hlGospel Light, May, 1946, p. 2.

Waosnel Tight, July, 196, p. 7.

h3Gospel Light, November, 1946, p. 5.

h}"Grospel Light, December, 1946, p. 5.

hSGo_gpel Light, February, 1947, p. .

u6G0spel Light, May, 1947, p. 2.

hTGospel Light, August, 1947, p. 5; Gospel Light, September,
1947, p. 5.

h8Gospel Light, August, 1947, p. 2.

h9Gospel Light, September, 1948, p. 8.
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Despite all of these good reports of the work of the Roanoke Dis-
trict, all had '"not been well in Zion." The problem of liberalism that
began plaguing the Restoration Movement on the national scene was felt
also eventually in easternm North Carclina.

On the national scene, the Disciples Divinity House, a graduate
achool of theology for the Restoration Movement, was established at the
liberal University of Chicago in 1894 with Herbert L. Willett, a whole-
hearted liberal, as dean. In 1901, a liberal, Restoration-oriented organ,

Chrigtian Gentury, was begun; in 1911 thig paper openly advocated "open

50

membership," the receiving of the pious wvnimmersed into congregations.
J. W. McGarvey died in 1911, and an all-out attack was made on his
gchool, College of the Bible, by the liberals. So successful were the

liberals that on March 31, 1917, Christisn Stendard carried a long list

of liberal teachings from the school; the investigation of the College of
the Bible staff that followed exonerated them. As a result, MeGaxrvey Bible
College and Cincinnati Bible Institute opened in 1923 to train a ministry
for the conservative congregations.

The controversy also raged on the mission fields. Charges of
promoting open membership in China and the Philippines brought stormy
annval meetings of the national conventions of Disciples. However, each
time that it seemed that comservatives had adopted measures to check the
liberalism, some loophole permitted its continuation. In the meantime,
the liberals had pushed through the merger of the various mission agencies

into one association, the United Chxistian Missionaxry Society.

5OFor a more detailed account of the conservative-liberal contro-
versy, see Murch, pp. 223-262, or Winfred B. Garrison and Alfred T. DeGroot,
The Disciples of Christ: A History (St. Louis: The Bothany Press, 1948),

pp. Lil-LL6.
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Some missionsries were so greatly disturbed that they withdrew
from the old agencies and became "independent," direct-support missionaries.
The Chrigtian Restoration Association was formed to agsigt them. Many of
the conservatlves refused to attend any more of the national conventions
and formed their own North American Christian Convention.

One of the earliest problems in North Carolina arose over a new
president for Atlantic Christian College., When Dr. Raymond A. Smith was
colled in 1916, a controversy ensued over his orthodoxy with some stating
that he favored higher criticism. Although a resoclution which was adopted
unanimously by Disgciple minisbers in May snd signed by some very conser-

vative ministers was published in The Watch Towex, the editor still ques-

51

tioned Smith'e orthodoxy.

52

Three years later this editor continued to
raise the issue.

Some began losing confidence in the school., Mys, Julia Dunbar iﬁ
the 1920's began trying Lo tell people in Hyde and Besufort counties that
Atlantic Christian was Iiberal and that they should stop their su.pport.s3
Mrs., Z. V. Whealton of Mesic refused to send her daughters there as she
had earlier planned when she became aware of the apostacy in the 1920'5.,5LL
Others chose to attend Carolina Institute and Bible Seminary.55

In 1918, the District Convention meeting at Mb. Pleasant, Green-

ville, protested the teaching of "Germen rationalism, evolution, and

5ltne Watoh Tower, May 9, 1916, pp. 1, 2.

52_f_[‘he Watch Tower, August 9, 1919, p. 1. See Ware's treatment in

Ware, Atlantic Chrigtian College, pp. 117-121.

53Mrs. Dunbar was the author's maternal grandmother; his mother,
Lucille D. Griffin, has t0ld him this many times.

ShLetter of Mrs, Z, V, Whealton to author, June 3, 1978,
55

See below, p. 19.
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tgeience falsely so called!'! at the College of the Bible, affirmed a
strong doctrminal stance, and opposed the use of funds to suppori eny
school "of which there is the least suspicion that any favor, or teach,
anything contrary to the declavation of the Holy Soriptures."56 A year
and gz half later, the Hyde Union (Roanoke‘s sister to the east) protested
the involvement of the Disciples in the Interchurch World Movement and
resolved: "That we recognize no apportionment imposed upon us by any
board or society . . . until they hagve fully assured us that They will
W7

in nowise co~operate with any of the sectarian bodies . .

In 1920, a new paper, bthe official organ of the North Caroling

Christisn Missionary Convention, the Noxrth Carolina Christian, appeared.SB

Shortly thereafter, The WVateh Tower was complaining that no state news

was being sent to the older paper by the stlate secretary.59 This older
paper stated in December, 1923, that the North Carolina Disciples were
then divided;60 and almost & year later, the editor was calling for
Roanoke District funds not to be used for the "Noxth Carcling Christian
Convention, the college, and the United Society" because it was known
"that meny things, being taught in the institutions of learning, preached
from scores of pulpits in this country and on the foreign field, are
entirely contradictory of the Wew Testament teaching." He suggested that

if others wanted to support such worxk, "let them, if they so desire, have

56Christian Standard, October 19, 1918, p. 6.

5Tahrigtion Stendard, June 19, 1920, p. 32.

58V'olu.me 1, Number 1 is dated February, 1920.

59The Watech Tower.

60
The Watch Tower, December 5, 1923, p. L.
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another organization, and do the work that suits them,"
In 1928, C. €. Ware, State Secretary, however, assured the State
Convention that there was "no compromige! in Noxrth Carclina, and the

Christisn Standard representative reporting the convention made no com-—

6
ment to contradict his statement. 2 However, the next year, Stephen J.
Corey was one of the speakers at the Convention and his message was very
"interdenomirational" in the words of the Stendard reporter who never-
thelegs praised,w9r6,63 The following year, John Barclay, minister at
Kington, spoke at the youth benguet of the Convention and seemed to favor
6l

opeh membership. +

Two major steps were taken at the 1931 Convention. €. J. Sharp
filed the following report concerning the decision reached over the prob-
lem of choosing a minister:

.« ¢« « bLhe convention is to appoint an ordination and examination
board of three men who were {0 examine, pass on and recommend or
reject, any one seeking a ministry in the State. Naturally, there
was a difference of opinion as to the wisdom of such a step for fear
of the precedent and an incipient ecclesiasticism,

The second measure dealt with changing the charter of Atlantic Christian
College. Mr. Sharp wrote:

v« o« Daking it possible to =2dd to the ftwenty-four trustees, who
are and musat he members of the Christian Churches, the names of three
who would not be members of Christian Churches. It was frankly ad-

mitted that it was for the purpose of securing money, and naturally
aroused earnest discussion.

61The Watch Tower, October 22, 192L, p. h.
&2

Chrigtian Standard, December 22, 1928, p. 17.

63Christian Standard, December T, 192l, pp. 16, 17.

6h0hristian.3tandard, November 22, 1930, p. 18.

"
6)Ghristian Standard, November 28, 1931, pp. 1, 8.
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The 1938 State Convention, meeting at one of the Roanocke District
Churches, Firgt Christian in Washinglon, had Herbexrt L. Willett as one of
the gpeakers. Among a number of other very liberal statements, he said
that Ruth, Esther, and Jonsh were "little books of fiction that teach
certain truths,'" snd that Revelation predicted the degtruction of Rome
which did not occur.66 Your years labter when the State Convention wasg
again to meet at that church, the Gogpel Light, the editor of which was
g member of the congregation, carried the following announcement:

The pastor and church expect to see to it that we don't have an
episcde in this Convention as was in the last one here, There was
only a small group in the Washington Church that acquiesce in such
gtuff, The influence of the6201& School" gtill has ite weight in
the lives of its membership. {

However, the "OL4 School" wag not sufficiently weighty in a num-
ber of the congregations of the Roanoke Digtrict; these congregatbions
determined to follow the suggestion earlier made by the editor of The
Watch Tower and start their own organization. Thug a "voluntary Steering
Committee within the Roanocke Union" uwnanimousgly petitioned the State
Boaxrd of Managers to grant a new designation to the ares as the Albemsrle
Christian Missionary Union in November, 1945, C. C. Ware, who wrote a
history of the churcheg of the area, stated:

From their (Rosnocke Conventiong] start several decades bafore this,
there had been invariably an open forunm for such presentations of the
brotherhood's migsionary prograsm at home and abroad as was generally
felt to be expedient, sponsored always by the established state ser-
.vices, Yet in the meetings cited above [Conventions of 194l and 19&5]

the drift of exclusiveness toward6§uch programming reached an extreme
toward both personnel and policy.

660hristian Standard, December 8, 1938, p. 19.

$TGospel Light, March, 19L2, p. 2.
68

Ware, Albemarle Annsls, p. 5.
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J. M. Perry, minigter at Robergonville, explained the need for the
Albemarle Union in these words:

. « .« . "The Roaencke, starting in 1890, was long a cooperative
brothernood work. Then non-cooperative men fleated in from other
states. These took the ear of our uninformed folk and with the assis-
tance of some native malcontents, they are systematicelly trying to
destroy our Christian brotherheod built up by faithfvl leaders through
long years of prayerful and sacrificial toil. This ig more than we
can stand.

.« + + . These irresponsible men who breeze inte our areas, kunown
for their destructive spirit, building independent churchesg, and
breeding suspicion and hate, we do not countenasnce. This fighting
cligue; which would kill our brotherhood for their selfish gain, we
will withstand to the face. We humbly count it our service to God to
bring them to ju%gment, prayerfully considering ourselves lest we
also be bempted.®d

Of the sixty-six churches listed in the Albemarle Union, only
eighteen of them actually participated in the new ovganization. UThe
remaining ones continued in the Roanoke District snd Hyde Union. The

North Carolina Christian, in its quarterly listing of district conventions,

did not list Roancke any more after September, 19L5, although it continued
ligting Hyde.

The following year, Raleigh L. Topping was summoned for trial for
ordaining a young man who had not been approved by the State's Comnittes.
Henry Speight had asked Topping to ordain him at the Mount Pleasant Chuwxch;
Topping agreed, and the ordination was scheduled. Just before the ordi~
nation was to begin, C. C. Ware arrived and cautioned Topping not to pro-
ceed, However, Topping stated he had interviewed the candidate and plamed
to continue; he even called on Ware for the ordination prayer., Three
months later he received a letter from three men eppointed by the state

president to hear his case summoning him to meet them at Rocky Mouat.

69Letter, dated May 22, 1947, in Cospel Light, June, 1947, p. 6.
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Popping presented the commit%ee-with ten mimeographed quesbions, showing
that the Seripbures set up no such machinery for ordination as the State
Convention demanded, The committee reported that the oxdination had been
conducted irregularly according to the convention, but they requested
permission to make recommendations to the convention in Novembern7o
Their recommendations called for a revising of the constiiution to bring
it into harmony with the Scriptureso7l

Speight had attended Atlantic Christian College "aboult a year and
3 half snd became dissgatisfied with his coursee"72 About this same time,
congiderable discussions and differences of opinion concerning what was
being taught at Atlantic caused Fred L. Voliva of Belhaven to arrange a
meebing between leaders of the Roancoke and Hyde conventions and John
Waters, Bible teacher é$ Atlantic Christian. At thig meeting, held at
First Christian Church, Washington, in 194k or 1915, VWaters was asked
about his faith. Those who were there remembered him saying that he
believed. that Christ was the son of God and the rest was not anybedy's
business including what he believed about the Bible ag the ingpired word
of God. He was also angry that he had driven frem Wilson to answer that
question. Thig meeting brought to an end the relalionship between most

73

of the churches of these two conventiong and Atlantic Christian‘College.

70
Christian Standard, October 19, 1946, pp. 5, 6. In a personal

interview with Réleigh L. Topping, Roancke Rapids, North Carolina, June l,
1978, he reminisced that John Vaters stated during the trial, "We called
Raleigh for trial and he has put us on trial."

1
The complete report to the Board of Managers is in Gogpel
Light, Novemwber, 1946, pp. kL, 5.

e , :
Gospel Light, May, 19h5, ». 2.

Dretter from Marvin R. Rose to author, June 7, 1978, Rose
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Atlantic Christian College was producing few preachers, oven if
they had been acceptable to the majority of the churches in eastern ¥orth
Carolina. Only thirty ministers graduated in the first twenty-seven years
of the college.7h Tn the freshman classes of 194k and 1945, there were
only four each year who planned to tdevote themsgelves to Christian ser-

vice."75 Tn 1947, with a total enroliment of 475, only 30 were in the
7

r

ministerial depa,rtment.r6 Only fovr ministers graduated in 19h7.7
Bocause of the definite need for ministers, other sttempts ‘toward
training them had been made in castern Noxth Carolina.78 In 1907, John W.
Tyndall, Sw., opened the Tndustrial Christian School at Dawson, eight
miles from Kinston, to bé nrun gomewhat after the order of Ashley S.
Johmson's school at Kimberlin Heights, Tennessee." He thought it would
min no way interfere with Atlantic Christian College"; rather, he believed

he was securing a class of students that would not be reached by that

attended the meeting with his father, Ernest Rose. He also remembered

B, F. lLeggett, Sv., W, T. Adams, and F, J. Butler among the approximately
twenty-five there. R. L. Topping stated in Topping interview that he was
present. Letter from Mrs. R. H, Shavender to author, dated June 16, 1977,
stated her husband and G. Delma Ross, Sr., were present. Aubthor remembers
being told on numerous occasions by Joe C. Bishop of Bcranton, who was
also in attendance, the same basic report as given by others cited.

7MWare, Atlantic Christian College, p. 151,

75North Caroling Christian, October, 194L, p. 6; North Carolina
Christian, September, 1945, p. 6.

6 .

1 Nowrth Caroling Christian, February, 1947, p. 6. In a picture
of the ministerial group, nine of the twenty-nine pictured were girls,
North Carolina Christian, April, 1947, p. 1.

?TNorth Caxolina Christisn, July, 19h7, p. 6.

78There vas also an abtempt in Norfolk, Virginia, by Demnis Myexs
that conbinued as long as he lived--"a tent-mekers' school'--Dby which he
trained men while they were still working in other occupations and they
continued to work these jobs and preach in addition.
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oollege."79 Tyndall stayed witﬁ the school until 191&;80 he was succeeded
by J. M. Perry, 191L-1916, vhile it was known as the Industrial School end
Music Academy; J. A. Saunders was president, 1916-1929, with the name Caro-
lina Ingtitute and Bible Seminary.al

Although this school may have owiginally been started for students
of a different class, at least during the presidehcy of Saunders it became
an slternative to the liberalism of Atlantic Christian College. Bryan
Gray, a student in 1922, states he went to Carolina Ingitute because
Atlantic Christian was "too soft" in the fundamentals of the faith.82
Leo Henries, s student who also taught music in 1923 and 1924, also
stated that was the veason he choge to attend Christian Insti’cute.s3
President Saunders stated in a report in 1923 that his school was being
attacked by the c>r.gazar1:i_zawi:ion;BLL and in 1926 he urged parents to send
their children to "a school where there is no question as to orthodoxy

85

and where fundamentals are emphasized."

Dnrigtion Standard, February 2, 1907, p. LS. See also Appendix A.

SORaleigh Topping stated in Topping interview that he was a student
there in 1911, 1912, iHe remembered about seventy-five students and three
buildings: boys' dormitory, girls' dormitory, and classroom building.

81
Ware, Atlantic Christian Gollege, p. 98.

82
Personal interview with Bryan Gray, Roanoke Rapids, North Caxro-
lina, May 23, 1978. He remembers that there were between eighty and one
hundred students at the time.

Telephone interview with H. Leo Henries, Bayboro, North Caro-
lina, June 5, 1978. He remembers two frame buildings: bhoys' dormitoxy
with classrooms on first floor and girls'! domitory with dining hall on
first floor. When he retummed from the west coast in the late 1940's,
all buildings were gone.

8l
"Mhe Wateh Tower, December 19, 1923, pp. 1, 5.

85The Weteh Tower, March 10, 1926, p. 5.
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Pyndall also planned a branch school at Acre Station in Beaufort
County.86 In October, 1910, Henry A, Bowen gave the Industrial Christian
Gollege, Inc., eleven and one-hall acres and aold to them thirty-four
acres.87 Jomes Cuiler sold them fifty-eight adjoining acres.88 Tyndall
planned a development around his campus, divided out lots, and laid off
streets.89 On this property, five miles north of Acre Station, he began
a building to house his school., However, insufficient funds caused him
to ebandon the project before the building was ever finighed, and no
classes were ever taught there.9o

Perry F. Baldwin, who had become minister at Philippi, Scupper-—

nong, Albemarle, and Columbia a year earlier,91 began Carolinag Bible

86Ware, Atlantic Christian College, p. 98.

7
Washington County Deeds, Book 61, p. 2.

8
8 Washington County Deeds, Book 61, p. 1.

89See Appendix B,

90Telephone interview with Wilmer Bowen, Plymouth, North Carolina,
May 31, 1978. Bowen is the son of Henry A. Bowen; he rememberg that Tyn-
ds11l stayed in their home when he came there to oversee the bullding and
the planned development. Tyndall sold a number of the lots, and the elder
Bowen bought most of them back with younger Bowen buying the remaginder
after his father's death. The younger Bowen now lives next to where the
building stood, 2.9 miles south of the Washington-Beaufort County line on
the east side of Highway 32. He remembers that the building was weather
boarded, but the roof was not put on, nor were windows installed. ‘The
building eventually rotted dowan. Mrs. Phenie Respess (Personal Interview
with Henry Harris, Plymouth, Noxrth Carolina, May 29, 1978, who called
Mrs. Respess) remembers that the building was erected in 191l; she thinks
that people stopped giving to the project when & problem arose with Tyn-
dall over control of the property; however, Bowen does not remember any
such disagreement. {Mrs. Respess was born in 1900; Mr. Bowen, in 1900. )
Mrs., Respess must be at least cne year off concerning the date of the
building; for Henry A. Bowen rebought the campus section of the property
in Pebruary, 191l (Beaufort County Deeds, Book 180, p. 508). This author
has been unable to determine when Tyndall left eastern North Carolinag
he started Cincinnati Bible Institute in 1923 (Christian Standard, Auvgust

Yy 1923, pp. 3, k).

Neospel Light, January, 19hL, p. 5.
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Institute, a correspondence school at Creswell, in January 1, 19&5.92

93

Baldwin hoped to train elders and deacons in his school, but he also

9k

envisioned training ministers and had three enrolled in the minigterial

group in his total twentyw%wo students in February.9S However, Baldwin

moved to Norfolk foxr the summer, and moved to Texas in the fa11.96
Therefore, of the three attemptz to train ministers in eastern

North Carolina, only one, the school at Kinston, had really been success-

ful., And, this school did not operate after 1929, The preacher shortage

in eagtern North Carolina was drastic. The 1948 Yeaxrbook listed for the

97

area nine preachers thalbt had three or more churches, One of these
preachers was Raleigh Topping who stated in 1945 that he was preaching

98 -
for ten churches at that time. The fellowing year, he was still preach-

99
ing for nine. Preston Cayton sbated he was preaching for six churches

92Gospel Light, January, 1945, p. 23 see also Regtoration Herald,
September, 1977, p. 23, where it is called Christian Bible Institute;
the school was also called Correspondence Bible Institute, see Christian
Standard, September 3, 1949, p. 2.

93Gospel Light, January, 1945, p. 2.

9hGospel Light, June, 19L5, p. 7.

95Letter of P. ¥. Baldwin %o Joseph A, Brickhouse, Sr., February
22, 1945, a copy of which is in files of author.

96 )
Gospel Light, September, 1945, p. 1.

9719&8 Yearboock of International Convenbion of Digeciples of Chrigt
(Indianspolis: International Convention of Disciples of Christ, 1948),

pp. 530-539.

98North Caroling Chrigtian, February, 1945, p. L: Mt. Pleasant
(Pitt), Wilbanks, Athens Chapel, Woodards Pond, Everetts Schoolhouse,
Union Grove, West Belhaven, Bath, S5t. Clairs, and Gaston.

P orth Garolina Christian, May, 1945, p. 3.
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100 '
in 1945. The 1948 Yearbook also listed twenty-one congregations with-

101
out a minister; so, undoubtedly, some of these men were preaching for

more churches than listed.

Response from thirty-seven congregations to a survey taken in
1977 which asked them how often they had preaching iun 1948 revealed the
following: eighteen stated they hed preaching one Sunday a monthj six-
teen, two Sundays a month; and only three sitated every Sunday.lo2 As can
be easily inferred from statements made by Topping and Cayton, some of
these churches just had preaching on Sundey morning, Sunday aftermoon,
Sunday night, or even Jjust Saturday night.103

All of the time, Ealls were being made for more preachers, DBrean,
in one of hig first meetings with leaders after he became Roancke District

Evangelist, pleaded for two things: 1) bring in more ministers, 2) provide

10
parsonages. 4 In the January, 1948, Gogpel Light, Garland Bland, who

had just become half-time preacher for two churches rather than quarter-

105

time for four churches, made an impassioned plea for every church to

0
10 Ware, Albemarle Annals, p. 8.

10119h8 Yearbook, pp. 530-539.

102 . . .

Survey made by the author, questiommaires are in his possession.
The three churches with full-time preaching were First Christian Church
and East Tenth Street Church of Christ, Roanoke Rapids, and Blizabeth
City Church of Christ,

103 -
Memories of many in the area, including the asuthor, can also
substantiate this statement. Raleigh Topping, in Topping interview, stated
he preached at three churches on a Sunday. As he preached the same ser-
mon at each church, his sons vwho drove him stabted they could preach the
sermon by the time they heard it at the last church.

thGospel Light, August, 19L6. p. 6.

105Gospel Light, December, 1947, p. 8.
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go full--’cime.lo6 D. A, Hudson in the same paper made the same plea.lo7

A college was needed in the area to train ministers.lOB Upon the
resignation of Bream in 1947, the second evangelist to come to the Roanoke
Digtrict was fhe man who would start the school to supply those needed
preachers.

George William BonDurant was the son of staunch leaders in the
Restoration Movement, William W. end Helen Lawrence BonDurant. William
and his brother and sister, pioneer settlers of Mi. Rainier, Maryland,
atarted a Bible school in their home in 1902 which consummated in 190l in

7 Vhen George graduated from McKinley

the Mb. Rainier Christisn Church,™"
High School, Washington,’District of Columbia, in 1933, he was admitted
t0 Columbia University for the following fall. His mother was concerned
over her son's losing his faith in that center of liberalism and expressed
her anxiety to Dr. Zoena Rothermel, at that time on one of her rare fur-
loughs from the mission field in India. Dr. Rothermel suggested that Mrs.
BonDurant send her son to Erieside Christian Service Camp, Willoughby,
Ohio, Although Mrs. BonDurant wanted Erieside 0 help solidify her son's
beliefs, she warned him not to be overcome by emotionalism and decide to
110

become a minister while there,

Mrg, BonDurant's efforts were well rewarded for her son had a

106
Gospel Light, January, 1948, p. 5.
107

Gogpel Light, Jarmuary, 1948, p. 6.

108
Letter of B. P, Leggett, Sr., to George W. BorDurant, July 5,

1948, stated that the leaders of the Roancke District had recognized this
need for some time.

109

110
Personal interview with George W. BonDurant, May 22, 1978,

The Roanoke Messenger, January, 1967, p. 3.
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class under Glenn Gates Cole on science and the Bible, and he later credited
~ this with saving his convictions while at Columbia. Alsc, he was not over—
vhelmed by emotionalism into becoming a minister. This decision was to
come the following December, after considerable deliberation., He wor-
shipped with the Maspeth congregation while attending Columbiaj; the
co-minister, Ella Robb Cook, wrote a play especially designed for the

Maspeth youth group that year based on Shelton's In His Steps. George

BonDurant, the journalism student, was Jerry Durant, newspaper reporter,
in Mrs. Cook's "What Would Jesus Do?" George pondered that question as
he reflected on the play while returning home by bus for the Christmas
holidays; on that bus trip he decided to enter the ministry. He finished
the one year at Columbia, again attended Erieside that summer, and entered
Cincinnati Bible Seminary in the fall of 19314.111

On the first day of school at Cincinnati, a senior girl who
worked in the cafeteria caught the sophomore's eye. ' On that Friday eve-
ning, he and his roommate were invited to a weiner roast at which Sarah
Lou Presley was in charge of cooking. George walked her home from the
weiner roast. They dated for the rest of the year. That summer Sarzh
was pianist for revivals held by M. B. Miller; George went 1o Norfolk,
Virginia, to assist Dennis Myers in preaching at the Berkley and Bramble-
ton congregations. When Sarah had finished playing for Miller, Myers got
her to come to Norfolk to play for an outdooxr front yard revival that

eventually culminated in the Colonial Heightes Chuwch of Christ., At the

end of the summer, on his birthday, August 9, 1935, George and Sarah

111 . . . -
Personal interview with George W. BonDurant, May 22, 1978,
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were married at South Mills, Worth Garolina.llz.

. Sarah was the daughter of a pioneer preacher of the Restoration
Movement, Cicerc G. Presley, Sr., and Sophronia Tatum Presley. Her father
 died while Sarah was young, leaving Mrs. Presley with five children., Sarah
helped her mother cook at Rhinehart College in Waleska, Georgia, before
she was twelve. ILater the family moved to Canton, Georgia; the older
girls went to Atlanta and began working with Southern Bell, and eventually
the entire family moved to Atlanta. They attended Capitol View Church
vhere Judge and Mrs. T. O. Hathcock also attended. The Hathcocks, who
had no children of their own, took special interest in Sarah; she spent
considerable time in their home; and they underwrote her college education
at Cincinnati Bible Seminary.li3

During his first year at Cincinnati, George had preached at the
Elm Street misgion. During his second year, he became the minister at
Fairborn, Ohio, and continued after his graduation in 1937. As he neared
the end of his senior year, he and Sarsh were discusesing future plans,
He mentioned that he was interested in returning to Norfolk, Virginia, and
helping Dennis Myers in the small ministerial training school he was try-
ing to operate. She suggested that if he were interested in Bible college
work he should go to Atlanta and revive efforts there.llh

There had been four earlier attempis to start a Bible college in

Georgia. Josephus Hopwood began Lamar College at Clarkstown in 1913, but

it only lived two years., Southeastern Christian College began in Auburn

Y2 urant interview, May 23, 1978.
113Personal interview with Sarah P. BonDurant, June 2, 1978.

1l
hPersonal interview with George V. BonDurant, May 24, 1978.
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115 The Hathcocks provided land and running

in 1915 and closed in 192l.
expense; for a Christian school in 1925 which operated two years; in 1928
efforts began on the same land to launch Atlanta Christian Cecllege. Lack
of support caused this school to close at the end of two years.ll

The following school year, 1930-1931, thirteen students of the
Western District of Georgia enrolled in Cincinnati Bible Seminary. Sarah
Pregley was among that number.l17 Hathcock served as a trustee of the
Cincimnati séhool from 1933 until 1937. Hathcock and President Recoxrds
"locked horns" at a trustee's meeting over whether or not women had a
right to preach. Hathcock's name was dropped from the board of trustees
at the next meeting.ll8 It ig also said that Hathcock and Records dis-
agreed over whether or not elders must be married and have a family119
and over tithing.lgo However, it was not disagreement with Recoxds that
cauged Hathcock to be receptive to the offer of the BonDurants; he had

‘ 121
never lost Interest in a school in Georgia to train ministers, Thus

llST. 0. Hathcock, "My Best Investment," Christian Standard,
Avgust 6, 1966, p. 5.

116R. Edwin Groover, "T. Q. Hathcock: The Judge and His Work"
(unpublished M. Div. thesis, Bmmanuel School of Religion, 1972), pp. 75-
8l;, covers this period in detail.

117Groover, pp. 85, 86.
118 ,
Groover, pp. 87, 88; however, George BonDurant, in personal
interview, June 15, 1978, stated that in the eleven years he worked closely
with Hathcock he never heard him faver women preaching, nor was any effort
made at Atlanta during his presidency to train women ag preachers.

l19Groover, p. 88; George BonDurant interview, May 2, 1978,

120George BonDurant interview, May 2L, 1978.

121
George BonDurant interview, May 2k, 1978; see also Owen Still,
"The Only School in the Southeagt," Christian Standard, December 2L, 1927,
p. 18.
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Hathecock remembered it thirty years later in these words:
« « « 3 they came to Georgia and asked to reopen the school build-
ing for training. I was glad to grant them permission and to guaran-
tee running expenses again for the first year. 8o the college was
reopened in 1937, and it has been in operation ever since.l22
The BonDurants closed their ministry at Fairborn and moved to
Atlanta on July 1, 1937. Twenty-two-year-old George became minister of.
Grove Park Church and president of Atlanta Chrigtian College. He and
Sarah moved into one room of the building on Judge and Mrs. Hathcock's
property that had been used for the school.123
There were six resident and fourteen non-regident students that
firat fall, BonDurant taught all classes except for music classes taught
by Pearl Presley, Sarah's sister. In addition to the teaching and preach-
ing, BonDurant led in efforts to clear the land which had not been farmed
in several years and planted crops to feed the student body. The enwoll-
ment increased every year but one, and had surpassed- seventy by the fall
semester of 194;7. However, during that semester, due to conflicts between
BonDurant and the trustees, BonDurant resigneﬁ.l2h

BonDurant's resignation-at Atlanta was presented at about the
game time that Bream resigned as evangelist for the Roanoke District.
BorDurant learned quickly of Bream's resignation through Roanoke District

students at Atlanta, including Marshall Leggett, son of the District presg-

ident.125 Hence, BonDurant approached the elder Leggett about becoming

122Hathcock, p. 6.

l .
23George BonDurant interview, May 24, 1978.

lthroover, pp. 89-92; George Bonburant interview, May 2L, 1978;
Phe Harvester, 1953, yearbook of Atlanta Christian College, pp. Ly 5.

125George BorDurant interview, May 24, 1978.
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evangelist.126 BonDurant was well known in the District: he had tavght
two summers at Roanoke Christian Service Camp, held evangelistic meetings,
spoken fox high school commenceménts, and participated in the corner-
shone laying ceremony for the building at the Hemilton Church of Christ, 2!
Concerning his part in the camp, Leggett had written: "It was YOU fﬁis
emphasig] who put the Adult week over. When the Brethren came one time
they just could not stay away, they had to come baok."128
‘ Legéett's letter to BonDurant after the latter had been accepted
by the Convention begaﬁ:

The Roanoke District BEvangelizing Committee did just what I
thought they would do. When they made their weport to the convention,
they recommended you as the new Evengelist, for the Roanoke District
Churches of Christ, which was accepted by the District, in Convention
agsembled, unanimously.

BonDurant's reply suggested starting to work on Jamuary 1, 1948,
and that he was willing to go wherever the District might send him.130
Leggett's next letter suggested the place: " . . . , we will want you to
go to Elizabeth City and help those brethren."lBl This congregation had
begun in May, 1947; there were twenty-eight charber members when the
group formally organized on July 10; and they had occupied the basement

132
unit of their new building on November 23. 3

126Letter of B. F. Leggett to George BonDurant, July 5, 1948.
Copies of Leggett-BonDurant correspondence in files of authorx.

127Gospe1 Light, December, 1947, p. 3.
128

Ietter of B. P. Leggett to George W. BonDurant, no date.

1291 0tter of B. F. Leggett to George W. BonDurant, Decembexr 3, 1947.

130etter of George W. BonDurant to B. F. Leggett, December 6, 1947.

13 otter of B. F. Leggebt to George W. BomDurant, December 11, 1947.

13200spe1 Tight, May, 1948, p. 2.
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BorDurant arrived on the field on January 1, 1948, and began at

once Lo do "extensive personal evangelism," He held an evangelistic

3

i
‘meeting for the congregation, January 18-25, 3 On his second Sunday,

there began a chain of additions that continued for seventeen consecutive

134

Sundays. Reports of his work to the District brought very favorable

response. Demnnis W, Davis' report to Christiasn Chapel concerning work of
the new evangelist caused that congregation to double itg offering to the
District's work.135 The reporier from Philippi wrote of a Bible Teacher's
Training Course at that congregation about which "words feil to express Jjust
what it meant to all of us." She concluded:

Now let me urge all of you Bible School superintendents to do as we
did and get Bro. BonDurant for a week or ten days if you possibly
can, It will be worth all you put in it, and more, That man should
be President of the United States. And if things don't soon
straighten out in Washington, D. C., I move we put him in., Do I
hear a second?t3 '

However, much of this praise was to change as a result of plans
BonDurant revealed in a letter to Leggett on April 26, 1948, After a
report of the work in Elizabeth City, he conbinued:

Elders and deacons voted unanimously permission to use church
building and ninister for college of evangelism starting mid-
September. Plan calls for classes Tuesday morning through Friday
morning; and actual field work in evangelism remainder of time, in
teams under personal direction of faculty. This would assure
gradvation of none butthose who could do the work as well as being
thoroughly instructed in the Faith. Within a few years would solve
our minigterial problem in present churches, establish and supply
preachers for new congregationg, strengthen our work against encroach-
-ment of UCMS and reclaim some churches from its grip, and conserve

133Gospel Light, January, 1948, p. 2.

13L‘Pe:cszone,l interview with George W. BonDurant, June 13, 1978.

13060spel Light, Maxch, 1948, p. 2.

6 .
13 Bva Davis Wbodley in Gospel Light, March, 1948, p. 5.
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local youth for our own ministry rather then the enrichment of areas
where they now go to college and from which thelr return to us is
problematical.

Would you agree to my helping in such a college of evangelism for the
3% class days per week during the 3% months from mid-September to the
expiration of my year's contract as evangelist, in return for the stimulus
to evangelism throughout the District that such a school would give? I
would use a team of students in my regular evangelistic work, thereby in-
creasing the contacts I would make during the time devoted to it., This
would not obligate us financially other than through the contribution of
my help. Of course, before the end of the year it would be necessary
to decide whether to employ me at all for another year and whether to
let me continue to help in the school. I have enjoyed my work enough
these first four months to consider continuing as long as things are
motually satisfactory. Bubt I would really like to try expanding my work
as evangelist to include helping in such a college of evangelism, be-
cause I feel the two go together hand in hand, and whatever other small
ability I may possess 1 am primarily a teacher.

In May, one of the members of the Evangelizing Committee, Ernest
-Rose, wrote BoriDurant concerninglthe proposal, "As for me, I think it would
be one of the best ways yet, to evangelize this part of the state and I am
willing for you to work with them as you have outlined." He urged that the
possibility be discussed in an open meeting at the next Convention on

May 29.138

Yet, no discussion of the maitiers occurred at that Convention orx
any subsequent one in an open meeting.139 BorDurant worked three weeks that
summer at Roancke Christian Sexrvice Gamp.l 0 But on July 5, Leggett wxote

him a long letter stating that the officers of the District had met fthe pre-

vious day to consider his resignation. His concluding paragraphs stated his

opposition to the college:

Brother George: Don't you know, we know, that you know, a college
has been a part of the District leaders' program for some time. In

1371et4er of George W. BorDurant to B. F. Leggett, April 26, 1918.

138Le'l;ter of Ernest Rose to George W. BorDuxrant, May 3, 1948.
Copy of letter in author's files.

139Personal interview with George W. BonDurant, June 2, 1978.

1hOGeorge BorbDurant interview, May 2L, 1978.
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getting out the charter for the service camp, we have the word 'school'...

incorporated in it. Don't you remember when you and I first went down
to see the proposed camp site, we talked over the college idea there,
So you know and are bound to admit that you knew the District was and
is working to the end of having a college of its own, Just as soon as
time and conditions would permit., Now for you, an employee of the
Roanoke District for less than six months, and having been up here in
the District just six months, then to hand in your resignation as the
Roanoke District Evengelist, to by-pass the District, that came to
your rescue, run around and get ahead of 1t and start a school or col-
lege of your own, Personally I think you have handed the District

and all concerned a very dirty deal. And, too, YOU have started the
digcencion and confusion within, that no one knows where it will end--
just the thing Mr. Ware and the machine wanted ‘o happen.

Do you think you know about what is best for this area, than all
these brethren who have lived here all their lives, and you have just
been up here six montha? You know, Brother George, personal ambition
and bull headedness will only HINDER. This is a free country; you
can start just as meny colleges as you want to and where you wani to;
and as far as I know no one is going to try and stop you. But! I

BonDurant answered him on July 1k, stating he wanted there to be

cooperation between the District and the college and asking Leggett to
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speak at the first convocation service, but Leggett declined and asked
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that his name not be used any more in comection with the college. The

August issue of the Gospel Light ran the following notice on its front

page:

Friends: The Cospel Light and its Editor, B. F. Leggett, Br.,
can NOT endorse the Roanoke Bible College at Elizmabeth City, N. C.,
for several reasons. ‘

Thank you,

B. F. Leggett, Sr.lhh

So Roanoke Bible College would begin with stxong opposition from

the leadership of the Roanoke District Churches of Christ.

lhlLeﬁter of B. F. Leggett to George W. BorDurant, July 5, 1948.
1,42Let’ce:c of George W. BonDurant to B. F. Leggett, July 1k, 1948.
831 opter of B. F. Leggett to George W. BorDurant, August 2, 1948.

Hihooepel Lisht, August, 1948, p. 1.




Chaptex 2‘
THE FIRST FOUR YEARS

Roanoke Bible College began its first school year on Monday, Sep-
tember 13, 1948, when the planning of the previous months brought fruit

in the form of fifteen students who enrolled.1

The fifteen pioneer students were Joseph A. Brickhouse, Sr.,
Sidney M. Brickhouse, Lome H. Hassell, BEvelyn F. Hendricks, Hexbert R.
Humphress, Mary B, Humphress, Nettie M. Liverman, Blla V. Mohorn, Virginia
8. Perry, Walker B, Pexrry, Charles G. Presley, Grace B. Sullivan, Pauline
B. Winslow, Doris F, Woolard, and Mark M. Woolard. These students were
fyom North Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Kentucky, and Indiana. There
were ten freshmen, three sophomores, and two juniors. Those with advanced
standings had transferred from Atlanta Christian College, Kentucky Christian
Gollese, and Mars Hill College.® Three others registered later in the
semester: Ronald B, Clifton, Thurman L, Riddick, and Ruth C. Waters. of

thig total eighteen for the first semester, itwelve were full time,3

The teaching staff was composed of three former professors of
Atlante Christian College, George W. BonDurant, Sarsh P, BonDurant, and
Pearl A. Presley; plus Harold C. Turner, who had served as field repre-

sentative at Atlanta and was now minister of the Elizabeth City Church of

1fhe Roanoke Messenger, October, 1948, p. 1; hereinafter cited
ag Messgenger.

ZMesgen r, October, 1948, p. 1; see also records in registrar's
office.

3Registrar's records.
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Christ; Brie M. Davis, a gradvate of Atlanta Christian College; and Walker
B. Perry, student instructor in G‘rreek.}'L Only ten classes were offered:
gix designed for freshmen (Elementary Greek, Acts of the Apostles, Intro-
duction to Church Music, Elementary Public Speaking, English Grammar, and
The Gospels: Part 1); and four planned for the remaining upperclassmen
(Introduction to Philosophy, Historical Geogrephy, Advanced N, T, Greek
Exegecis, and General Church History).s'

As a house was rented on Maple Street commodious enough for
classrooms as well as dining room and girls' dormitory, the expense of
heating the Elizabeth City church building for classes was saved.
Necessary equipment for furnishing dormitory, dining room, and kitchen
was furnished by Christians from the congregations at Scuppernong and

Philippi in Creswell and Elizabeth City. The editor of The Roancke Mes-—

gsenger, the monthly organ of the college first issued in October, 1948,
wrote from memory three years later:

The school began three years ago in a ten-room rented house on
the far end of Maple Street, There was one bathroom. The open stair-
way came down inside the classroom, and the dining room opened from
the classroom by an archway which had no doors. We had 3 double beds,
1 single bed, and 1 borrowed cot, with springs and wattresses; S
washstands, bureasus, or chests of drawers; and a few old chaixrs; a
handful of pots and pans and dishes; and a borrowed piano.

During that first year, the girls and a married couple also lived
in that Maple Street building. The béys "gtayed at different places

around town"; some for a while with the BonDurants on Main Street, then

LlRegistrar's records; see also Mesgenger, October, 1948, p. 1.
SRegistrar’s records.
6Messenggr, October, 1948, p. L.

TMessenger; September, 1951, p. 5.
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at the corner of Road and Ehringhaus, then on Church Street. One of the
gtudents remembers money was very scarcet '"Mre. B had to make do with
very little in the feeding of the college group; we ate 2ll kinds of left-
overs, prepared in different ways." He was quick to add, however, "bub
it was always good."8

Dennis C. Myers, the veteran preacher from Norfolk, Virginia,
who had been instrumental in first bringing George BonDurant to the aréa,
preached at the first éonvocation, held at the Elizabeth City church
building on September 15, Brother Myers had already heen instrumental in
the egtablishment of seven congregations in Norfolk and had dreamed of a
Bible college in the area to supply ministers for the pulpits. 4s he saw
his dream coming true on that evening, he stated, "I would rather be here
tonight than on the platform of the largest and wealthiest college or
university in the state, because I glory in pioneer work, "9

Traditions began on the second day of the school year when a
student-faculty meeting selected green and white to be the school colors
and white roses to be the school flower, The school motto had been
adopted on July 6, "Set for the defense éf the Gospel" (Philippians 1:16,
257).10 A vSneak Dey" wes held in the fall,'! Early in the year the
gtudents orgenized the Epsilon Pi Chi Literary Society "to foster college

spirit and to develop themselves in pﬁblic expression, the management of

8Letter from Mark A. Woolard to author, June 20, 1977.

Mossen r, Octobexr, 1948, p. 2.

10Messengexr, October, 1948, p. L. Green later became kelly green,
see Messenger, November, 1949, p. L.

1Messeng§r, November, 1949, p. L4., spoke of the second one.
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a society, and in other cultural extra—curricuiar interes’cs."l2 The
fivet of the annusl Choral Club Christmas tours was begun with programs
at one Virginia and six Noxth Carolina congregations.13

In Janvary, a Monday evening chapel service was inaugurated with
a gueat gpeaker each week.lh This was in addition to the daily morning
chapel with faculty-student participation. |

In an ares where preachers were at a premium, the students found
many opportunities for service. A January, 1949, report shows that four
of the full-time men had preached at an average of three congregations
15

recently.
An even greater service waslperformed for the churches during
thig firgt year by the extension classes taught at churches within driviné
distence of the college by President BonDurant. The first enrollment
figures showed seventy-six extension students in five classes.l6 This
necessitated President BonDurant's driving to a diffevent church each week
night in addition to his preaching appoiniment on Sunday., During the
second series of nine-week, two-hour classes, seventy-eight enrolled in
four classes.l7 The final class of the jear enrolled seventy-eight at a

congregation 128 miles from. the college.18

12Messenggr, January, 1949, p.

thessenggr, January, 1949, p.

L
13Messeng§r, January, 1949, p. b.
L
1 2

SMessenggr, Janwary, 1949, p.

: 16Messeng§r, QOctober, 1948, p. 1.

17Messenggr, January, 1949, p. k.

18Messeng§r; April, 1949, p. L.
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Appeals in four areas were issue& in the college paper during that
first year: for 1) prayers, 2) students, 3) money, and L) gifts of kind
in form of foodsbuffs and books for the library.

On February 19, 1949, the college purchased its first propexrty at
707 Pennsylvania Avenue (later to be designated as 711 Poindexter Street).
The property was a lot fifty by two hundred feet, extending back to First
Street, and located just.three hundred feet from the Pasquotank River and
five blocks from the heart of the business district of Elizabeth City.’
The statély residence contained five spacious rooms on each of the two
floors plus two and a half baths., The rooms on the first floor were to
sérve ag chapel, 1ibrary, classrooms, dining room, and kitchen. Those
on the second floor %ould be used for dormitoxry space.19 The purchase
price for this property was $11,500.00, with a $2,000.00 down payment,
and another $1,500.00 to be paid at the time of occupanoy.20

M. B. Madden, veteran missionary to Osaka, Japan, was the first
missionary to address the student body, speaking in chapel on April 13,
19497

The first armual Gospel Rally was held at the Elizabeth City

church building on May 3 and L, 1949. Six southern preachers brought

1 ’ ,
9Letter from Melvin D. Styons to author, June 2, 1978, recalls

the allocation of rooms in Wilkinson that first year it was used: '"The
upstairs of Wilkinson was divided into three areas: the ladies' dormi-
tory on the downtown side of the building, the men's dormitory on the

other side, and the Joe Brickhouse apartment in the First Street end of

the building. . . . The downstairs front corner room . ., . was the main
classroom. . . . The room immediately behind the lobby was the chapel.
. + . The room adjoining both the chapel and the main classroom was used

as a dining room, the school library, and a classroom."
20Messenger, March, 1949, pp. 1, 5.

21Messeng§r, April, 1949, p. 3.
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messages in addition to two symprsiuvms and one open forum.22 This rally
registered 281 people from forty churches in six states.2d

An end-of-the-year repoxrt stated that twelve of the eighteen day
gtudents had persevered until the end; 280 had enrolled in the ten exten-
sion classes; and students had regularly served in seven churches. In
the financial area, $7,619.59 had been received during the first fiscal
year from 327 individuals and churches in twenty-four states.zh

Harold C., Turner, who had served the Elizabeth City Church of
Chrigt as minister for eighteen months, resigned that position to become
Roanoke's first field representative, as he had earliex been at Atlanta
Chrigtian Gollege.25

During the first summer, three of the girls held five two-week
vacation Bible schools; three of the boys held a total of six revivals
and preached regularly; Professor Turner conducted four meetings; and
President BonDurant "in the 95 days from June 5 to September 7, preached
98 sermons in 9 revivals, resulting in 12} additions, of which 8l were
baptisms, besides meeting appointments with his four regular guarter-time
churches."26 Already, with the college only one year old, the history of
the Restoration Movement in eastern North Carolina and Virginia was being

rewritten.

22G03pe1 Rally program, included in bound Volume I of Roanoke
Messenger, following the issue for April, 1949.

23Messenger, July, 1949, p. 2.

2&Messeng§r, July, 1949, p. 2.

25Messeng§r, July, 1949, p. 6.

26Messenger, October, 1949, p. 5.
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Anofﬁer major step foxward was ﬁermitted by approval fér the
training of veterans given by the North Carolina State Department of Pub-
lic Instruction during this first summer to become effective in the fall
of the sécond year.27

The begimning of the second year was also memorable, Two weeks
before classes were to begin, the new property was dedicated on Labor
Day, 194L9. iewié Styons,‘Jr., minigter of FPirst Christian Church,
Roanoke Rapids, preached the dedicatory message. President BonDurant
announced that the building would be named Wilkinson Hall "in appreciation
of the generous and vnfailing help from Sister Pattie A. Wilkinson, of
Pantogo, N. C., who had given one thousand dollars toward the purchase of
the property." When plans had been first armounced for the establishment
of the college, Sister Wilkinson had made the second gift., A portrait of
Mrs. Wilkinson wag presented to be placed in the chapel room, The all-
day event included special mugic from area churches and the college, din-
ner on the lawn, and brief mesgsages from incorporators, faculty, students,
and friends.28

The first broadcast of "The Roanoke Bible College Hour" was aired
on the Sunday before Registration Day of this second year. The half-hour
program was devoted to musgic by tThe Choral Club under the direction of
Misg Presley with Mr. Turmer as the master of ceremonies. The new pro-

gram preceded on the Sunday aftermoon schedule "The [Elizabeth Citi]

Church of Christ Hour" which had been broadcasting for two years.

27Messen v, October, 1949, p. 5.
2o ssenge
essenger, October, 19,9, p. 1.

29Messen r, October, 1949, p. 1.
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Registration for the second year totalled thirty-one, nineteen of
vhich were full time, Twenty of these students were new, A schedule of
classeé from this second fall reveals eighteen classes were offe:ed on
campus.so There were eighty-two enrolled for the first series of exten-
gion clasges for the second year.31

L. L. Hinton, minister of the Colonial Place Church of Christ,
Hampton, Virginia, delivered the second Convocation Sermon.32 The first
Monday evening chapel of the new year featured Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R.
Buttray, missionaries with the Cunningham Mission in Tokyo, Japan.33
Shortly after the year began, L. Autrey Jackson came to be the second
. minister for the Blizabeth City Church of Christ, which‘served ag home
congregation for most of the siudents and staff of the college.Bh

The November, 1949, issue of The Roanoke Messenger featured the

first of a series of front page editorials of impassioned pleas for unity -
among Christiang in eastern North Carolina and Virginia in the common
tagk that was theirs.35 This plea was combined with a logical apologetic
for the existence of a Bible college in the area. The problems of divi-
gion that had begun with President BonDufant'é anmouncement of plans to

begin the college and his subsequent resignation as evangelist of the

30Registrax‘s records.
31Eg§§g§g§£, November, 1949, p. 1.
32Messenger, October, 1949, p. 1.
33Messen r, October, 1949, p. L.
‘BhMessen er, October, 1949, p. 6.

3SSee also Messenger, December, 1949, p. 1l; Messenger, January,
1950, p. 1; Messenger, May, 1950, p. 1; and Mesgsenger, July, 1950, p. 1.
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Roanoke District Churches of Christ36 ptill lingered. Although a number
of editorial articles in the paper earlier had pledged college and staff
pupport to District projects,>! still disunity prevailed.

The board of Incorporators was expanded at the January, 1950,
meetiné to include leaders from four congregations in addition %o the
eight original men from the Elizabeth City congregation. The new incor-
porators were Harry W. Pritchett from Scuppernong, Ernest Rose from Union
Grove, Redden H. Shavender from St. Clairs, and Pattie A, Wilkinson from
Wilkinson Memorial,3®

A report in February, 1950, revealed that sixteen congregations
(fifteen in eastern North Caroclina and one at Creeds, Virginia) were

39

being served regularly by college staff and students. Frequent reports
also added services in revivals, supply preaching, special meetings, and
radio programs.ho The extension class held during the winter at Athens
Chapel set a record with 1Ll enrolled, which included delegations from
Rosemary and Wilkinson Memorial in addition to the local members. This
seventeenth class brought to a total of 19,872 miles driven by President

BorDurant in extension classes in a year and a half.hl

The college's firgt commencement came at the end of the second

368ee above, pp. 29-31.

37Mésseng§r, October, 1948, p. 3; Messenger, December, 19148,

p. L.
38
Mesgenger, January, 1950, pp. 1, 2.
39Mésseng§r, February, 1950, p. 1.

h'OMessen r, February, 1950, p. lL; Messenger, December, 1959,
p. b3 Messenger, March, 1950, p. lj; ete.

thessen r, March, 1950, pp. 1, 2.
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year. Walker B, Perry and B. Neal Puckett, both transfer students from
Atlanta Christian College, became the first alumni of Roancke Bible Col-
lege on June 6, 1950.1}2

The second summer's services in the churches, in "which every
professor and student above freshman level took part,ﬁ ineluded thirty
revivals, regular ministers for twenty-four churches, and fifteen daily
vacation Bible schools, during which a total of 207 were baptized.hB

Enrollment rose to forty-one for the fall semester of 1950, Of
this number, twenty-two were full time.hh It was also reported during
this fifth semester of the college's existence that thirty churches were
regularly served by students, staff, and a.lunmi.LLs

Ground was broken on October 16, 1950, for the first building
project of the college. The two-story frame dormitory was designed to
house thirty-two gtudents on two floors with a total of thirty-three
hundred square feet. It was built entirely by volunteer labor, mostly
by students and staff with men from the churches helping in various pro-
jeets, all under the supervision of Herman Shavender, a student and
experienced carpenter, In addition, most of the materials for the building
were contributed even to the trees' being cut, sawed, and trucked to the

college by volunteer labor.h6

thessen r, May, 1950, p. kL.

h3Messen r, September, 1950, p. 2; see also Messenger, July,
1950, p. 2.

hL‘Regist:car's records.
.hSMESSQH r, January, 1951, p. 6; see also, p. 8.

Ll6Messen r, October, 1950, pp. 1, 23 Messenger, January, 1951,
p.e 1, 1.
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The dormitory was built behind Wilkinson Hall, facing First .
Street, It was named Faith Hall during the period of construction as it
was "not only bullt on faith, but it is dedicated to house students who
will be taught to teach and preach and sing The Faith once for all de-
livered to tﬁe sa,in{;s."z“'7 Faith Hall was sufficiently ready to pexrmit
the occupancy of all the first floor rooms al the beginning of the fourth
school year, September, 1951.h8

Russell M, Smith, who had come to the college aé a Junicr student
from Cincinnati Bible Seminary, was graduated at the end of the third
school year and‘beoame the college's.third alumnus.h9

The BonDurants added much-needed space to the cdllege property by
purchasing ag their home the residence adjacent to Wilkinson Hall on the
south. This regidence not only served as residence for the BonDurants
and Miss Presley, but was also used to house the college office, a musgic
classroom, and a guest voom for the college. The additional land afforded
"campus" space, including an outdoor basketball court.so

The fourth year saw a slight decrease in overall enrollment to
thixty~five, but there was a record.numbef of full-time students enrolled,
thirty,sl

In October, 1951, a group of Christians in the area assumed

$850.00 annuwal support for Grace Fish, missionary recruit to Okinawa.

W7y
L

h9Messeng§r, July, 1951, p. 6.
50

5

eggenger, January, 1951, p. 1.

SMessenggr, July, 1951, p. 1.

Messenger, July, 1951, p. 7.

1Messeng§r, September, 1951, p. 1.
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This was evidence of the college's influence in a virtue--misgionary
giving--that had been severely limited in earlier years in the area,
Thig voluntary cooperation of Christians adopted the name "Roanoke Living
Link Fellowship." Although this fellowship was not legally connected
with the college, all the churches promising support wexe ministered to
by faculty or students of the college.

A monthly budget was published in the February, 1952, Messgenger
with total expenses proposed of $1,006.1l, divided as follows: salaries,
$365.00; kitchen, $250.00; building note, $124.00; Messenger, $85.00;
1ights and water, $70.00; heat, $60.00; general, $30.00; office, $15.00;

. belephone, 36.0&.53 The net income for the flirst three.years had

been $7,620.99, $12,263.68, and $1L,666.01, respec'l:ively.SLL The income
for these yeafs had not only met current expenses, but included down pay-
ments on Wilkinson Hall and the expenses incurred in the building of Faith.
Hall., Total student charges for each year of the first four years per
student were $308.00 which included fees, tuition, room, and board.55

Only by frugal spending, sacrificial service, and the gifts of many food-
stuffs and supplies was the college ablé to operate on such a limited
budget.

One of the students who attended the first four years remembers
vividly the scarcity of money: )

Mr. B. seldom had enough money to £ill up his tank with gasolene
prior to the return trip to Elizsbeth City on Sunday night. He had to

SgMessenggr, October, 1951, p. 1. This is treated in more detail
below, see pp. 115-117.

53Messeng§r, FPebruary, 1952, p. 6.
ShMessen v, October, 1951, p. 5.

55Roanoke Bible College catalogs, 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951.
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wait until he was paid for. the Sunday's preaching. Since he usually
had a group of students returning with him, we were all at one time
or another witnesses to the almost walking situation that often hap-
pened and the swaying from side to side to tgy to get the last drops
of gasolene until a station was found open.5

The first four-year class was gradvated on May 27, 1952. The
four graduates, Joseph A, Brickhouse, Sr., Charles G. Presley, Grace B.

Sullivan, and Mark A. Woolard, had envolled on the original Registration

Day. This class had edited the first yearbook, The Lighthouse, during
their senior year.s7

What can be said for these first four years? During this time,
a total of seventy-seven students had been trained on the campus, the
largest total enrollment for one semester being the fali of the third
year., In addition, 687 people had been trained in twenty extension classes
in hrief exegétical studies of Bible books. The college had begun with
four professors and one student instructor; but by now Walker B. Perry
had become a full-time professor and Erie M, Davis had resigned. BSeven
students had been graduated.

From a rented building on Maple Street, the college had moved
onto its own property on Pemngylvania Avenue., In addition to the original
dwelling that had been used for classes, chapel, library, dining hall,
and dormitory, a dorxmitory capable of housing thirty-two students had
also been constructed on the lot. Président and Mrs. BonDurant had pur-
chased adjoining property that afforded the college much-needed rooms
and campus gpace in addition to their housing.

The college had brought new experiences to the area. The Choral

6
5 Woolaxrd letbter.
57Méssen r, May, 1952, pp. 1, 2, hL.
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Club, orgenized during the first year, had visited many of the rural as
well as city churches, singing the message of Christ, with concentration
on the Christmas and Easter stories. Many of these same people could hear
the Choral Club weekly on the college's radio progrem. The Gogpel Rally
had afforded s medium for fellowship, learning, and inspiration by bring-
ing together the Christians of the area to share thelir own ideas and to
meet new proclaimers of the old Gospel. A record attendance of 5ii8 for
the 1952 Rally attested to the success of this effort. Missionaries were
vigiting the college; and, as a result, they were begimming to speak in
area churches. The missionary emphasis had led to the ﬁormation of the
Roanoke Living Link Fellowship.

Yet, there is no gquestion but that the greatest contribution had

been the supplying of preachers to lead and train the congregations of the

area. The October, 1951, Megsenger had listed by name thirty-iwo congre- '

gations being regularly served by students, graduates, and faculty; four
of these .congregations were in Tidewater, Virginia, and the remaindexr

were in North Carolina. Despite this, however, thewre was still a scarcity
of preachers, as eighteen of these churches were quarter-time {presching
only on one Sunday a month), ten were halfftime, and only four were full-
time, In addition, virtually every issue of the college's monthly paper
reported dozens of instances of supply preaching, special events, revi-
vals, vacation Bible schoolg, and various services to the congregations,
This was the purpose for which the college had been established, and its

record wag proving it successful,



Chapter 3
PEOPLE, PROGRAMS, AND BOOKS

James A, Garfield, Christian minigter and twentieth president of
the Tnited S3iates, stated that the two basic ingredients of an educational.
institution are teacher and student.1 This chapter will deal with these
two basice at Roanoke Bible (ollege during its first twénty—five years,

It will also be interested in the courses taught and the programs of study
offered; in thoge who administered the operation and those necessary for
~its daily progress; and, finally, in the library, by which student and
teacher alike were able to expand their horizons.

The 1948-1949 catalog contained eighty-four courses (202 semester
hours), dividead as.follows: Bible, twenty (fifty-six hours); Christian
doctrine, six (twelve hours); Christian education, four (six hours); Eng-
lish, ten (forty hours); history, eight (twenty hours); philosophy, four
(sixteen hours); and practical ministry, thirty—two (fifty-two hours).
Forty-eight courses were designed as two—ﬁour credit courses, twenty-four
ag four-hour credits, ten as one-hour credits, and two for credit as

earned.

President BonDurant's name was listed with half of the courses in
the Bible department, all in Christian doctrine, all in philosophy, and

all of the speech and preaching courses in practical ministry. Professor

lugive me log hut, with only a simple bench, Mark Hopking on one
end and I on the other, and you may have all the buildings, apparatus and
libraries without him." John Bartlett, Familiar Quotations (1lhith ed.;
Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1968), p. Til.

46
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Turner was listed for six courses in Bible and two in practical ministry.
Migs Davis tauvght two of the four courges listed for Chrigtian education
and all courges in history. Mirs, BonDurant was listed for two courses in
Christian education and all courses in BEngiish. Miss Presley was to be
the instructor for all music courses with the help of "others" in private
mugic lessong., Mr, Perry tauvght the first two years of Greek., No one's
name wag listed for instruction in the secretarial courses.

Pen covrses, tobaling thirty semester hours, were actually offered
the first year. President BonDurant taught four of these, totaling twelve
hours: Introduction to Philosophy (four hours), Elementary Public Speak-
ing (two hours), Advanced New Testament Greek Exegesis (two hours), The
Gogpels: Part I (four hours). Miss Davis taught two courses, totaling
six hours: Historical Geography (two hours), and General Church History
(four hours). Mr, Perry and Mrs, BonDurant each taught one four-hour
class: Elementary Greek and English Grammar, respectively. Mr. Turner
and Miss Presley each taught one two-hour class: Acts of the Apostles
and Introduction to Church Music, respectively. The sgame courses were
continued second semester. Classes were taught from 7:30 A, M. through
1:00 P. M. with a thirty-minute chapel at 9:30 A. M.3

The first catalog offered four degrees: Bachelor of Arts (minis-
terial), Bachelor of Sacred Literature, Church Secretarial Certificate,

and Christian Workers Certificate. Each of the firvst two degrees wequired

128 semester hours of credit., The Bachelor of Arts degree was designed

219&8-19&9 catalog, pp. 61-66; all catalogs are available in the
president's office.

3Schedule of Classes, Fall, 1948; all schedules of classes are
available in the registrar's office.
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for "those preparing for service as ministers, evangelists, or mission-
aries.; A typical schedule included two years of Greek., The Bachelor of
Sacred Literature degree wag designed for "those preparing for Christian
pervice in some capacity other then ministers, evangelists, or mission-
aries, and wvhe do not plan to do graduate work." Certain required
courges, including Greek, in the former program were waived, and subs-—
tituted with courses designed for training in the candidate's chosen
field. The Church Seccretarial Certificate (or Minister's Assistant Cer-
tificate), requiring sixty-four semester hours, was designed for "those
preparing for full-time secretarial positions in church offices." The

Christian VWorkers Certificate was designed for "those preparing for Chris—
tian service ag elders, deacons, teachers, pianists, singers, or trained
workers with children, young people,. ox other church groups." This pro-
gram wag similar to the Church Secretarial Certificate except it waived
such courses as typing, shorthand, and office menagement and substituted
courses in the candidate's chosen field.

¥or the first year of the gchool, the iteachers also served as
administrators. In addition to President fonDurant, My, Turner gerved as .
dean, Mrs, BorDurant served as office secretaxy, and Miss Davis served as
matron. Misg Presley was also working in Norfolk so she did not have
time to serve in a position of administration., Mr. Perry was only a stu-
dent_instructor.

The schedule of classes for the fall semester of the second year

contains seventeen classes being taught on campus, Tuesday through Friday,

hl9h8—l9h9 catalog, pp. 13-15,

519&8—19&9 catalog, p. 6.
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7:30 A, M. through 3:30 P. M. and one class at T:30 Tuesday and Thursday
evenings, President BonDurant was teaching eighteen hours, plus four
additional hours in extension classes. Mrs. BonDurant was teaching nine
hours; Mr, Perry, eight; Mr. Turner, two; Miss Presley, four.

The 1950-1951 catalog listed one new course, radio music, not
contained in the original catalog. Otherwise, the courses of instruction
were the same. Mr., Perry was now lisgted as instructor for courses for-
merly taught by Miss Davis.6 He was also lisgted as 1ibrarian.7

The 1952-1953 catalog included eight new coursesd

and one new _
professor, Anthony Thibodeaux,9 minister at the Elizabeth City Church of
‘Christ.lo Mark A. Woolard, having received hig B, A, deéree the previous
spring, returned to teach English literature and to teke advanced
oourses.ll Grace B. Sullivan, another graduate of the previous year,
joined the staff as assistant to Mrs. BonDurant and dean of women.12 In
the first semester of this fifth year, President BonDurant taught thirteen
hours; Mr. Perry, fourteen; Miss Presley, seven; Mr. Turner, eight; Mrs.

BonDurant, eight; Mr. Woolard, fowr; end Mr. Thibodesux, two.l>

61950-1951 catalog, pp. 16-21.
71950-1951 catalog, p. 6.
81952—1953 catalog, pp. 23-29.
91952—1953 catalog, p. 13.
1OMessen r, January, 1952, p. 5.

1
lSchedule of Classes, Fall, 1952; see also, Meggenger, October,
1952, p. 6,

12Messenggr, October, 1952, p. 6.

13Schedule_ofACIasses, Fall, 1952.
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Both Miss Presley's name and Professor Perry's name are absent
from the fall, 195}, schedule. President BonDurant taught all the Greek
and Mrs. BonDurant directed the Chorsl Club. Virginia Perry, wife of
Professor Perxry, began a course in chalk art that semester.1u Also,
Anthony Thibodeaux was succeeded by L. L. Hinton as minister of the Eliza-
beth City congregation and as part-time teacher on the college staffels
Grace Sullivan taught a course each semestef and offered private pilano
1essons.l6

The 19551956 catalog listed the following staflf: George Bon-
Durant, Walker Perry, Harold Turner, L. L. Hinton, Neal Puckett, Virginis

7

Perry, Pearl Presley, Grace Sulliven, and Sarah BonDurant.l Harold Tur--

ner, no longsr teaching}g was now ligted as field representative; Walker

19

Perry, registrar; Neal Puckett, librarian; and Pearl Presley, dietician.
In the fall of 1956, the boys received their first dormitory

parent, L. L. Hinton, who was named dean of men and moved into Faith Hall

following the death of his first wife.zo Other changes included the resig-

21 22

nation of Haroid Turmer, a leave of absence for Grace Sullivan, and

thessen er, November, 1954, p. 2.

1oMegsen r, November, 1954, p. 2.

16 nedule of Classes, Fall, 195,

1119551956 catalog, pp. 13, 1h.

18
Messenger, August, 1955, p. 2.

1919551956 catalog, p. 1l

QOMessenggr, September, 1956, p. 1.

21His lagt check was September 10, 1956, business office records.,

2 Messen r, August, 1956, p. 3.
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the addition of Rebecca Mcore to teaoh.Fieshman English and'be dean of
women while taking courses at Roancke to sﬁpplement her degree from Bast
Carolina Gollege.23

The 1957-1958 catalog lists the following administrators: George
BonDﬁrant, president s Neal Pucket{, dean; Walker Perry, registrar; Sarah’
BonDurant, office secretary; Virginia Perry, librarian; Egypt Puckett,
dietician and work supervisor; L. L., Hinton, dean of men; Pearl Presley,
dean of women.2Ll Cary Darmelly was called before the year began to
become promotional direotor¢25 During that fall semester, Perry Laught -
fifteen hours; BonDurant, ten; Puckett, twelve; Presley, four; 5. Bon-
Durant, four; E. Puckett, nine; and Hinton, two.26

A revision of the curriculum preceded the 1958-1959 school year.
4 large part of this revision was combining of sgimilaxr two-hour courses
into four-hour courses; some courses were rensmed. Alfthough some courses
were dropped, no entirely new courges were a,dded.27 Efforts were made to
return to the first year's plan to have all classes completed by 1:00 P. M.
go students would be able to work on off-campus jobs.28 Wilbur Thomas,
ninister of the Victory Boulevard congregation, Portsmouth, Virginia,

joined the gtaff, teaching personal evangelism.29 Mrg. Margaret Hayman

23Messeng§£, September, 1956, p. 3.
2y 957.1958 catalog, p. 1l.

25Messen r, August, 1957, p. 2.

2680hedule of Classes, Fall, 1957,

3

211958-1959 catalog, pp. 23-28.

28
Schedule of Classes, Fall, 1958,

29Messen z, October, 1958, p. 2.
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s 30 A
also was added as dietician. Charles G. Presley replaced Walker Perry
as professor in the fall of 1959; he also sérved as academic dean and

A Egypt Puckett was appointed librarian.32 Cary Dennelly
33

dean of men.
taught during this year.
In the fall of 1960, BorDurant taught fifteen hours; Puckett,
twelve; C. Presiey, sixteen; P. Presley, niqe; Junior Beth BonDurant,
four; Mark Woolard, one; Dannelly, one.3h Willie Lee White joined the
cafeteria staff ag sook in October, 1960.35 The Pucketts resigned after
this academic year and W. Graham Barnes joined the staff on a part-time
basis while continuing his ministry at West End Church of Christ, Gretna,
Virginia.36 In the fall of 1962, Cary Dannelly returned to the staff
after a year's leave and John Thomas, new minister at the Elizabeth City
congregation, was aéded to teach perscnal evangelism.37
A major shift in the academics at Roanocke Bible College preceded
the 1963-196l year. C(lagses were extended te Monday, making a five-day
week, rather than four-day. Three new full-time professors, Melvin Styons,

Beth BonDurant, and Willlam Griffin, and a part-time librarisn, Patricia

Griffin, were added. A new program of study, consisting of Christian

¢

0
3 Messenger, October, 1958, p. 2,

Mtegsen r, September, 1959, p. 2.
321959-1960 catalog, p. 10.
3BSchedu1e of Classes, Spring, 1960.
BLLSchedule of (lasses, Fall, 1960,

BSSalary records in business office.

6
3 Messenger, July, 1961, p. 1,

37Messen r, October, 1962, p. 2.
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Ministry Program (BA, BSL), Biblical Arts Program (BA), Christian Workers
Program (CWC), and Junior College Program (AA) were introduced. Ovew
twenty entirely new courses were offered.38 During the first semester,
G. BonDurant taught twenty-two hours; Griffin, eighteen; Presley, seven-
teenj B. BorDurant, sixteen; Styons, nine; Woolard, six; S. BonDurant,
five; Thomas, one; Damnelly, one; and "staff,™ one.39 Miss BonDurant,
also served as registrar; Styons, counselor; and Griffin, bursar.ho
Louise Spruill became dormitory hostess for Shavender Hall and school
nurse,hl Mrg, Griffin became full-time librarisn in the fall of l96h.h2

The programs of study and courses of instruction introduced during
the 1963-196l academic year remsined basically constant through the
remaining years of the first twenty-five years of Roancke Bible College
with only minor chehges to the curriculum. The 1966-1967 catalog ammounced
a change in the grading scale. Since the beginning of the school, sixty
had been passing; sixbdy through sixty-nine, D; seventy through seventy-
nine, C: eighty through eighty-nine, B; and ninety through one hundred,
A.uB The new system made seventy passing; seventy through seventy-seven,
b; seventy-eight through eighty-five, C; eighty-six through ninety-nine,

Lk

B: and ninety-four through one hundred, A.

The staff began to greatly expand during the last eight years of

38196@—1965 catalog, pp., 12-20,
39
Schedule of Classes, Fall, 1963,

hOMessen r, October, 1963, p. 2.

thessenggr, October, 1963, p. 3.

thessenggr, September, 196k, p. 1.
W3catalogs, 1948-1965. B1966-1967 catalog, p. 10.
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the quarter century, and there was a large turn-over in minor staff
pogitions and part-time teachers. Homer Styons replaced John Thomas asg
teacher of personal evangelism in the fall of 1965 when he became minister
of the Elizabeth Gity church. Styons was also appointed baskethall coach,
relieving President BorDurant of this additional task.hs Griffin was
appointed dean of men.h6 Shirley Cash began as assistant to the dietician
during the summer of 1965.h7 Pnillip Alligood joined the staff in October,
1965, as promotiocnal director.JJrB Tddie and Barbara Griffin became dormi-
tory parents in Shavender Hall in the fall of 1966.h9

Beginning in the fall of 1966, Melvin Styons tock a three-year

50

. sabbatical for additional studies. Merriti Watson‘joihed the faculty

1
in 1967 and his wife, Linda, became secretary to the presiden*t,5 Later
he also became office manager,52 and she began to teach secretarial
courses.53 Lerry Noyes taught introductory accounting during the fail
g b

semester, 196 Dianne Britton joined the staff as secretary to the

hS1965—1966 catalog, p. 3.

h61965—1966 catalog, p. 3.

hTMessenggr, Auguast, 1965, p. 3.

8 ‘ .
Messenger, August, 1965, p. 3.
h9Messer_159_£, October, 1966, p. 3.

SOMessenggr, October, 1966, p. 3; Messengex, July, 1969, ». 3.

1

> Messenger, August, 1967, p. 1.
52)968-1969 catalog, p. 3.
531968-1969 catalog, p. 6.

Shﬂggsen er, September, 1968, p. 3.
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pragident in 1968,55 a position she held ﬁntil ¥ebruary, 19?1.56 John
Hamilton became maintenance supervisor in 1968.57 Ted Davenport began
the Roancke Press in Auvgust, 1968,58 and continued as college printer

even after his moving to the Victory Boulevard church, Portsmouth, Vir-

59

ginig, in December, 1972, Charles Spencer served as bookkeeper from

Tune, 1969,%° wntil June, 1971.6

Leon Williams taught a course in Christian recreation from the

fall of 1969 througn the spring of 1972.62 Joan Bawyer hecame registrar

with the beginning of the 1970-1971 academic year.63 Phillip Alligood

transferred from promotional director to superintendent of buildings and
6 .

~grounds in Januwary, 1971. L Rebececa Hedrick bhecame secretary to the

5

and her husband, Stephen, became program

66

president in February, 1971,6

director upon his graduation in June. They stayed with the school until

55Messenger, September, 1968, p. 3.

56Messen er, April, 1971, p. 3.
5T,

egssenger, September, 1968, p. 3.
58Messenger, September, 1968, p. ﬁ.
59

Messenger, January, 1973, p. 3.
60Messenger, June, 1969, p. 3.
61

Megsenger, June, 1971, p. 3.
6280hedules of classes for these years.
63Messenggr, Octobér, 1870, p. 2.
6hMessenger, February, 1971, p. 3.
6$ﬂg§§§§g§£, April, 197L, ». 3.

66Messeng§r, June, 1971, p. 3.
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until

May, 1972.67 Linda Joyner served as bookkeeper from May, 197168

January, 1972.69 Melva Whitaker became maiiing list supervigor in June,
1971,70 and became bookkeeper in Januaxry, 1972.71 Susan Free became sec-—
retary and mailirg list supervisor in January, 1972.?2

The silver ammiversary year added six new staff members. Beginning
the new year were Garrett and Melissa Lewis as director of student recruit-
ment and secretary to the president, respectively; Randy Masters as cafe-
teria manager; Joy Bright as bookkeeping assistant; and Iucille Griffin
ags assistant bookstore manager.73 Upon gradustion, Bob Moulden became
college evangelist.7h Also, sophomore Barry MceCarty taught courses in
karate that year.75

¥rom ten courses, totaling 30 szemester hours, the first year, the
college had grown to forty-nine courses totaling 11l semester hours at the
begimming of the twenty-fifth year. Rather than six ingtructors, there

were thircteen., In 1948, the average teaching load was five hours; in

1972, almost nine. In 1948, the six teachers were the only employees of

67Sa1ary records, business office.

68Messenger, June, 1971, p. 3.
69Messenger, February, 1972, p. 2.
TQMegsenger, June, 1971, p. 3.

71ﬂgg§en er, February, 1972, p. 3.
721‘.!.6_5&%63, February, 1972, p. 3.
73Messenger, September, 1972, p. 2.
7hMg§§§Qgg£, June, 1973, p. 2.

75Schedule of Classes, Fall, Spring, 1972-1973,
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the college; however, by the end of the silver amiversary year, there
were thirty on the payrolls.76

The first three years of Roanoke Bible College had secen steady
-growth in total registrations: eighteen, thirty-four, and forty-two.
Although the fourth year total enrollment dropped to thirty-five, there
were twenty-four full-time students this semester compared to twenty-two,
nineteen, and twelve the first semester the preceding thrse years., For
the 1952-1953 year, the total enrollment rose to thirty-nine; yet it then
declined each yvear for the next four: thirty-seven, thirty-six, thirty-
one, twenty-eight. In fact, only one freshman enrolled for the 1953-1954
gchool year. During that year, there were fourteen sophomores, eight
juniors, and five seniors.77 Howeﬁer, thirteen freshmen are shown in the
1954-1955 yearbook, The total enrollment jumped to fifty-three for 1957-
1958; yet the fall full—time enrollment was the same it had been the pre-—
vious year, twenty-three.

The feollowing fall, a full-time record of thicty-four was set,
and this began an\upward trend for fall semester full-time enrollment with
forty-two, slegty-two, and sixty-three the next three years, This declined
to forty-eight in 1963. A climb began again in 1964, and continued steadi-
ly through 1970 with these totals: fifty-two, fifty-eight, sixty-one,
geventy~three, eightyusix, one hundred twenty, one hundred fifty. The fall
full-time enrcllment for the last two years of the first quarter century

were 136 and 1);7. The elusive one hundred total enrollment had been

76

Salary records, business office.

77’l‘he Lighthouse, 1954, p. 26.
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finally surpassed in the 1968-1969 school year, with 101 enrolled. The
first semester of the next year saw 129 enroll. The silver anniversary
year set a record for total enrvollment atb 169.78

For the fall enrollment of 1948, there were twelve full-time
students; eight were from eagiern North Carolina, within one hundred
miles from HElizabeth City; the remaining fogr came from Atlanta with the
BonDurants, three of these transferred from Atlentas Christian College and
the other was Mrs. BonDuvrant's nephew. TFor the fall semester of the
second year, ten of the nineteen full-time students were eastern Noxrth
Carolinians; four came from the "Guealer Nozfolk Area," within Lifty
miles to the north of the college; four were from Atlanta; and one came
from Mogesen, Pemngylvania.

0f the third fall's total full-time enrollment of twenty-two,
eighteen came from eastern North Carolina, three from the Worfolk area,
and one from Atlanta., In the fall of 1951, all but two of the students
came from eastern North Carclina, with one of these two from South Nor—
folk and the other from Atlanta. The Chatham, Virginia, area was repre-
sented with three students in the fall of 1952, and one came from the
HBampton-Newport News, Virginia, srea. Added to these were one from South
Norfolk and twenty-seven from eastern North Carolina, One student came
from Texas in the fall of 1953 4o join five from Virginia and twenty«one
from North Careclina.

Ohio was represented in the fall, 1956, full-time student bedy,

although the student had become acquainted with the college as a result

Bstudies on pp. 57 through 62 were made from enrollment records
in the registrar's files unless otherwise noted.

......
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of being stationed in the United States Navy at Blizabeth City. Another
Texan registered in the fall of 1956; he héd been a student at Atlanta
during the BonDurant administration. The thirty-four full-time students
in 1959 followed the same pattern: twenty-three North Caroliniang, six
Virginians, one from Atlanta, two from Ohic, one from Florida.

This picture began to change in the fall of 1960. Of the seventeen
full-time new students, eight came from eastexn North Carclina, one from
the Norfolk ares; but eight came from other states: three from Pennsyl-
vania, two from Indiana, and one each from Maryland, Ohio, and West Vir-
ginia. There were more new students from states other than North Carolina
end Virginis in this student body than there had been total students from
states olher than these two in any previous yea?. No doubt, the tours of
the Choral Club into these areas for the first time the previous year were
reflected in this broadened base of enrollment. 9 TFor the first time,
Virginia wvegistered as many new students as North Carolina in the fall
of 1961, and surpassed North Carolina by one student the following year,.
However, North Carolina supplied at least half of all the new students
for the next three years until the first semesters of 1966 and 1967 when
astates other than Virginia and North Carolina tied North Carolina in the
number of new students.

The pericd of fastest growth for the college came between 1967 and
1970. DNavid Branholm graduated frém the college in 1967 and entered full-
timé evangelism.BO He was an excellent recruiter of ministers and is prob-

ably one of the most important factors in growth during this periocd. There

79ﬂessegg§£, November, 1959, p. 1; Messenger, April, 1960, p. 1.

80
Messenger, May, 1967, p. 1; Messenger, January, 1968, p. 3.
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were forty-one new students for the fall of 1968; sixteen from North Caro-
lina, twelve from Virginia, and thirteen from other states, The following
fall there were fifty-four new students, L8 percent of whom came from
states other than North Carolina and Virginia; and Virginia outnumbered
North Carolina. Tall, 1970, enrollment included sixty-six new students of
which only ten were from North Carolina, thirty were Virginians, and
twenty-six were from other states.

Total enrollment slumped in 1971, the year that Bluefield College
of Evangelism, of which Bwranholm was the president, began; there were
forty-six new students. The Spokesmen, a quartet composed of students,

- recruited during the summer hefore the silver anniversar& year, and enroll-
ment set a record at 162 for the fall semester with & record number of

new gtudents, éixty—seven. Virginia accounted for L5 percent of these,
while North Carolina sent 33 percent, and other states supplied 20 percent.
Florida was the home of seﬁen of the fifteen students coming from other
states,

Women never cutnumbered men in full-time enrollment, For the
fall semester of the first year, there were seven men and five women
taking a full-time load. Thus 58 percent of this first student body wasg
male, This remained at the same level the second year, bubt climbed the
next three years until the fifth year when the highest percentage of male
students was enrolled, 75 percent. Through the next eight years, the
percentage of men in the full-time envollment stayed in the sixties and-
seventies. But, in the fall of 1961, this percentsge fell to 53 and the
percentage stayed in the 50's for the rest of the quarter century except
for the falls of 1963 and 196l when it again rose to the 60's. In the fall

of 1968, there were férty—three men and forty-three women,
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During the first semester of the.school, ten students were resi-
dent students, and eight were non—resident;‘making 56 percent residency.
This number peaked at 75 percent the fifth and ninth years, but fell to
L5 percent during the tenth year. During the second decade, it [luctuated
betwéen 53 and 71 percent. During the last five years, it reached an
all-time high of 83 percent residency in the fall of 1970, and averaged
13 percent for the five years.

Wo retention records were kept for the first twenty-five years.
In a spot check of full-~time fall enrollments beginning in 1948 and then
checked every four years, the first year had the smallest percentage to
graduate from Roanoke, with only L2 percent of those full-time students
in 1948 going on to graduwate. Although the next four-year statistic
rose to 66 percent, there was no pattern set; for it fell to 61 percent
in 1956, rose to 68 percent in 1960, peaked with 79 percent in 196l,
and declined to 7); percent in 1968 and 66 percent in 1972, The average
of these perceniages is 65 percent. This would say that on the average
two-thirds of a full-time student body in any given fall would eventually
receive a degree at Roanoke. A spof check of new students at four—
year intervals, beginning in 1960, revealed that 63 percent of those
entering as full-time students in 1960 were graduated; 59 -percent of
thoge in 196l; 59 percent of those in 1968; and 52 percent of those in.
1972. This leads to the question as to the intention of the students when
they‘first enroll as, on the average, only 58 percent complete a degrec
progTam.

During the first decade, the B. A. degree was received by 75 pexr-
cent of the thirty-six diplomas granted. Omly six of the graduates, or

17 per cent, received the B, 8. L, Three Master of Arts degrees were
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awarded during these years, although the program was not listed in the
catalogs. During the second decade, eighty-three were graduated with
forty-five, or 5l percent, receiving the B, A, The B, S. L, was conferred
upon 29 percent, or twenty-four., The first Christian Workers Certificafe
was given in 1971 and thirteen more were received during this decade, to.
account for 17 ﬁercent of the total degrees. During the last five years,
229 degrees were granted as follows: forty;one (37 percent) B. A.; forty-
four (10 percent) B. 8. L.; and twenty-five (23 percent) C. W. C.

The over-all totals and percentages for the firgt twenty-five
years were 113 B. A. (L9 percent), 74 B. S. L. (32 percent), 39 C. W. C.
(17 percent), end 3 M. 4. (1 percent). This total of 229 degrees was
awarded to 223 people, as 6 received {wo degrees. o one ever received
the Church Secretarial Certificate, listed in the catalogs from 1948
through 1963, nox the Associate in Arts degree, listed in the catalogs
from 1963 through the twenty-fifth year.

During the first decade, Tl percent of the graduates were men,
In fact, only one woman was gradusted in the first four classes. The per-
centage of women graduates steadily rose from the 26 percent in the first
decade to 38 percent in the second, and b} percent in the last five years.
Of the 223 graduates, 136 were males (61 percent) and 37 were females
(39 percent). |

These graduates settled close to their aglma mater. In fact, féur
years after this quarter century had ended, 87 of the 215 living graduates
from these twenty-five years were living in North Carolina, and 60 were in
Virginia, Overall, 76 percent were living within a three hundred mile

radius of the college.

The library did not keep pace with growth in enrollment and staff.
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In fact, for the first fifteen years, the library was almost non-existent.
Tn the announcement of the college to the bwethren in August, 1948, four
ways of helping the new enterprize were listed. The fourth was stated:
"Send gifts of money, foodstuffs, librafy books, or other material con-

tributions to the College.“81 The first issue of The Roanoke Mesgenger

expressed appreciation for various gifts received at the beginning of the
82
college, but no mention was made of library books or materials. The
third issuve carried the following appeal:
Amdng the first tasks of a new Bible College is the building of a
good library. Do you have & few volumes, either religious or secu-
lar, which you are willing to contribute? Perhaps some elderly
minister or other leader has a library which hg wounld like to dedi-
cate to the training of these young preachers. 3
The same igsue thanked Mrs. H. P. Hampton for "geveral fine volumes for
our new 1ibra,ry.“8LL
Although accession records were not begun until January, 1957,
the first three books listed were the gifts of Mrs. H. P. Hampton, given

October 30, 1948. The books are Christ in Isaish, Natural Lews in the

Spiritual World, and St. Paul's Concept of Christianity.Bs The following

issue of the Messenger named three library donors, including Mrs. Frankie

J. Leighton.86 Barly accession records cite the Leightons with the gifi

1 )
"Anmnouncing Roanoke Bible College" p. i, bound as the first
issue of The Roanoke Messenger,

BgMessenggg, October, 1948, p. L.

83
Megsenger, December, 1948, p. 2.
al

Messenger, December, 1948, p. 3.
SSLibrary'accession records; see glgo inscriptions in the books.

86Meésenger, Jamiary, 1949, p. 3.
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of over fifty volumes, and President Bonﬁurant remembers that they regretted
having donated o Disciple State Secretary C. ¢. Ware a large part of their
library for hig Discipliana collection now at Atlantic Christian College,
Wilsomn.

In February, 1957, when the librarian begen accessioning over one
thousand books that had been in the attic of Wilkinson Hall when it was
purchaged, there were only }65 books in the accession record. Most of
the books in the Wilkinson Hall collection were fiction or outdated ref-
erence books, over 60 percent of which wewe later discarded.

n December, 1960, announcement was made that the library had been
named in honor of Mary B. Griffith of Washington, District of Columbia,
who "for several years sent a regular gift each month . . , designated
Nibrary.'" Miss Griffith had been a regular giver to the college since
its begimming; she had been superintendent of the junior depariment of
the Mit. Rainier Church where President BonDurant grew up, and he crgdited
her with playing an important role in influencing his life in paths of
Christian service, In a letber stating her appreciation for the honon,
ghe stated, "To me a libraxry has always been the acme . . . of an insti-
tution."88 At this time, there were 1,550 books in the colleotion.89

During 1961 the library grew by two hundred books._ These books
included many valuable reference works; some of the alummi took an active

interest in -soliciting and donating books, and the Alumni Agsociation

87Personal interview with George W. BonDurant, June 1l, 197?.

88Messen r, December, 1960, p. 1.

89, . .
9L1brary accesgion records.
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purchased the Ante-Nicene Chrigtian Library, At the anmual. fall meeting
of the directors of the college, Howard Waters, student librarian, made a
report on the library, although the minutes do not include his remarks.gl
The RBC Bookstore was begun that profits could be used for library expan-
sion.92 The first books from the bookstore were accessioned on November
29, 1961.93

During 1962, the collection increased by over eight hundred vol-
umnes. Although it included some books that were only numbers and later
were discarded, it also included numerous books of weal value given by alumni
and a collection of over a hundred volumes, largely reference works, given
- by Graham Barnes, clagss of 1959, in memory of his father.9

However, in speaking of the academic year 1962-1963, President
BonDurant despéired, "The library has made little progress this year,
although the bookstore has added some vqlumes and shelves."96 The class

that graduated that year donated as ite departing gift the first uwnit of

97
the card catalog. In August, the Messenger made a front-page appeal forx

Livrary accession records; see also Alumni Association minutes,
August 25, 1961, filed in author's office.

o1 Minutes of Directors' Meeting, September 18, 1961 filed in
author's office,

¢ 92 Messenger, October, 1961, p. 3j see also, Messenger, Pebruary,
1962, p. 2.

Library accession records.

oh
Library accession records.
95Messen er, January, 1962, p. 2.

s ,
? Minutes of Directors' Meeting, Januvary 29, 1963.

97Méssen r, June, 1963, p. 3.
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books, stalting Roanoke would be happy to "accept anything from one book
to an entire collecticn."

As Patricia Griffin was preparing to return to the college with
her husband who would be teaching, she surveyed where she could best be
uged in service for the institution. She decided that the library was
the place, so she began studies in library science to become the college's
first trained librarian. When she joined the staff in the fall of 1963,
-the school's sixteenth year, 2,650 books had been accessioned. Already
the church at Berea in Hertford had undertaken a campaign to collect
books98 that added approximately one thougsand veolumes to the collection.99
In September, 196l, Mrs. Griffin reported 6,253 volumes in the 1ibrary.100
Although a large nuwsber of these three thousand new volumes may have been
of very dubious value, they also included approximately two hundred more
volumes given by Graham Barnes and a large number bought by the bookstore
especially for the library.101 At that time, an intensive driye was being
made for a total of eight thousand volumes as suggested by the Accrediting
Association of Bible Colleges.102

One year later, the fall of 1965, there were 7,088 books in the

. 103 , 104
collection., The number had grown to 8,900 by the next fall and

8

7 Mimutes of Directors' Meeting, September 30, 1963.
99Library accession records.
100

Minutes of Directors' Meeting, September 28, 196l
Library accesgion records.
102
Messenger, February, 1962, p. 3.
103, : , g
inutes of Directors' Meeting, October I, 1965,

10
J"Tfi:i_nu.’ces of Directors' Meeting, September 19, 1966,
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9,335 in the fall of 1967. In this last year, the librarian reported
to the directors that her total income for the previous year had been
$1,259.80, of which $1,025.00 was given by the bookstore. She pled for
more memorial gifts which were used "to purchase the finest books."106
She also announced at that time that she intended to soon start culliing
the "multitude of books stored in the attic."O7 Thus she reported a year

later that she now had "seven thousand good,books."108 But the culling

process continued as she reported only 6,050 books in January, 1970.109
But then the trend slowly began upward with 6,395 at the end of 1970;

0

6,78k, end of 19713 and 7,129 at the end of 1972.%1° A drvastic change took

place ag this number increased by 1,245 books to total 8,37L at the end

of 1973+

People, proérams, books at Roanoke Bible College for twenty-five
years—--a study in growth, slthough not always steadily upward, Yet, as
the silver amniversary year ended, there wés an adequate staff to train
the approximately two hundred gtudents for various areas of Christian ser-
vice and a library that for the last decade had made steady progress
toward becoming a collection that would sfford the institution a true

resource center,

N .
OSMinutes of Directors' Meeting, September 18, 1967,

106Library Repoxrt, Minutes of Directors' Meeting, September 18, 1967.

10T inutes of Directors! Meeting, September 18, 1967,

108Minutes of Directors' Meeting, September 16, 1968,

109 i vxary Report, Minubes of Directors' Meeting, Jamuary 19, 1971.

110Library Report, Minutes of Directors'! Meeting, Januwary 30, 1973.

111Library Report, Minutes of Directors' Meeting, January 29, 197kL.



Chapter L
FINANCIAL AWD PHYSICAL PLANT GROWIH

A growing institution demanded increased finances. Mention has
already been made of the extremely frugal budget of the earliest years.
Many of President BonDurant's hours were spent raising the funds to under-
write the expenses of the growing college, From its incepiion, the col-

lege newspeper, The Roanoke Messenger, has been used as a means for appeal-

ing for finaneial support. The first edition listed ten donors, called
"Ropeholders, with total gifts of $171.00. Following this list is "Our
Appeal" in which financial gifts were solicited so long as they not "be
at the expense’of your gift to any other loyal Gospel agency;"l Virtuaily
every copy of the paper sin?e then has Qarried an appeal for financial
gifts.

On Novembexr 1, 1948, students at the college sent pimeographed
letters to friends who had not yet denated to the college, asking for a
Thanksgiving Day gift.2 President BonDurant's first appeal letter was
mnailed January 6, 1949, to those who had already helpéd financially. This
letter asked for gifts toward the $2500.00 down payment on the building

later to be named Wilkingon Hall. On February 9, he mailed a letter to

| 326 non-donors, outside North Carolina, in which he xeported $1700.00 had

1Messenger, October, 1948, p. 3.

2
Thig letter and all other subsequent appeal letters are in
"Appeal Letterg! file in president's office.

68
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been raised and asked for help from these friends. A letter of February
21 reported that the successful down payment campaign had strained the
general funds: ‘'obligations for food, lights, heat, publication of 'The
Messenger, ' rents until we move into our new property, and other current
items are pressing upon us for immediate payments.". This letter appealed
to U}y previous donors and 2Lk non-donors in Nowrth Carolina. On May 19,
President BonDurant appealed to two hundred previous donors to help with
$2.00 each to raise the $500.00 needed to close the first school year
with all obligations paid. On June 1, the goal was within §200.00, and
he appealed to former donors to finish the debt. The following day he
addressed a letter to the entire malling list of approximately fifteen
hundred to ask for $1.00 each toward the short-term note of $1500.00 due
on August 15 for Wilkinson Hall. Thus during the first year, the Presi-
dent had sent six appeal letters, and the students had sent one. Gifts
and tuiltion had nearly met current expenses (with a deficit of $200.00 on
June 1) and provided a down payment for the first property. It is intex-
esting to note that President BorDurant's extension classes provided
15 percent of the total income for the firgt year from tuition alone, not
gcounting the numerous gifts generated by these weekly visits.3

Pregident BonDurant increased his appeal letters to seven the
second year. In his third one of that year, he appealed to 427 former
donors to become regular givers, people or churches who would try to give

a regular amount each month, He wrote:

3This and all subsequent annual income reports are based on com-
parative annual studies of income and disbursements, copies of which are
included in Appendix C.
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We need the equivalent of 50 persons, societies, classes, or churches
who will give $10.00 each month; 75 who will give $5.00 each month;
and 125 who will give $1.00 each month, We will not consider thesge
gifts as "pledges" if you sghould become unable or unwilling to send
them each month.
He proposed that this regular income of $1,000.00 per month would relieve
the frequentlymsent appeal letters. However, his letter of May 29 revealed
that $1,000.00 was needed to clear all debts for the second school year.
Total income for this year had been $12,263.68, of which $1500.00 had been
paid on the short-term note on Wilkinson Hall. Regular monthly payments
had been made on the property from the general fund, and approximately
$600,00 was spent for kitchen and dormitory equipment.h' On-campus tuition
accounted for $2,102.25 of the total income for this second year, or 17
percent of the $12,263.68,
Only one létter appealing for support for the genersl fund was
sent during the third year. In the other two appeal letters, finances
for the new dormitory, Faith Hall, were sought. A Januvary progress report
stated that the appeal for patrons to maintain regular monthly support for
current expenses at the same time Faith Hall was being funded had been
successful.S However, a year later a bold face "URGENT" in the Messenger
drew attention tg an appeal for $2,000,00 to cover general fund expenses
that had gone unpaid during congtruction and $1,000.00 to meet current
obligations.6 Two weekg later about one-third of the goaldhad been
7

reached.” And two months after the first appeal, only $1,200.00 had been

uMEssenggr, November, 1949, p. 3.
5Messen r, January, 1951, p. 8,
SMessen er, January, 1952, p. 3.

7Appeal letter, no date, filed before March 13, 1952,
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received toward paying off the old accounts, leaving $800.00 unpaid,8
and this amount increased to $1,L00.00 of unpaid bills at the end of the
school year.9 During this two-year period, Faith Hall, estimated at the

0 was built at a cost of

time of construction o be worth $40,000.00,%
312,923.38,11 $3,667.52 of which was borrowed;l2 Total income for these
two years was 331,1&3.73, of which 17 percent came from én—campus tuition,
Extension class tuition only provided $125.0b during the third year and
produced no iﬁcome during the fourth,

The fifth year began with all past bills paid u.p,l3 and even though
a campaign was launched to raise $1,000.00 to repair Wilkinson Hall,lLL
general fund bills were mostly current in Ja.nuary.l5 In March, the "Moxrt-
gage Free in '53" Campaign was launched to remove the $7,500.00 indebted-
ness on the collegeAproperty. During the following ten months, March
through December, $750.00 was to be raised each month with the college's
territory dilvided into distriects for each of these ten goals.16 A gift by
E. T. Watson of Raleigh of $1,500,00 at Christmas enabled the mortgage to

be burned on January 25.17 As could be expected, the fervor of the

BAppeal letter, March 13, 1952.
Iappeal letter, May 31, 1952.

lOAppeal letter, May 1, 1951.

11Messenggr, March, 1953, p. 3.

IZMessenggr, July, 1951, p. 1.

13Messeng§r, October, 1952, p. 1.

Miyessenger, October, 1952, p. 3.

15Messeng§r, Janmuary, 1953, p. 1.

lsMessenggr, March, 1953, p. 1.

17Mésseng§r, January, 195h,-p. 1.
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campaign to raise money for a special fund was detrimental to the general
fund, with only $333.50 contributed to the éeneral fund during November,
1953.18 By May 18, the oubstanding bills had been reduced to approxi-

mately $9OO.OO.19 The total income for these two years was $18,435.55

and $21,249.79, but it could be reported in September, 195h: ", . . the

college property is now morfgage free, General fund bills amount to only
5 few hundred dollarg, and salaries are in the best condition in several
w20

Yyears.

During the seventh year, the corner property, adjoining Wilkinson

Hall to the north, was purchased. The property contained sixteen thousand

square feet and a nine-room house, divided into two apartments. The lot
provided a parking lot and recreational space; the house was used for two
faculty families.21 On January 2L, 1955, a caﬁpaign was begun to raise
$1,500,00 for a down payment toward the $10,000.00 purchase price; thirty
days later the goal was reached.22 The new building was ﬁamed Shavender
Hall in honor of Herman G. Shavender who had been chief in charge of con-
gtruction of Faith Hall and renovation of Wilkinson IHall while he was a
student, 23 And, even though the general fund suffered, a campaign to

¢lear up bills wag "fully successful, and for the firet time in its seven

18
Measenger, Janvary, 1954, p. L.

lgAppeal letter, May 18, 195h.

20Messen r, September, 1954, p. 3.

yogsen r, Pebruary, 1955, p. 1; Appeal letter, March 21, 1955;
Messenger, September, 1955, p. 1. See map on following page for this

property.
22§gssen r, March, 1955, p. 1.

2
3Messen er, August, 1955, p. L.
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Faith, 1951

BonDurant, 1951
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year history Roanocke Bible College ended a school year with all bills
,paid."Qh The total income for this year was $16,611,35, arnd the college
now owned three buildings: Wilkinson Hall, Faith Hall, and Shavender
Hall, the first two of which. were mortgage free, Adjacent o these
properties on the south was the president's home.

Repairs on Shavender Hall in August began g financial cr:i.sisgS
that was quickened by three hurricanes that devastated the area. The hur-
ricanes, although causing very little damage to the college property, did
"substantial damage . . . to many of our patrons in the very area where
our heaviest support has been.”26 In addition, on September 29, the
-directors initiated a campaign to raise $2,000.00 for thé first of two
armiial notes on Shavender Hall.2! This §2,000.00 was raised by Maxch, 2o
and the eigh%h year ended with $1,000.00 owed in general fund bills.29 ’
Total income for this eighth year was $17,101.20.

By time school open;d the ninth &ear, the indebtedness had reached
$1,989.81. President BonDurant began a campaign of five appeal letters,

spaced two weeks aﬁart, informing patrong of the need and reporting prog-

ress; the last of these letters, on November 15, reported that only $580.39

was still owed. By early December the indebtedness was cleared.BO Thig

2hmessenger, August, 1955, p. 1.
25Messenger, October, 1955, p. L.
26Messeng§r, October, 1955, p. L.
27Messenger, October, 1955, p. 2.
28Messengpr, March, 1956, p. 1. ”
29Appeal letter, Septembe: 20, 1956,

0 .
3 Messenger, December, 1956, p. 1.
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continued Into the new calendar year.Bl But the campaign to raise $500.00
to pay the final annmal note plus an additional $500,00 on the first mort-
gage again took its toll in the general fund.32 ‘The Shavender Hall cam-—
paign was successful.33 So, during the 1956-1957 school year, President
BonDurant sent ten appeal letters; yet, in July, $2,000.00 was owed and
total income between January and June had been $2,400.00 less than the
same period the previous Year.3h Total income for the year was $18,230.46.

The tenth year saw two financial campaigns inauvgurated: +the Sep-
tember meeting of the directors proposed to pay off the Shavender Hall
moxtgage by making the remaining momthly payments on a weekly basis and
thus cut to sixteen months the payment peripc‘z.35 It waé proposed that
fifty-two congregations be found which would give the $69.70 payments for
the first yéaf, and then that sixteen of these would be asked to give'
again so that all payments would be made by January 27, 1959.36 In Janu-
ary, o campalgn was begun ;o insure $1;OO0.00 a month in regular gifts so
that the repeated appeals, which were "embarrassing, expensive, and time
consuming," might be eliminated., It was reported that dﬁ&ing 1959 thirty-

seven individuals and churches had given "regular gifts" each month, total-

ing about one-third of all gifts. Regular gift cards were sent out %o

3]'.Messen r, January, 1957, p. 1.
32Messen r, January, 1957, p. 3.
3Messen r, March, 1957, p. 2.
pppoal lotter, July 2k, 1957.
35Messeng§r, October, 1957, p. i.

36Appeal letter, September 25, 1958,
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everyone on the mgiling 1ist.3? By the end of the school year, 153 regu-
36

lar givers were sending $671.28 per month, Total income for this tenth
year was $20,2L45.09.

The first decade had been a continuous finaneial struggle. The
ten years could be characterized by emergency appeals. And although total
income rose steédily during the first six years from $7,609.99 to $21,2L9.79,
it dropped sharply the seventh year to $16,597.65 and did not again rise
to the peak for the rest of the decade. The sixth year's summit came from
the successful campaign to end the school year with no debts. However, & cam-
paign to remove the moxrtgage on Shavender Hall (just over half the amount
of the previous mortgage) which was begun during the tenth year never
motivated the people; and the mortgage was not burned wntil the sixteenth
year. But, in spite of the financial struggle, two large pieces of prop-
erty had been acquired, the houses on each of them had been extensively
repaired, and Faith Hall had been built. This plant had cost over
$47,000.00, yet slightly over $3,000.00 was owed on it.

The bulk of financial suppowrt during this period came from North

Carolina. Through August of 1956, The Roancke Messenszer ran its ropeholders

list. After the first one, without exception, the vast majority of givers
as well as the amount of gifts came from North Carolina. In the February,
1955, issue, thirfy donors who had contributed more than $500.00 during the
first six and a half years were listed. Except for President BonDurant}s

family and former Bible school superintendent, all but three were North

37Messenger, Pebruary, 1958, p. L.

3B.Messen r, May, 1958, p. L.
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Carolinians.39 In the accompanying list of donors who had contributed
twenty-five or more times, over B0 percent were North Carolinisns.

During this first ten years, total income was $163,388,1L. Of
thig, $118,383.19, or 73 percent, was from gifts, and $29,905.22, or 16
percent, came from room, board, and tuition. The wremaining sum came from
the sale of textbhooks, extension class tuition, and miscellaneous sources..

Tuition charges were raised at the begiming of +the second decade.
Estimated total charges for on-campus students were raised to $576.00 from
$3L40.00 which had been the charge since leaving the $308.00 of the first
four years.ho Previously, all dormitory students had been required to
A work at various chores for approximately four hours per week. No credit
had been directly applied to accouﬁts for tﬁis work, but this had bheen
taken into consideration in figuring charges. Under the new charges
beginning in the fall of 1958, work would be optional, and a student would

L This did not,

be credited $1.00 per hour on his account for all work.
however, increase income from students the first year; for although the
full-time enrollment incréased slightly and the resident enrollment
decreased slightly, the total room, board; and tuition collected for the
school year was $3,491.85 as compared to $3,739.98 the previous year.

By February, 1959, the year-old regular gift campsign had reached
$823.96 from two hundred donors. The largest gift was $40.00, and there
. were seventy-six §1.00 gifts; there were only nine gifts above 310.00.h2 .

A concentrated effort was being made to avoid special appeals. Nothing

39Messen r, February, 1955, p. 5.
L0

BSee catalogs for these years.

thessenggr, September, 1958, p. 3.
h2Messeng§r, February, 1959, p. 1.
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was said in The Roancke Messenger about either the Shavender Hall cam-

paign or regular gift campaign. In fact, there was no appeal for finan-
cial support in four of the issues of the eleventh ;)rea,r.l"3 And, in the
other issues, the_appeals were very subtle; there were no bold-faced
"HELP" or "URGENT® pleas. Total income was $20,402.19, slightly more
than the previous year, but gifts were down about $300.00. Only more
income from camp thanrthe previous year caused the ftotal to surpass that
former year.

The tight financial condition of the college was reflected in a
motion at the fall meeting of the directors at the beginning of the
- twelfth year that "Shavender Hall mortgage be removed from special appeal
status." The motion was carried, ﬁeed for more regular gifis was also
stresged, However, the winter meeting of the directors decided to renew
the Shavender Hall campaign by proposing that each student, graduate,
faculty member, incorporato%, director,'and auxiliary member pay or raise
$10.00 by April 1. This would produce the final $2,000.00 :n.eeded.hS The
issue of the Messenger for May was still hoping that the ﬁortgage would
be burned at graduation;h6 yet it was not;h7 The January meeting of the

directors was told that 230 donors were now making regular gifts of

hBMessgnggr, December, 1958; Meggenger, March, 1959; Messenger,
May, 1959; Messenger, July, 1959,

hllM’inutes of Directors' Meeting, September 1l, 1959,
hSMessen er, March, 1960, p. 3.
héMessenggr, May, 1960, p. L.

hTMinutes of Directors' Meeting, January 30, 1963.
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$936,66 monthly.h8 Total income for this year rose to $22,179.60 and
tuition rose to 22 percent of the total.

The commodious house adjacent to the BonDurant property on the
south was offered for sale to the college in the summer of 1960 just when
it geemed that prospects of total on-campus registration would overflow
both Faith Hall and the dining room, and that the chépel would he teo
small for the student body and faculty. The building on this property
could.house girls and furnish space for the chapel so that Faith Hall
could be used exclusively for boys and the cafeteria could expand into
another room in Wilkinson.h9 The directors, in a special meeting, pro-—
 posed that the 156 officers, alumni, and stydents raise 31560.00 of the
$2,000,00 down payment toward the $16,000,00 purchase price.so By Auvgust é?,
$1,200,.00 had been raised;SI the building was occupied by twelve girls
and Miss Presley at the beginning of the school year;52 and by Sepbember 19,
$2,358.86 had been raised.53 A MEssengér article in January appealed

5h

for 365 new regular givers in 1961, In the spring a brochure was mailed
to churches beyond the Roanoke areas asking for support thét go far had

come from the immediate area.s5 The May Messenger again appealed for

hBMinutes of Directors' Meeting, January 25, 1960.

thetter, dated July 5, 1960, filed with Directors' Minutes.

_ 5OMinutes of Directors' Meeting, July 11, 1960, and letter,
dated July 22, 1960, filed with these minutes.

SlLetter, dated August 27, 1960, filed with Directors' Minutes,
52Messenger, September, 1960, p. 3.

53Minutes of Directors' Meeting, September 19, 1960.

ShMessen r, January, 1961, p. 3.

55“The Atlantic Coast States Need Roancke Bible College," bhound
in Roanoke Megsengexr after April, 1961,
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regular givers and announced that "For the past 13 years, 95 percent of
the support for Roanoke had come from churches and individuals within a

56 During this thirteenth year the first April

two hundred mile area."
Showers campaign was launched; this new method would enable a number of
future years to close debt free. After recounting the blessings of the
year, the editor of the Messenger concluded:
In the fact of these showers of blessings, we ought to close with
“April Showers of Dollar Bills." We are appealing to our friends who
are not regular givers to Roancke, to Jjoin in this campalgn, and send
us one dollar in April and one in May. This %s a reagonable and pain-
lese way to solve our problem [npaid bills). 7
Total income svrpassed $30,000,00 this year by $91.13.

In April and May of 1962, the April Showers campaign was extended
by asking students, alumni, and officers to mail letters to friends ask-~
ing for one thousand gifts of $5.00 and $10.00 as there was a deficit in
the general fund of 36,000.00.58 By May 3, the deficit had been lowered

o $3,500.oo.59

Potal gifts for this year were $32,917.89.

Another concentrated effort to enlist regular givers was launched
in the fall of 1962 with the appointment of a Regular Gift Gommittee"by
the directors.6o Success for this could be seen in the annual report that
regular gifts had increased more than $2,000.00 during the fifteenth year

over the previous year. And this, coupled with favorable response from

April Showers, produced a report in June that the coliege wag "in our best

56Méssenger, May, 1961, p. 3.
5

TMessenger, April, 1961, p. L.
SBAppeal letter, March 29, 1962,
59appeal letter, May 3, 1962.

60Messenger, November, 1962, p; 1.
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financial condition of four years.“él The budget was now reported as
$2,378.00 per month;®2 the property value had risen above $97,000.00 with
only $9,000.00 indebtedness.63 Muition had provided 2l percent of the
$3h,885,60 incom: this year,

During the sixteenth year, two mortgages were burned and additional
property was purchased. The second mortgage on the ¥ew Girls' Dormitory
was burned at the fall direciors' meeting,6u and the first mortgage on
Shavender Hall was dburned at the winter meeting.6S At this latter meet-
ing, they also voted to buy the corner lot adjacent to the Shavender Hall

66 which was paid for in full on June 30.67 Total

property for $3,500.00,
income rose to $36,3L7.L9 that yeawx.

In the fall of the seventeenth year, a building fund campaign was
launched. The directors called for each member of the Roanoke Fawily to
give or ralse $100.00 before the January'meeting,68 In November, a special
building committee of incorporators and alumni met with representatives of

6
the Paden Company. 4 This company drew up plans and estimated price of

the proposed building to house classrooms, offices, and a temporary chapel70

61Messenger, June, 1976, p. 2.
6

6

2Messenger, February, 1963, p. 3.

3Messenger, February, 1963, p. 1.

6hMinutes of Directors' Meeting, September 30, 1963.
65Minutes of Directors' Meeting, Jamary 28, 196k.

6
QMinutes of Directors' Meeting, January 28, 196l.

67Messenger, July, 196L, p. 1.

68Minutes of Directors! Meeting, September 28, 196lL.

6%inutes of Directors' Meeting, January 26, 1965,

pMosgenger, October, 196l, p. 1.
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to be $52,OOO.OO.71 By Mzy, $32,000.00 had been pledged and grovnd break-
ing was held on May 15.72 Total income for this year dropped for the first
time in the decade, to $33,990.76.

The new building was completed and occupied in early November,

h

dedicated on Thanksgiving Day573 named Heritage Hall in January, and

by July 9 had been completely paid for.75 With the ocecupancy of Heritage
Hall, the dovmstairs of Wilkinson Hall was completely given to cafeteria,
and the upstairs was used entirely for library. In the midst of railsing
the last of the money for the new building, a successful April Showers
reaped §5,108,01 toward a general fund deficit of $3,000.00 plus approxi-
mately the same amount in salaries.76 Although all was not paid at the
end of the school year, the college was in the best financial condition of
three years.77 In fhe light of this, a campaign was begun in June to

78

secure one hundred new regular givers after lauvnching in January a cam-
paign to find £ifty individuals or churches to give $1.00 a day for the
second unit of the new building to be used as a library and oafeteria.79

Income rose by over $15,000,00 above the previcus year to $49,351.70.

71Messen v, January, 1965, p. 1.

72Messenger, May, 1965, p. 2.
73Meésenger, November, 1965, p. 1.
7hﬂesseng§£, January, 1966, p. L.
75Messenger, Auvgust, 1966, p. 1.

76Letter from President BonDurant to alumni and officers, dated
March 16, 1966, bound as A/0 Letters, available in his office.

77M’essen v, June, 1966, p. 1.

78Messen er, June, 1966, p. 1.

79Messenger, January, 1966,-p. 3.
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During the nineteenth year, there was a concentration on efforts

to secure fifty dollar-g-day donors. to build the iibrary—oafeteria section

81
Bo By August, half-way point had been reached. Over

82

of Heritage Hall.
$4,000.00 in April Showers enabled the school y=ar Fo cloge debt free.
Because of substantial gifts of the Presley family (the family of Mrs,
BonDurant and Miss Presley), the new girls' dormitory was named Presley
Dormitory at the beginning of this year.83 Total income took another
substantial step upward to $63,177.65.
Anticipated increase in enrollment for the twentieth year and the

return of Merritt and Linda Watson from graduate school to positions on
.the staff necessgitated additional housing. Two houses in the eight hun-—
dred block of Poindexter Streetsh'ﬁecame avagilable, The third amual
Roanocke Day was successful in raising more than the necessary $l,000.00
down payment toward this property.as Profegsor and Mrs. Watson occupied
the dowmstairs, and Professor Beth BornDurant and nine girls lived upstairs
at 803 Poindexter, which was named Providence Hall. The house at 805
Poindexter was rented for income toward meking the annual payment.86 With

thirty-four and a half of the needed fifiy commitmenis promised fox the

8OA/O Letter, September 8, 1966; A/0 Letter, February 7, 1967.
81, /0 1etter, August 1k, 1967.

824/0 Tetter, May 2, 1967; A/0 Letter, June 27, 1967.

83First use of new name, A/0 Letter, September 8, 1966. .

BMPennsylvania Avenue was renamed Poindexter Street in 196l, see
Messenger, March, 1964, p. 3.

8
5Messenger, September, 1967, p. 2; Messenger, December, 1967,

P. 3 )

86Messenger, September, 1967, p. 2.
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library-cafeteria, the directors voted at their winter meeting to start
construction on March 1, 1969, of not only this unit but also the middle
unit which houses chapel upstairs and various classrooms and offices down-
stairs.87 An April Showers campaign that produced almost $6,700.00 enabled
the second straight year to end debt free and the anmual note of $3,625.00

88 Also,

plus interest to be paid on Providence Hall and 805 Poindexter,
by April, the fifty dollar-a-day commitments had been promised,89 and by
the beginning of the next school year, twelve more for the middle umit
hagd been promised.9O Another substantizl increase in Income brought the
total for the twentieth year to $79,30L.8L.

The second decade was a period of stabilizmation of fthe financial
picture. In extant records, only five general appeals were mailed.9
By the end of the decade, the $1,000.00 a month in regular gifts was being
received,92 and occasional gifts were double that amount for the final
year.93 April Showers had enabled the last two schocl years of the decade
to end debt free and had aided the year before these to almost gsucceed in

having all debts paid. Total income for the decade was $L02,608.85; the

combined income of the last two years of the decade was 86 percent of

8
7Minu.tes of Directors' Meeting, January 23, 1968; Messenger,
Pebruary, 1968, p. 2.

88
Messenger, June, 1968, p. 1.

8
gMessenger, April, 1968, p. 2.

90Minutes of Directors' Meeting, September 16, 1968,

1
9 Appeal letters file,

92Annual reports show over $173,000,00 in fegular gifts for +the
lagt two years of the decade.

93%2&,608.19.
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the total income for the first decade. Except for one school year, 196l-
1965, income each successive year was an increase over the former. For
four of these times, the increment was basically $2,000.00; but starting
with the 1965-19€5 year, the last three increments of the decade were
apprdximately $15,000,00. The total income of the last year of the decade
was almost four times that of the first year of the decade and over ten
times that of the first year of the college.

During this decade, Presley Dormitery, a corner lot for Heritage
Hall, and Providence Hall with its adjacent property had all been pur-
chased; the first phase of Heritage Hall had been built, Worth of build-
ings and equipment surpassed $200,000.00 of which only $11,500.00 was owed
on Providence.9h The $52,000.00 cosgt of Heritage Hall was raised within

twenty months and was completely paid within eight months after completion,

Only two appeal letters to the general public were sent to raise this money

although much Megsenger space and numerous officer-alumni letters were
devoted to raising the money.

Tuition accounted for 2l percent of the income during the second
decade, and 27 percent of the last year of that decade. Tuition charges
remained stable throughout the peried, but efforts were begun during the
1965-1966 school year to have a porbtion of each student's wroom, board, and
tuition paid in cash, rather then permitting all of this to be worked off
in scholarship work. During that year, $60.00 in cash was to be paid

95

each gemester in gddition to cash paid for fees. This cash minimum was

9hFinancial report for 1967, filed with Directors' Minutes, Janu-
ary 23, 1961,

95 965-1966 catalog, p. 9.
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increased to $80.00 for 1966nl96796 and to $90.00 for 1967—1968.97
Although the full-time average enrollment only grew from fifty to fifty-
eight between the sixteenth and seventeenth years, a 16 percent increase,
collection of room, board, and tultion rose 60 percent.

Upon this financial stability of the second decade, Roanoke
launched into extensive physical growth and unprecedented financial gains
during the last five years of the first quarter century of its histoxy.
During the first semester of the itwenty-first year, demolition of Shavender
Hall was begun to make room for the future expansion of Heritage Hallug
Cround was broken for these additional wings on Wednesday of the Gospel
V'Rally with agsistance from presidents of four sister Bible oolleges.99
By the following week, $83,088.23 had been pledged toward the $110,000.00
estimated cost.of these units, Already 8L7,L87.15 had been received. in
addition, work had begun prgparing the land for the building.loo Total
income for this twenty-firgt year was $122,750.90, which was an increase
of &1,3,446.06 over the previous year; although there was considerable
increase in the building fund, $1%,381.46 more was collected in the general
fund., And for the third st;aight year, the school year ended with all

o1
bills paid.l

96)966-1967 catalog, p. 9.
971967—1968 catalog, p. 11.
98A/O Letter, December 2, 1968,

99Messen er, March, 1969, p. 2.

100, /0 Letter, March 10, 1969.

101y /o Tetter, May 25, 1969,
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The girls in Shavender Hall had been placed in other dormitories
when the former was razed the previoﬁs year, bubt progpect for increased
enrollment for the 1969-1970 year decreed that Wilkinson Hall would be
needed to house boys and additional space must be found for giris. Also,
it was thought that a permanent dormitory would need to be evenbually
built on the southern end of the original block, and thus houses there
should be purchased when available., With these two needs, the college
purchased the huge dwelling on the northwest cormer of Poindexter and
Cypress streets. The house, referred to by the college as 0ld Yellow,
contained sixteen rooms and five baths; it was purchased for $30,000.00
. with $2,000.00 paid as down paymenﬁ.loz Gi;ls were houséd in the building
with Mr. and Mrs. Bdwin Griffin as house parents.103

The new sections of Heritage Hall were occupied by opening day of
the twenty-first year, but approximately one month's work was still left
to be done before completic;n.loLL The bﬁilding wag dedicated on Thanks-

105

giving Day; and by April, the complete $110,000.00 had been paid. But

as the campaign to liquidate these bills was being pushed, the general

106
fund registered a deficit of $14,L406,L8 in unpaid bills and salaries.

1
Although there was a record April Showers of $8,049.31, o1 this year did

108

not close debt free. The record enrcollment had more than consumed the

l02A/O Letter, August 15, 1969.

1OB.A/O Letter, June 30, 1969.

10&Minutes of Directors' Meeting, September 15, 1969.

0
5Messenge:c, April, 1970, p. 1.

106, /6 Letter, April 2k, 1970.

lO7A/o Letter, April 28, 1971.

1OBMessen er, April, 1971, p. 2.
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increased income, up to $150,262.49, with all the gain being in the gene-
ral fund, As regular gifts had averaged dnly $1.300,00 per month even with
inflation and sdditional students, a new concentrated effort was made to
enlist more and greater regular gifts.lo9

The regular gift campaign continued with a report to the directors
in Sepbember, 1970, that $1,430.00 additional monthly regular gifts were
needed.llo By June, $1,430.00 additional monthly regular gifts had been
promised,lll and the average monthly income was approximately $900.00
above the previous year. President BorDurant's sister, Julia, provided a
house across thg street from the campus $o0 be used to house fifteen girls
for this year.112 In January, the moxrtgage for Providence Hall and the
adjacent property, now housing the Roanoke Press, was burned, climaxing a
campaign which sufpassed its goal of raising $7,685.00 to pay off the mort-
gage on this property.113 Then a record April Showers of over $12,000.00
enabled the year to clese debt free.llh

By November of this twenty-fourth year, $1,228.00 in additional

1
regular gifts had been promised, but in January the directors voted to

try to increase the regular giving by another 31,000.00.116 Regular gifts
109
A/0 Letter, June 2, 1970; Messenger, June, 1970, p. L.
110

Minutes of Directors' Meeting, September 22, 1970,

111Messenger, June, 1971, p. Iy,
112

Messenger, September, 1970, p. 3.
11

3Messenger, Janvary, 1971, p. 2.
11k

Messenger, June, 197L, p. 2.

115Messenger, November, 1971, p. L.

16 . .
. Minutes of Directors' Meeting, January 25, 1972,
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did increase considerably during this year, to an average of $3,11.00 per
month., In addition, #8,000.00 was raised on Roanoke Day to pay two annual

117

payments on 014 Yellow, At the fall meeting of the directors, mention

was made of the possibility of acquiring the railroad property across the
street from the campus.118 In November, Norfolk Southern Railway rejected
the college's request of donaiting the property and suggested that "a very -
realistic offer” be made.119 On March 9, 1972, the Railway agreed to sell
the 18,2 acres of land for $125,000,00; $5,000.00 had already been sent
as a deposit, $10,000.00 was dve on September 9, and the remaining amount
was to be paid by the end of 1972, Presgident BonDurani wrote the officers
cand alumni on Mavch 13, seeking to ﬁind five individuals.or churches who
would give $5,000.00, seventy-five who would give $1,000.00; and {wo hun-
dred fifty who.would give $100.00 each. At the time this first letter
wae sent, $21,300,00 had already been promised.lzo On June 5, it was
reported that over half the!amount had ﬁeen promised ($66,700.00) and
that April Showers had produced another debt-free commencement, the fifth
in six years.lzl Total income rose over 3&2,000.00 above:the previous
year to $211,,167.71.

The silver smmiversary year opened with a continued push to raige

the money for the railroad property. By November 6, the goal had been

reached in pledges; and already $87,875.43 in cash had been received at

117
Messenger, February, 1972, p. 3.

18
1 Minutes of Directors' Meeting, September 21, 1971.

119A/O Letter, Novembexr 21, 1971.

12QA/O Letter, March 13, 1972. See Appendix D.

1214 /0 Tetter, June 5, 1972.
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the college.122 On December U, a gift of $5,000.00 carried the cash over
the purchase price.123 Thus, in less than nine months after the agree-
ment to sell, the $125,000.00 had been raised. On December 1llj, in an
impressive chapel service in the college chapel, the deed for the property
wag presented to the college.lgh However, the money for the property
continued to come in, and by January the goal had been exceeded by over
$20,000.00.22% These additionsl funds were added to the building fund, 2%

In early Jarnuary, work began on clearing the new property of trees
and overgrown shrubbery as well as dilapidated buildings so that the "rail-
road property" might be transformed into the "East_Campus."127 This
" olearing continued throughout the year, even with some days being taken
out from classes for a combined clean-up effort of students and staff.128

Anothef campaign to increase regular giffs was inaugurated in

129

January, 1972, but its qver-all success was severely limited ag total

regular gifts for this year were §100.00 a month less than the former
year. By the time of April Showers, the general fund deficit was over

$8,800.00,%3° but April Showers cleared this and replenished the East

122A/O Letter, November 6, 1972,
123A/0 Ietter, December 6, 1972,
lthrogram bound with A/O Letter, December 13, 1972.
125A/o Letter, January 30, 1973.

26
Mesgenger, January, 1973, p. 2.

12
7A/O Ietter, January 19, 1973; see also Megsenger, January,
1973, p. L. '
128 ; - .
Messenger, February, 1973, pp. 1-3; Messenger, April, 1973, p. 3.
12 .
9Minutes of' Directors' Meeting, January 19; 1973.
130

A/0 Letter, April 16, 1973.
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131

Campus beantification fund, and the sixth debt-free commencement in
seven years was celebrated.le Work continued on improviung Hast Campus
with hope to have ball fields ready for camp, but this goal was not
reached.1 By the end of summer, the northern end was ready to seed,
509 feet of thevl,lOO feet of waterfront had been bﬁlkheaded by staff
end friends, and the station and warchouses were virtually gone.lBu
Total income for this last year of the first quarter century was
$352,856.07.

During this five year period, total income was $1,102,063.50 as
compared to a sum of $566,036.99 for the firet twenty years. Average
yearly income for the first twenty years was $28,306.85 as compared to
7%202,h12.70 annual average fox theée last five years. The income had
risen substantially every year during this period, the average increase-
being $33,715.72 for the first four years, with a staggering $138,688.96
increase the final year,

Room, board, and tuiltion had produced a greater proportion of
income during this half decade. Total charges were raised to $660.00 in

35 36 137

1
1968—-1969,l $716.00 in 1969-1970, and $1,008.40 in 1971-1972.

Additionally, the cash minimum was raised to $126.00 per semester in

l31A/o Letter, June 15, 1973.

leMessenger, June, 1973, p. 2. o
133 -
Messenger, May, 1973, p. 3; see also Messenger, August, 1973,

1
BQMessenggr, August, 1973, p. 3.

135
1968-1969 catalog, p. 10.
136 - -
1969-1970 catalog, p. 10.

1371971—1972 catalog, p. 10.
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1968-1969138 and to §180,00 in 1971—1972.139 With increased charges,
increased cash minimums, and increased enrollment, room, boaxd, ahd
tuition accounted for 4O percent of the income other than property and
building fund income for these five years.

The library-cafeteria and middle units of Heritage Hall were
built and paid‘for during this period. 014 Yellow was bought, and about
$9,000.00 was still owed on it gt the end of the quarter century. The
East Campus was purchaged, completely paid for, and beautified. And
$36,849.13 was in the building fund., Total worth of equipment and build-
ings just surpassed one-half million dollars. This was a long way from

140
the rented quarters of the first year. h

1381968—1969 catalog, p. 1l.

1391971-—1972 cataleg, p. 1l.

1hOSee map, p. 713, of college property at the end of 25 years:
Also see Appendix D.




Chapter 5
MEMORIES OF COLLEGE LIFE

A Biblé college history must include more tﬁan stafistics on
growth in students, faculty, resources, income--more than a chronicling
of major events from year to year--more than ihe names of imporitant char-
acters who have played the major roles in all of these; for Bible college
is more than thesge. Bible college is campus life, feelings, impressions,
memories, friendships, experiences. But how doeg the historian record
these? This author asked alumni to gketch their memories from their days

.at Roanoke.l The following is a obmposite of these memowies, linked with
other primary sources, to reveal life on Roancke Bible College campus for
the first twenty-five years.

The memories that received the most attention were those associ~
ated with choral tours, As one alumna wrote:

Prcobably the most outstanding memories I have of RBC are those

pertaining to choral tours. There is no way to deseribe the learning
experiences and the fun of those trips--always meeting new people,

going places for the firgt time, and just the fun of being with
¢lassmates and getting to know each other better,

Author made two general appeals to the alumi in alumni-officer
letters of June 6, and July 18, 1977. To these, there were only six
responses. He then selected twenty-four alumni from these first twenty-
five years; from these, he received sixteen responses. It is possible,
since he mentioned some specific items, that he has partially colored the
response by his question; if they only concentrated on those items to the
exclusion of writing about other areas of their interest. The request
gtated, "...; but I want your memories of classes, parties, rallies,
trips, programs, friends, dorm life, growth, learning, literary sccieties,
contests, practice preasching, work, romances, etc."

2Letter of -Carolyn Busby Schultz, '69, to author, May 2k, 1978.
93
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Another statéd, "I'd give up a lot of memories before I'd part with the
oneg of tours."3

Migs Pearl Presley, director of the Choral Club, is rememberod for
her patience and concern. One gtudent provided Miss Presley a real chel-
lenge to teach him to sing on key, o she worked with him in private ses-
aions. After he had been in school a few weeks, his mother, seeing Miss
Presley, said, "They tell me you have my boy in a music class; he can't
sing." But the reply came guickly, "Anybody who can talk can learn to
sing." So, she taught him as she did countless others.

The tours, during those early years when they were no farther than
could be traveled to and returned from the .same evening provided fond memo-
ries although they were tiring and under very crowded conditions with so
many cramped into the cars.s The extended tours of later years afforded
opportunities to meet new Christians and enjoy the warmth of hospitality
in their homes6 and established friendships that still exist.7 They
aloo were educational; one student stated she toured twenty-three states

8
and parts of Canada. Another states that his visit to the home of

3Letter of Shelby Jones Bennett, !'66, 1o author, June 1, 1978.

hLetter of Melvin D. Styons, '53, to author, June 2, 1978; see
alpso cassette of Geneva Anderson, '55, to author, June 16, 1978.

5

‘See Anderson cassette; Letter of Lamar Tillman, '56, to author,
June 8, 1978; Letter of Pernell Gallop, 'Gh, to author, May 29, 1978.

6See_Letter of Ted Dawvenport, '60, to suthor, September 6, 1977;
Letter of Grace Scruggs lLewis, '62, to author, June 9, 1978; Bennett let-
ter; and Letter of Cindy Simmons Lease, '7l, to author, June 5, 1978.

TFor example,. memories of author concerning the East family at
Chatham, Virginia,

8Bennett letter.
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Alexander Campbell was an inspiration he would never forget.9 A Magter's
Tyelve tour introduced one student to the mission field where she spent
two summer internships.1 |

Many humorous memories linger from those tours. There was the time
that Mrs. BornDurant had the words to one of the songs the Fresghman Chorus
could not seem to remember written on a card hanging around her neck and
covered by her buttoned jacket. When it came time for thai song, she
simply vnbuttoned her jacket and they sang as she directed.ll Another
alumnus told of passing food out of the window of the church building to .
the accomplice stabtioned on the outside; this extra food was eaten later.12
. The funniesf episode was when a wagp in one of the country churches landed
on Miss Presley's back, and one of the sisters quietly sneaked up to swat
it with a rolled-up program while Miss Presley was completely oblivioué
to the whole affair. The singers had trouble holding their composure as
they witnessed the affair and ag they saw the surprised look on Miss Presg-
ley's face as she was assaulted from behind.

The second most popular memories revolved around dormitory life.
From the occupation of Faith Hall during the third year until the fall of

1960, both males and females lived in Faith Hall., Alumni today like %o

1
joke about the co-ed dorxm; 4 however, the two sexes were well separaied

9Davenport lettex.
106 .
Schultz letter. v
i1
Bennett letter.

12031 man letter.
13Anderson cassette.

lhAnderson cagsette; Letter of Robert Johnson, '58, to author,
June 12, 1978.
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by doors and partitions. One alumna recalls after curfew that the boys
would =it on their side of the double deoors on first floor, the girls,
on the other side, and they would converse.15

Although there are many stories of mischievous activities and
practical jokes,16 probably the most frequently Hold story concerns a
water battle in the boys' end of Faith Hall., They héd locked the outside
door; Frank Puller and Harold Alligood were leading the war, armed with
water hoses in the dorm., There came & rapping at the door; everyone knew
who it was, yet no one opened the door. Another rap came and then a glass
pane shatiered as President BomDurant gained entry and the hattle was
over. As one obgerver told ift, "No man dursit ask him whj he was wearing

& vandaid on his wrist and hand the next day."l7

From a serious point of view, there are fond memories of nightly
devotions together,l8 of a dorm mother who left notes saying, "Thié room
needs a friend,"19 of anothér dorm mother who had placed a colorful fall
leaf on each bed for her girls when they returned from the weekend.
There wag an eagerness to reltwrn from the weekends, comparé notes, and

13

) 21
settle the great theological questions of the world.

15

Anderson cassette.

16
5 Tillman letter; Letter of Michel Turner, '72, to author, June 1,
19748,

L
7Tillman letter,
laLetter of Rebecca Turner West, '68, to author, June 3, 1978;

Bennett lebtter; Schultz letter.

19West letter.

2OLease letter.

21Gallop letter.
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Some of the memories of dormitory life deal with learming to get
along with people and with sha,ring.22 Dormitory life brought a closeness
egpecially with the roommate23 and those living close by;zu and, especially
for the girls when they began to live in the old homes, a closeness for
the entire Tesidents of the dormitory.Z>

However, the whole college group was viewed as a family., A gradu-
ate of the first four-year class wrote, ". . . but really we were like a
big fémily, especially those first two years because there were so few of
us." Yet, a graduate of nineteen years later was still making the same
observation: "The friends we made while in school are our dearest ones in
all the world. Roancke to me is like one large family, "I am really
closer to some of the friends theré than T ém to my own blood family."
She later remarked, "My memories of the class work, the studying, and -
everything else I have mentioned are all secondary to the one oveiwhelm—
ing memory of love and closeness that I feel for each person that I ceme

into contact with while a student.n2! 28

Others said: "One big family,"
2 .
and "cloge-knit family." 9 Two spoke of the after supper assgembly when a

majority of the students met informally iﬁ Wilkingon lobby or on the front

22
Bennett letter; Letter of Brends Woolard Pittman,'6l, to author,
June 6, 1978.

2
3Lewis letter.
Memories of awthor,

5 )
5Lease letter; Bennett letter; West letter; Schultz letter; Let-
ter of JoAnn Alligood Isbell, '67, to author, June 6, 1978.

26 : )
Letter of Maxk A. Woolard, '52, to author, June 20, 1977.
27

26

Letter of Margaret Perry, '7l, %o author, May 27, 1978.
Anderson‘oassette.

29Davenport letter,
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porch and steps for a "communal gab—fest."BO
| The family atmosphere included a closeness to the teachers. One
spoke of the teachers being "our friends, too," and the freedom she felt,
along with the entire student body, to use the BonDurant house for cook-

ing, washing clothes, viewing television, even to the point that she felt

3

sorry for the BonDurants. Another spoke of the good times he had con-

versing with one of his professors for whom he worked.32 One told of
viewing one of the professors as an older brother and how this student and
one of his buddies jumped the professor in a wrestling match, only to end

up with broken glasses for the professor.33 Miss Presley was often singled

34

out in memories for her concern and patience.
Another alumna has this fénd memory of Pregident BonDurant:

. . ., T found Greek hard to comprehend, One night I was studying
and couldn't uwnderstand enough to meke my studying worthwhile. It
was about 10:00 p.m. and I looked over and saw that Mr. BonDurant's
lights were on downstairs. I took a chance on catching him up. I
went over and he was head over heels involved in plumbing. However,
he stopped and carefully, as if he had nothing to do, explained every-
thing until it was clear to me. Thig is only one example out of many
of his concern for our learning. He was always ready to help. This
kind of dedication is one thing that made Roanocke a very special
achool for me.

Greek was a class that President BonDurant only taught when there

wase no one else available to teach it. Gospels was his class. It was

3013bell letter; Bennett letter.

31Anderson cassette, )
321 etter of Nelson R. Bemmett, '65, to author, May 28, 1978.
33murner letter.

3hWoolard letter; Styons letter; Anderson cassette; Shelby Bemmett
letter; Perry letter. '

35Shelby Bemnett letter.
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memories of this class that brought his name up so often by the alumni:
"I could see the characters come a;ive and watch them move from place o
place on hig maps of Palestine."36 "He made them live for you; Gospels
class was sheer joy; I'd return to Roanoke tomorrow just fto take it
again."37 "T ﬁever knew the Bible was so interesting.“BS -“Excellent
teacher."39 T could actually see the events that happened."ho
Practice preaching recalled numerous happy memories. Practice
preaching is a school-sponsored project to ask the congregations to invite
a second semester freshman team froﬁ the college to take charge of ser-
vices for one Sunday. Originally, the team was made up of two freshman
men; one would lead singing at the morning service and speak in the eve-
ning while the other preached in the morning and led singing in the eve-
ning. Beginning in 1962, freshman ladies also were on the teams; they
sang, played, taught Bible school lessons, helped in youth churches,
and fulfilled such other responsibilities.ul Two men of the class of
1972 offer much credit to this program. One states:
I 4id not come to R. B. C. with the intent of being a preacher. Prac-
tice preaching gave me confidence--eonfidence in preparation and con-

fidence to stand before the people, I knew from then on, that I could
handle pulpit preaching and have never since doubted it.hz

36Gallop letter.

37Anderson cagsette.

Bpittman letter.

3Letter of Linda Long, ex '70, to author, August-3, 1977.‘
hoPerry letter,

thessen r, February, 1962, p. 1.

thétter of Stephen Thornton, '72, to author, July 2, 1977.
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The other wrote:

Practice preaching was my firsi real experience with speaking before
large groups. 1 had done it occcasionally before but it always was

a painful thing, Practice preaching gave me confidence to spesk in
front of others. I Jjust checked my file to see how often I used that
first practice sermon while I was in college and counting the day I
used it in class, it comes out 19 times. It wdas those long drives %o
appointments when we had time to talk and think that made me feel even
stronger about being a minister in some form. Working as a team we
were all under pressure and pulling for each other, and I began to
gee it wasn't Jjust four or five people involved, or a college, but
all Christendom pulling together to help the lost see the Loxd.U3

Memories of practice preaching included the expected faux pas of
the unexperienced like singing "Why Not Tonight" for the morning's invi-

tation hymn,hh being unable to call the name of the person being intro-

L5 L6

duced as the speaker, = the speaker's fainting at his home congregation,

and various incidents in the homeé.h7 But the classic story of Roanoke's A
practice preaching history occurred at Holly Neck, Roper, with J. A. ‘
Brickhouse, Jr., and Ray Everton, Jr., in 1953. Ray had led the singing
and introduced J. A. to speak. Ray sat down and began looking through

the hymmal for an invitation ﬁymn, but before he could find his Hymn, Js A,
had sat down. Ray asked, "Did you pray or preach?" "I preached, you
nut!"hs

During those days of scarcity of preachers, the practice preaching

appointment might also be a trial sermon by which a froshman night begin

l*;)'i‘mmer letten,

hhlsbell letter, - ,
LLSWest letter.

Y8shelby Bermett letter.

b71ebe1l letter; Shelby Bennett letter.

b8pi11man letter.
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regular preaching.h9 In the earliest days, student cars were the exception
rathei than the rule., One early graduate recalled:

Ve rode buses to appointments, thumbed, or any way else we could
get there, I rode buses for three years of preaching from Hyde County
to Norfolk. Sometimes you would be paid enough to pay the busg fare
and a _little extra; sometimes, just fthe bus fare; but it was all very
nice.SO

Roanocke has had a policy since ite founding that each of 1ts

students speaks in chapel, This speaking begins in the fall, with seniors
in alphabetical order, and continues through freshmen; in the early days,
when there were conly a few students, the list would then start over again,
and continue going until the year was completed. One alumnus remembers:
"With the very small student body, your turn for speaking in chapel came
geveragl times during the same year{ It reminded me of ‘going to bat' in

a gsoftball game with only three members on your team. You could hardly‘
IIS:L

get around before it was time to bat again. It was not fregquency, how-
ever, that was most vivid to one alumna who wrote: ™. . . the most appre-
hensive thing of all was speaking in chapel--a room full of critics with
Mr, B. sitting on the front row, nodding his head‘and looking very serious.
What a relief vwhen it was over.“52 Another remembers this side of it,

for ghe reflects that knowing that she had to speak in chapel was the one

thing that almost kept her from entering Roancke. Yet,.she continues;

this chapel speaking greatly aided her in overcoming shyness. This alumna

h9Nelson.Bennett letter; although Pernell Gallop was not at Roancke
for his freshman year and thus did not go on practice preaching, he reported
a similar circumstance for hie first sermon hig firgst year at Reoanoke, in
Gallop letter, '

5OWoolard letter.
5lS%yons letter,

52Anderson cagssette.
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later became a missionary and ic now a school feacher,

As has been mentioned earlier, the Epsilon Pi Chi Literary
Society was organized during the first days 6f the school.Sh A growing
membership caused this society to divide into two societies in 1955: Pi
Tau Lambda Literary Soclety and Pi Upsilon Chi iiterary Society.55 When
numbers again threatened every-member participation, the Lambdas divided
in 1969 into the Delta Tau Beta Lileraxy Society and the Pi Tau Kappa
Literary Society. These societies were "a great deal of the social life
of the college--a program was given with devotionals and entertainment.”
Another of the early graduates recalled, "The soclety program included
~ skits, poems, music, and the reading of 'The Epsilon Pi Chi'Peeker,' a
paper of dubious literary quality'but of gignificant educatlional value
for those who wrote and read it."58 He added, "BEveryone waited at th91
table following the Tuesday lunch for President Bondurant to give a
detailed critique of the literary society program presented the night
before."59

Several recalled the literary programs and the open session plays

60
at the end of the school year. Projects were recalled by which the

53 ' . p

Anderson cassette.

ShSee abo%e, p. 3h.

SSMessenggr, November, 1955, p. k.

56Messeng§r, October, 1969, p. 3.

S7‘»[001&\;1:‘(1 letter,

58 .
For a copy, see Appendix E,

59Styons letter.

60Ga110p letter; Anderson cassette; Tillman letter; Johnson let-
ter; West letter: Schultz letter; Lease letter; Turner letter.
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societies provided many valuable gifts for the college:61 sidewalks,62

63 6L 67
68 71

dies fox claés rings,ss spotlight,66 auto-typist,
69 T0

signs, pianec,

stage curtains, automatic washer, movie projector, calculator,

and mimeograph.72

Other delightful memories surrounded the speciel parties given by
the literary societies. Halloween was most remembered. The Epsilon Pi
Chis sponsored the first Halloween party in 1948, One participant
recalled:

Our first Halloween party at the first building was a dilly. We
invited the lady from the store, Mrs. Stallings, and Mrs. Crank, along
with some of the church ladies and we nearly split our sides at them
getting downt on their hands and knees to pay respect to The Great
White Goblin. Their corsets were really a hindrance! This game

was handed down from year to yeagr for sometime as sorita an initiation
to the newcomers on Halloween.

61Davenport letter; Schultz letter.

62Messenger, April, 1952, p. L.

63Messenger, May, 1957, p. 2; Messengexr, March, 196lL, p. 3.
6%Messenger, October, 1966, p. 2.

65Messeng§r, October, 1966, p. 2.

66Messenger, April, 1971, p. L.

67Messenger, July, 1971, p. L.

8Messeng§f, July, 1970, p. 3.

63Messenger, October, 1958, p. 2.
7

7

72Messenggr, April, 1973, p. 3.
73

Letter of Virginia Perry, whose husband was smong first students
and algo student instructor, to author,.July 8, 1977.

OMessengsr, June, 1969, p. 3.
lMessenggr, April, 1971, p. L.
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In the fall of 1958, Zorro struck the campus with mysterious
practical Jokes and kept everyone guessing who Zorro might be until "they"
revealed themselves at the Halloween party. One victim recalled, "My
pajamas were never the same after the good dousing qf itehing powder, 1
'regted in pieoes' ag my note said.“7h
. Phe fivst literary society also sponsored the annual Declamatory
Contest in which the students presented literaxy offerings they had memo-
rized and were judged. The winners were then inducted into the Forensic
Society., The Forensic Society was responsible for evening devotions
immedistely following the evening meal; it also led in the presentation”
of high school programs.TS
Very strong volleyball competition among the literaxry societies
lingers in the membérs' memories.76 Thé losing team had to sweep the
curb, snd one Pi Upsilon Chi member wrote, "I grew to disdain the feel of
a broomgtick in my hands." But he also remembers: ". . ., but my senior
year, we won triumphantly and had the pleasure of watching and even gloat-
ing at the Lambdas sweeping that s’creet."77
One alumna sums up her memories of her literary soclety in these
words: "We were able to gain a greater knowledge of some things in lit-
erature, a greater ability to work with others, and have fun at the same

time, 70

Thiewis lettor.

75Messenger, September, 1959, p. 3.

TOpurner letter; Letter of Scott Carter, '73, to author, June 10,
1978. ' L

 Tlpurner letter. By this time, Lambdas had been divided, so it
was Betas or Kappas sweeping. '

8
1 Schultz letter.
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In 1965, a Missions Club was organized "to further the knowledge
79

of mission fields at home"and asbroad among students and churches." In

the early years of its existence, 1t worked hard at this and gave an anmal

talent show to raise money for expenses and to share with missionaries.

However, in 1969, a volunteer vigitation of local nursing homes was begun

, 81
and this later became the main project of the Missions Club, vhich seemed

to forget its primaxry purpose.82

Sneak Day83 also produced many memories,8h even 1f some of them
were negative: "It rained all day, plus the location was ill-chosen and
it wasn't much fun., I remember thinking these seniors are crazy."
. Another observation concerning Snegk Day was written by éne alumng: "I
 enjoyed those days very much as they offered a break in the routine and
gave those of us who were not from N. C. a chance to see a part of the

86

country we had not seen before,"
: )
However, one year some decided to have s second sneak day. One
of the participants recalls that those who planned it were noit those who

went, TUpon their weturn, the sneakers were called "on the green carpet!

79Messeng§r, February, 1965, p. 3.

%0 s ghinouse, 1966, p. 48; Lighthouse 1967, po. b6, L7; Light-
house, 1968, pp. 50, 51; Lighthouse 1969, p. 5h.

81Carter letter.

8286e Lighthouse, 1972, p. L3.
3See above, p. 3.
8L

Gallop letter; Anderson casgsette; Lewis letter; Nelson Benmett
letter; Perry letter,

8 | |
5Nelson Bermett letter; he speaks of the Sneak Day of 1961.

6 .
Perry letter.
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before President BonDurant and "raked over the coals." Although they
"weren't treated too kindiﬁ," and one declared he was "quitting school
and joining the navy,'" they later "cooled down" and thought the coxrect
action had been taken. No second sneak day was ever tried again.87

Roancke has always had a work-study plan. In the early years,
everyone was expected to work as part of his payment toward his room and
board. - As a few during this period "hid behind the barrel when work came
along,“88 a time-clock system was introduced in 1958. 9 The students
remember this work as a valuable part of their training: "Some of my
earliest lessons in carpentry were learned under the tutelage of Herman

:Sﬂavender, a master carpenter who was also z student at the college."
"Most of what I‘know about cooking I learned from Willie ILee and Mrs. Bon-
Durant while working my way through school."gl_ "I learned a lot ahout
harmonizing while washing d.:'g—'shes."g2 "I came out of my work experiences
knowing that a living is capable of being made if a person is willing to
invest the time and the effort.“93

But, beyond this, it was more: '"Many Sophomores found working in

the kitchen not only a way to work off tuition, but also great fun.“9h

87Anderson cassette,
QAnderson capsette; see also, Johnson letter.
9See above, p. 77;
9OStyons letter.
Asenultz letter.
92pittman letter.
93Turner letter.

Carter letter.
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"] remember with fondest thought fhe time I spent working in the kitchen
of 0ld Wilkinson Hell. . . . My best friends were those who washed pots
and pans, dishes and silverware, cooked, and planned . . . meals."95 "Stu-
dent work occupied a lob of fime and sealed a lot of friendships, . .
Phat was in the days when the kitchen was in Wilkinson ., . . and people
would drop in to ask what was for supper and to chat just like it was
home.“96 "7t was a btime of release after classges, an opportunity to get to
Imow staff and students better, and a way to cut cur expenses of college
life."97 :

A majoxr work time every year was the days spent in preparing for
the Gospel Rally: "The Gospel Rallies were really a high point of each
year. All the preparation we endured, tired and sore muscles, callouses
on knees and hands.r But when the visitdrs came and enjoyed themgelves so
much, we were all proud of RBC.“98

Others remembered preparing the Gospel Rslly noon mesl: "I'11
never forget mixing 'tons' of potato salad on the table, not in the

100
9 The Rally was also remembered for inspiration and fellowsghip,

pans."
The sports program at Roanoke has always been very limited, and

sports do not come gquickly to the memories of those surveyed for this

95Letter of James Hensley, '69, to author, June 27, 1977.

6
9 Isbell letter.

9TSchultz letter.
98Lewis letter,
99 i

Hensley letter; sees also, Anderson cassetie.

looGallop letter; Anderson cassetie; Tillménjletter; Nelson Ben-
heﬁ;;etter; Perry letter.
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- 101
work. A basgketball team is mentioned in the January, 1952, Roanoke
102
Messenger. Melvin Styons, Class of 1953, stated, "Among the many happy

memoxries I have retained through the years are basketball games against
'51lstar' teams at Cherry and Swan Quarber and against the competitive

10
Elizabeth City Boys' Club." 3 The yearbook for his senior year shows him

' 10
as captain with seven other players; Harold Turner was coach, 4

Although The teams were piectured through the years in The Light-

house and written about in The Roanoke Messenger, the next mention in

memories is by a senior of twenty years later, a member of the silver
anniversary class, who stated of his sophomore yeaxr: "The basketball
“beams bought new uniforms but once again failed to win a game as basket-
" ball enthusiasm diminished and volléyball g£ew."105 That year three col~
lege volleyball teamg in the local eight-team league captured the three
top places In regular season play.106 A

Romance has played & starring role in the Roancke drama. Mzs.
BorDurant has ever been there coaching and coaxing. As one girl remem-—
bers it: "Mrs. B. told the boys they would get no dessert unless they
took a girl. Ray took me. He wasn't going to miss out on dessert.!

That was convocation during the first week of their freshman year; and,

following their gradustion, this coupie became Mr., and Mrs. Ray West.

101 :
- Thig may be area affected by note 1 of this chapter.

102Messenggr, Januaxy, 1952, p. 2.
1038tyons letter,

thLi hthouse, 1953, P. 17;
1050arter lettér.

10613 shthouse, 1973, p. 51.
1O?West 1etter.
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It worked differently for another couple:
+ « vy I remember very vividly seeing Professor Walker Perxy
talking with an entering freshman on registration day of my sophomore
year., I recall they were in the library-dining room of Wilkingon.
Since ghe was woaring a diamond, I focused abtention elsewhere. In
the "What Would Jesus Do drama at the end of that school year, I
played the role of the preacher and Dorothy Miller, the freshman girl
earlier mentioned, was cast in the role of the preacher's wife. Dur-
ing the next school year, Dorothy and I started dating. We were in8
the lobby of Wilkinson a year later when I asked her to marry me 10
As this alumnus completed his memories of his four years at Roanoke, he
spoke words of gratitude, ending with these words: ". . . and for the
opportunity of meeting the lady whom I married on my graduation day, the
lady with whom I have been living for one-quarter of a century.“lo9
There are many other memories of Roanoke, but these should suffice
o give at least a "snapshot" of campus life. Yet, as the memories came
in, there were so many expressions of gratitude that two have been chosen
to complete this chapter.
{ .

Reference has already been made to Melvin Styons' gratitude forx
meeting his wife. He had stated just before the already quoted words:
T am grateful for the four years spent at Roanoke, for the memories
associated with Wilkinson Hall, for the many opportunities of speaking we
had during those early years, for clear presentation of Bible truth. . . ."

Rebecca Turner West completed her memorieg with these words: "I

am thankful for RBC and her location becauge I know there are many laborers

on the field that never would have been otherwise. Thanks, RBG!"lll

108
Styons letter.

109

lloStyons letier.

Styons letter..

11 :
Weast lettex.



Chapter 6

BY THEIR FRUITS

How haé Roanoke Bible College assisted the‘work ofAthe Kingdom in
its pphere of influence? There is no way to accurately measure the accom-
plishments of the college and answer that question. There are too many
varisbles. And, how does one meagure intangibles? Yet, all recognize
that some sttempt must be made at frying to do the impossible. This is
that attempt to assess some of the benefits.

Roanoke is not so naive as to believe that her presence alone has
' made all of the differences cited in this chapter. In some congregations, '
Roanoke may have played a considerable role toward progress; in some
others, very little. But all progress, as Paul states, has come when "I
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow."l It has been
by working together that the Lord has given much increase to the Kingdom
in this area. And Roancke wants Him to have all the credit.

Mention has been made of the scarcity of preachers in eastern
Woxrth Carolina in 19h8.2 Of thoge fifty-four congregations reporting
half-time or quarter-time preaching in 1948, evéry ohe of them repoxted

3

full-time preaching in 1977.” In addition, two congregations which failed

to note on the questionnaire the frequency of preaching in 1948 showed

11 corinthians 3:6, NIV.

2See above, pp. 21-23.

3Survey made by author, Spring, 1977; all returned questionnaires
are in his possession; hereinafter referred to as Survey.

110
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full-time preaching in 1977. A similar.study'made of eastern Virginia
churches showed that preachers were not as scarce in 1948: fifteen
churches had fﬁll—time preaching; only three had half-time, énd only four
had quarter-time, In 1977, all seven of these part-time churches had gone
full;time with Roanoke men preaching at five of them. All {twenty-two
churches that reported had full-time preaching; in addition, twenty-six
new congregations had been established with full-time preaching. As in
North Carolina, no questionmaire was returned that reported part-time
preaching in Virginia.

During the first twenty-five years, twenty-nine new congregatioﬁs
in which Rosnoke students, alumni, or staff were either in leadership in
planting or as the first minister were esbablished in the two-gtate area of
North Carolina and Virginia., In addition, there were nineteen such con-
gregations planted during the same period oubside of the two-state area.
Hence, forty-seven congregations were established during these first
twenty-five years.6 |

0f the fifty-four North Carolina congregatbtions that responded to
a survey, all but six had employed.a Roanoke man as a minister or youth
minister; three of these six had used Roanoke men for revivals., Of the

Virginia churches that responded, all but nine had employed a Roancke man

hThere were twenty—three'congregatidns that did not respond; it
is believed by the author that only three of these did not have full-time
preaching in 1977. ’

Survey.

6"Churches Begun by CGollege Men," compiled by the president and
kept in his office. These churches count only congregations that actually
" succeeded in beconing established and llv1ng for a period, not including
attemptes that never succeeded.



112
for minister or youth minister, and two of these nine had used them fox
‘revivals.

It was during the early years of the college's existence that the
mogt drastic changes were registered. The school paper in December, 1952,
featured pictures of seventeen Roancke men who were serving thirty-three -
congreé;ations.8 In Janvary, 1956, forty-four churches were being served,

10 How~

and that number remained at forty-four in December of that year.
ever, whereas only six of these churches were full-time in 1952, seventeen
were full-time in December, 1955; during the same period, the guarter-time
churches had declined from sixteen to nine.ll Roancke men led congregations
in greatly expanding and improving their church properties,.including
buying or building parsonages, renovating or building auditoriums, and
adding classrooms.l

Attendance also grew. Thirty-one North Carolina churches reported
their attendance in 1948 with a totsl of 2,68l for morning worship ser-
vices, or an average of 87, These same churches totalled 3,715, or an
average of 120, in 1977. Add to this 1,039 pecple reported in attendance

at eleven new congregations in 1977, and the total is L, 75L in attendance

in 1977, or an increase of 77 percent. In Virginia, the growth had been

Survey.

8Messenger, December, 1952, pp. 1-l.-
9Mesaen er, January, 1956, p. 1.

LMo ssen er, December, 1956, p. 1.

l1Messenger, Decémber, 1952, »p. 1-l; Messenggr, December, 1956, p. 1.
2506 enumerstions in Messenger, February, 1954, p. 2; Messenger,

August 1957, p. 33 "Atlantic Coast States Need Roanoke Bible College,“ after
Messenger, May, 1956.
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greater: twenty churches reported attendance in 19L8 as 1,810, or an
average of 87. In 1977, the total was 3,192, for an average of 160. But
there were twenty-seven new congregations which reported an attendance of
3,201, for a totzl of the itwo Virginia groups of 6,393, or a 253 percent'
increase.

' Spiritual growth is certainly one of those intangibles; yet some
statements by admirers have pointed in this direction: "There is no way

1h |"II

to meagure the benefit that RBC has been to Beaufort County."
believe that directly or indirectly Roanoke has contributed a great deal
to the growth of the church."15 "Pefinite help in spiritual growth
through missions' education and Christian education training."16 "Hexr
last three preachers have been trained at RBC. The church has enjoyed
continual growth in‘many areas; numerieélly, spiritually, in missions,
plug the expansion of facilities . . . ."l "hig congregation would
not be vhere it is today without RBG.”l "And [ remember my great-
grandmother Ada White saying what a change in the community took place
becaunse of Mr. BonDurant's ministry there."l9

Jugt before his death, Demnis Myers spoke of the difference in

spiritual maturity of the churches in Eastern Noxrth Carolina. Myers, who

13

Survey.
luGuy Woolard, Rosemary questicnnaire, survey.
lSMark Woolard, Scupperncong questionnaire, survey.
163111 McCracken, Chippenham guestionnaire, survey.
17Larry'0wen, Cool Spring questionnaire, survey.
Terry Schultz, West Park questionnaire, sﬁrvey.

19Letter of Jennifer Ross Bvans to author, August 1, 1977.
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Ais responsible for the establishment of at least eleven congregstions in
the Norfolk, Virginia, aréago and an incessant personal evangelist, stated
that when he first started calling there that he called upon-countless
homes of people who had been members of Christian churches or churches of
Christ in eastern North Carolina but who had identiflied with the nearest
denominational church to their new home. However, he continuved, once
Roanoke's influence had firmly been established in eastern North Carolina,
he no longer found that condition; but rather, the people would search
until they found a New Testament congregation,21

There is no doubt but that much of this growth came from President
BorDurant's extension classes. One student wrote that after the extension
clagses at her church, "the congregation at Scuppernong desiced full-time
trained preachérs. I believe these classes were the turning point in
full-time Christian work at Scuppernong."22 At Athens Chapel, where he
tavght a class in Revela%ioﬁ as a resull of thelir request, one student
sald, "He made it plainer and clearer than 811 the ministers I have ever
heard.”23 Another wrote concerning an extensidn clags, "Most of all, my
beliefs in the doctrine of Christ's church was strengthened."

The college also aidéd the churches during eafly years with vaca-

tion Bible school teams. During the first summer, the girls conducted

20Lighthouse, 1970, p. 113.

1 .
Personal interview with George W. BorDurant, June 8, 1978, to
wvhom Myers had made this statement.

22
Letter of Mrs., Callie Davenport to author, July 10, 1977.
23Letter of Mrs; Delma Elliott to auther, July 12, 1977.

2hLetter of John H. Hufton to author, July 10, 1977.
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five schools of two weeks each.25 The following summer, two of the men
helped as well,26 and a tobtal of fifteen Bible schools with 860 pupils
were conducted.27 Seven schools inAwhioh 570 studenﬁs were enrolled were
held the third summer.28 This project of the college reached its péak in
the summer of 1953 when nineteen schools which enrolled 1,231 pupils wefe
held.?? Although the college eventually dropped this program, it had
served well in introducing many congregations of the area to the useful
tool of education and evangelization., The congregations then continued
the schools with their own members in leadership and teaching positions.

When the Gospel Light in August, 194, introduced the regular

migsions feature by Lyda Respass, the editor remarked, "Our churches are

030 4 question on a 1977 survey that

"weak in their missionary activities.
agked how nmuch money was given to missions by churches in 1948 was
gnswered by thirty-six congregations. The majority answered, "Unknown'j
but two stated, "very little"; five, less than $100.00; one, $400.00;
one §L50.00. Of the fourteen that stated an amount, $75.00 was the

31
average.

In October, 1957, a group of churches in eastern Worth Caroclina

formed the Rosnoke Living Link Pellowship to support Grace Fish of the

25Messenger, July, 1949, p. 2.

26Messenger, July, 1950, p. 2.

2

TMessenggg, September, 1950, p. 2.
28Messenger, September, 1951, p. 2.

29Messeng§r, November, 1953, p. 2.

3OGospel Light, August, 194k, ». 3.

31Su:cvey.
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(lzinawa Christian Mission. Although thevcollege'was not directly connected
with this voluntary fellowship, its facult& and students ministered to
gach of the churches that promised support.32 During the first yeaw,
%1,048.3L had becn given.33 In the meantime, the fellowship had also
assuﬁed $1,200.00 per year support for the Malcolm Goffey family of the -
Mediterrsnean Christian Mission, Bari, I[taly. To do this, additional
churches volunteered to Jjoin in the fellowship.Bh

In April, 1953, Harrold McFarland, editor of Borizons magazine
and dirvector of Mission Services, was invited for a course of lectures
at the college and a series of missionary rallies on independent missions
in nearby congregations.35

By October 3L, 195, over $5,0Q0.0D had been given through the
Roanoke Living Iink, Twenty congregations were represented in this
giving., A number of youth rallies end vacation Bible schools were in-
cluded; hence, young people in the congregations were being introduced to
missionary giving.36 |

Tn August, 1956, Geneva Anderson, of the Class of 1956, a native
of Blimabeth City, announced plansAto go to Alasks Christian Home, Homer,

37

Alsska. Now there was a local person going to the mission field.

32Messen‘er, October, 1951, p. 1.

33Messenge£, November, 1952, p. .

lpessengex, October, 1952, p. 2.

35Messenger, March, 1953, p. 23 Messenger; April, 1953, p. 1.“
36ﬂg§§§g§g£, November, 1954, p. L.

37Nessengeg, August, 1956, p. 3.
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Support was raised from the area and one of the a}umni served as her for-
warding agent.38

An August, 1957, report shoﬁed over $28,0Q0.00 had been given to
six mission causes (other than the college) in less than four years by
congregations dlosely assocliated with the college.

And so mission giving arose in the congregations., Those four-
teen congregations that had averaged $75.00 in 1948 in missions giving
averaged over $1;,000.00 in 1976. Of the total forty~four eastern North |
Carolina congregations that reported amounts of missionary giving in 1976,
the average was $3,366.00. Bastern Virginiz congregations reported an
average of $572.00 in 1948; they reported an average of $6,510,00 in
'1976.h0 Certainly the encouragement of mission giving and the intro-
duction of missionaries into the area by the collégé had played a part in
fhis increase.

However, the college was not as fortumnaite in instilling in her
students the desire to become missionaries. Guy Whitley who was graduated
in 1958 went immediately to Jamaica to work with the Jamaica Christian
Boys' Home.hl Geneva Anderson returned to the continental United States

12

to work at Mountain Mission School, Grundy, Virginia, in 1957, but

returned to Candel, Alaska, in 1959.”3 In l967lshe went to Cookson Hills

8
3 Messenger, December, 1956, p. 3.

3?Messenger, August, 1957, p. 3.

0
b Survey.

thessenger, May, 1958, p. 3.
L2

Messenger, August, 1957, p. l; Messenger, February, 1958, p. 2.

h3Messen er, July, 1959, p. 3.
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.Christian,School, Siloam Springs, Arkansas.hh Larry Coyle, slumnus of 1963,
and his family joined the New England Christian Evangelizing Mission in
196h.h5 Two graduates of the class of 1966 volunteered for the foreign
mission field: Janet Spencer for Mexico and James C. "Red" Jones for |
Brazil.h6 Janet went to the field immediately after graduation for a
summer internship and then returned for full-time sérvice in Mexico.h7
"Red" and family left for Belem the following March.

In the summer of 1968, Jean Comer, class of 1963, and Shirley

Cash, class of 1965, Jjoined the staff of Mountain Mission School.h9 A
year later, Harold C. and Peggy Turner, voth graduates of 1966, also
- joined the gtaff of that mission;sg and the following sﬁmmer, Wayne Davis,_
class of 1968, and his wife, Mary Ann, class of 1969, were added.gl In
the meantime, however, Jean Comer had left this work to join the foorts

) . 52
in Indonegis,.

3

Carolyn Smith, class of 1968, begen working in the greater New

York City arez in January, 1969.53 Two members of the class of 1971 chose

hhMessenger, September, 1967, p. 3.

l*SIVEessenggr, June, i96h, p. 13 Messenger, September, 1964, p. 3.
u?Messenggr, February, 1966, p. 2.
Wyessenger, October, 1966, p. 3.
LL8Messenger, April, 1967, p. 3.
thessenggr, July, 1968, p. 2.

5OMessenger, Jung, 1969, p. 3.
SLMessenger, July, 1970, p. 3.

) _
92Messenger, May, 1969, . 3; Messenger, January, 1970, p. 3.

53Messenger,'January, 1969, p. L.
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missionary work. Melissa Isbell Lewis aﬁd her hugband, Garrett, a rising
senior at the college, spent one year teacﬁing at Puerto Rico Christian

Day School, Sah Juan;Sh-Cheryl Hearn joined the David Scates famlly work-
ing with the Navajo Indians in Arizonq. Ken and Funice Salyers, who
werelgraduated in 1972, left the following fall with their two children -
to take the Gospel to Salgon, South Vietnam,56

Of the sixteer alumni who had volﬁnteered for mission service,
only five were still working in their missions at the end of twenty-five
years of Roancke's history., And, only two of these were on foreign

57 Although the record of graduates going to mission fields was

soil,
certainly not as great as the college would have liked, it-did give the
area some "real, live missicnaries" of its own. In addition to these, a
muber of gtudents had gone in summer ihternship programs which also
better acquainted area churches with those mission fields.

During the silver ammiversary year, the college had its first
Faith Promise Missionary Rally which introduced this concept.of giving
for the fiwvst time to a number of the students and staff.SB As these
people implemented this mission coﬁcept in the congregations they served,
the cause of missions would again be aided.

Graduates of the college established the Bluefield (West Virginia)

College of Bvangelism in 1971. David Branholm, class of 1967, was founder

hMessenger, June, 1971, p. 2; Messenger, September, 1972, p. 2.
55Messenggr, June, 1971, ». 2.
S6Messen er, October, 1972, p. L.

57The two on foreign fields: Whltley and Comer; the others in
United States: Cash, Smith, Hearn.

8 . -
> Messenger, November, 1972, p. 2.
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" and preﬁi@ent; Reggie Webb, Class of 1969, academic dean; and Joseph
0'Neal, Class of 1967, a full-time teacher and printer.59

Staff men gave early impetus to the establishment of the Eastern
North Carolina Christian Men's Fellowship. Professor Melvin Styons was
“the firegt chairman of the organization formed to establish new congre-
gations in the eastern part of the state and to afford men the oppor-
tunity to enjoy the fellowship with one another, The first congregation
begun by the fellowship, in Rocky Mount, in late 1972, had a Roanoke
alumnus as its first preacher.6o

The Gospel Hally was an unquesticned gift of the college to the
. people of the axea. The first Gospel Rally in May, 19h§, has already been'
mentioned with its total registration of 281; so has the record attendance
of the 1952 rally, 5&8.61 From the beginning, registration has been free
and only thoge who atfended wexre registered. Toxr the first thirteen years,
the average registration w;s L81. Whenvthe alumni set a goal of one
thousand for the fourteenth rally,62 the previous four rallies had climbed
approximately one hundred registrations pex yeai from 37S:in 1958 to 705
in 1961. The 1962 goal was missed by 12&.63 The one thousand goal eluded
the next two ralliess but l;22h.registered for the 1965 rally when Herbert

Philbreck, former counterspy fox the Pederal Bureau of Investigation and

author of I Led Three Lives, spoke at the opening session. The next

59Messen er, November, 1971, p. 3.

0
Avthor was among those in early leadership of organization.

®lgee above, pp, 36, 37, LS.
62Messen er, March, 1962, p. L.

63Record of rélly attendance, kept in president's office.

6bMesseﬁgef, March, 1965, b.,l.
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two rallies fell helow the cne thougand mark until the {twentieth rally
surpaésed that number, and the silver anniversary rally broke all regis-
tration records with a total of 1,h05.6S

The alumni were constant in their support of the rally. Farly
rallies were pianned by the college staff, but béginning with the eleventh
rally in 1959, the Alumni Association has joined the staff in rally plan-
ning. Tor the first time thatryear, the gathering was also designated as
a homecoming; since that time the anmual event has been,called Gogpel Rally
and Homecoming.66

Farliest speakers for the rallies were mainly from Virginia and
Georgia.67 In 1953, the first three graduates spoke along with three
other speakers. The 195h rally featured alumni for all six sermons. In
1958, again half of the speakers were alumni. InA1960, thirty-three of
she thirty-eight alumni were on the program, although they preached no
Sermon. But in 1961, four of the five sermons were brought by alumni
and a total of twenby-six alumni were listed on the program; two of the
five sermons of 1962 were by aluwmi. However, no aluvmi gpoke again from
1963 through 1967. At the 1967 rally, all classes from 1950 through 1957

were honored to begin a tradition of honoring the graduates at ten-year

69 .
intervals. Two alumni spoke at the Wednesday morning session of the

65Records of rally attendance.

6§Messenger, March, 1959, p. l.

67Ra11y programs, filed in president's office. These programs
can also be found for each year bound in Messenger. All subsegquent
details concerning rally personnel, dates, and locations were also taken
from these progranms.

8y ssenger, March, 1960, p. 1.

69Messen r, February, 1967, p. 1.
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| 1968 rally; in 1971 the custom of having three alumni speakers deveiop one
theme at the Wednesday'mdrning session was begun. All speakers except two
for the silver anniversary rally were alumni.7o Percentages on alwmni
attendance that were reported in 1967, 1968, and 1970 were 58 percent,
60 percent, and 65 percent, respectively.Tl
The first rally was in May; except for the 1953 rally, the next
{ten were in April, and then the date was changed to March; since 1966,
it hes met the first Tuesday and Wednesday of March. The first twelve
rallies were held in the Elizabeth City Chuwech of Christ building, first
in the. basement and then in the completed auditorium., In 1961, the
- meeting, which had outgrown the chmrch building, moved to the spacious
Wational Guard Armory. A conflicet in schedule for the use of the armory
caused the l9f0 rally to be staged in the 8. L., Sheep auditorivm, which
has sexrved as the locationrsince that "time.72
The firét ammouncement of the initial rally laid the groundwork
for a "preaching rally;“ There were 0 be six sermons and three open
forums in the four sessions. "No business wili be discussed and no cause
will be advocated except the simple New Testament GOSpel."73 There was
to be no offering, and all émphasis was to he devoted to "ginging, preach-

Th

ing, and discussing of the gimple New Testament Gospel." Fifteen years

7OOne of the two ﬁas Pregsident BonDurant.
71
Messenger, April, 1967, p. 2; Messenger, April, 1968, p. 2;
Messenger, April, 1970, p. 2.
2y /o Letter, Jamary 28, 1970.

73Messenger, Jamuary, 1949, p. 2.

' 7%Messenger,-March, 19h9; p. 2.
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later the, same words were being used.75 At the time of the twentieth
rally, the editor of the}college paper commented that the rally has a
"distinctive 'flavor'--a closeness of fellowship, an uncompromising mes-

6
."7 The twenty-fourth rally

sage, an ingpiration of great music .
'had six sermons, but no symposium or open forumg. By this time it had
become traditional to feature a migsionary messags af the Wednesday
afternoon session., The silver anniversary rally did have a partisan
session when the aftermoon session was given to a tribute to Roanclke,
However, the other three sessions were still devoted to the preaching

of the Gogpel; the theme was "No Other Gospel."

Yew people of the area have ever attended a North American
Christian Convention that comes no nearer ﬁhan Cincinnati, and not many
have attended‘a Southern Christian Convention or National Missionary Con-
vention that are sometimes held in Virginia Beach; for many pecple of
eastern North Carolina and‘Virginia, the "hig convention" is the Gospel
Rally., Here these peoéle are blegssed by fellowship, inSgiration, exhor-
tation to retwen from the mountain to the valléys for another yesar of
gervice, Hewre they hesr the preachers they will invite for their revi-
vals;77 here they learn of éhe progress of thedir “boys" and "girls' they

“have supported thréugh college, either directly or indirectly; here they
see new developments at the college and tour the new facilities; here they
meet the new spouses and éee the new babies of the glumni, Thig rally is

the spiritual and social highlight of many people of the area fox each year.

75Messenger, February, 196l, p. 2.

6
7 Messenger, March, 1968, p. 2.

77See "Campus Happenings," Messenger, October, 195L, p. L.
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- Between 1962 and 1969, Roancke, in cooperation with he Rosemary
Church of Christ, washinéton, held five "Get-Acquainted Preaching Rallies"
to bring to the area men that college personnel had met at conventiong,
camps, or on choral tours.TB Four men each time were invited to the
area; two gpoke each evening of the two evening meetings at Romemaxry;
ail four lectured at the codlege on the intervening morning. These
rallies afforded the churches in eastern North Carclira an opportunity to
meet new preachers, and preachers an opportunity o become acquainted with
the work in this area. At the same time, they afforded an opportunity
for fellowship, inspiration, énd learning. On a muach smaller scale, they
- offered some of the same advantages as the Gospel Rally; however, they
never became a time for aluwmni to return.

Roanoke hag provided the area with a limited number of lecture-

ships. In April, 196k, Carl Ketcherside, editor of The Mission Messenger,

presented the hiiving Issues Lectureship! on unity within the brother-
hood.79 Bryton Barron, former State Department official, gave the first
Americanist Lectureship on Columbus Day, 196l, on un-American influences
in the State Department.BO Julia Brown, a Federal Bureaﬁ of Imvestigation

coumterspy, spoke for the Americanist Lectureship in November, 1967, on

Communist infiltration into and exploitation of the civil rights move-

81
ment, Ralph Bemnett, asscciate editor of Reader's Digest, spoke on "The

78
Messenger, November, 1962, p. 1; Messenger, October, 196, p. 13
Messenger, October, 1966, pp. 1, L; Messenger, October, 1967, p. 2; Meg-
senger, October, 1969, p. 2.

79Messen er, April, 1964, p. 1.

8OMessen er, August, 196k, p. 2; Mesgenger, November, 1964, p. 3.

81Messen r, November, 196l, p. 1.
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Myth of the Political Priscner" in October, 1972. Once again, the col-
lege had provided a means for better inforﬁation and understanding for
people of the area.

In 196l;, the first On-Campus Day, for high school seniors and
junibrs, was held on Tuesday of the Gospel Rally.83 Seventy-four reglis-—
tered'for that first yea,r.mL Eventually the day became open for all high
school students.85 The original days were designed to give the student
sample classes and informstion about college in the "on-campus atmosphere."
The format changed in 1967 with no sample classes, but with challenges by
college students in a morning chapel, a talent contest in the afternoon,
and the opening session of the rally designed for the_culmination of the
on~campus day.87 Ihere was a reburn to sample classes with the inspira-
tional chapel and evening rally in 1968.8 An afternoon sgongfest was
usged in 1970 and 1971.89 Plays were presented in the afternoon in 1972
and 1973.90 Over four hundred high school ztudents registered for the

1973 On-Campus Day with almost six hundred people present for the chapel

9
service,
1
82 |
Megsenger, November, 1972, o. 2. |
83

Mesgenger, February, 196, p. 2.
81‘I~F{e:e;senger, April, 196hL, p. 2.
85Messeng§r, March, 1968, p. 3 Meséenger, Janvary, 1970, p. ;.
86M€sseng§r, March, 1965, p. 2; Messenger, March, 1965, p. 3.
87Messenger, March, 1967, p. 3.
88M€ssenger, February, 1968, p. 1.

8 _ .
9Messenger, March, 1970, p. 3; Messengex, March, 1971, p. 3.
9

OMessenger, March, 1972, p. 3; Messengex, March, 1973, p. 3.

1
9 Messengex, April, 1973, p. 3.
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Between 1952 and 1958, a number of the supporting congregations
held Fifth Sunday Rallies. The first was at Scuppernong, Creswell, in
Novenber, 1952;92 the last mentioned one was at Beulah, Nashville, in
Maxch, 1958.93 Thege meetings never had any orgsnizational structure;
a congregetion would volunteer to be host for the next meeting; publicity

was by word of mouth and The Roanocke Messenger; the host congregstion

plammed the program, which was usually Bible school, morning service,
afternoon service, and evening singspirgiion; everyone brought his own
basket lunch, These quarterly meetings were basically a time for Chris-
tien fellowship. Those present could learn gbout progress of the Roanoke
- Living Link, Roanoke Acres Church of Christ'(established‘in Manteo),

Camp Roancke, the college, and other oooPerétive efforty.

Many of the people of the area would see the various musical pro-
grams of the college as one of its greatest gifts to the area.95 The
Choral Club, called Glee Cl;b that firs£ year, presented programs of
Christmas music during ﬁecember, 1948, at Zion's Chapel, Roper; Wilkinson,
Pantego; Geneva Park, Chesapeake, Virginia; Rosémary, Wasgington; Powells

96 These

Point, Iarbinger; Scuppernong, Creswell; and 8%. Clairs, Bath,
programs were the begimming of an anmual Christmas and Baster presentation

to many congregations in the area that had never hosted a college choir,

92Messen er, November, 1952, p. 2.
93Messengpr, March, 1958, p. 2.

9&Messenger, January, 1954, p. 3.

95 John Griffin (1908-1971), father of the ‘author, would have so
. thought, see Méssenggr, June, 1971, p. 3.

6
J Messenger, January, 19&9, p. b3 ~copy of program on file in
president's office. - :
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snd some of the smaller congregations prﬁbably never would have had a
college choir to come by. The programs were more than music; but, rather,
~ they were a meésage with songs sung in a chronological order, woven
together with appropriate Scripﬁuﬁes.' In time, a script developed that
narréﬁed the whole story.
What did these programs do for the churches in the area? They

have brought inspiration, not only because of the songs, but also because

97

of the lives of the singers; the Christmas and Easter programs have set

8
the gpirit for the true meaning of those seasons;9 they have challenged

100
the young peop1999 and helped them to decide to attend Bible college;

101
they've strengthened the bond between congregstions and thé college

102 '
and between congregations; they have brought honor to Roancke and to
103 :
the Lord; and they've caused churches to improve their music in

10l
worship. A musician in one of the congregations wrote:

« + « « The quality of the programs show they are carefully
planned and performed by a well-trained group. This in turn has

I etter of Nellie Baker to author, May 31, 1978.

98Letter of Rosa Dowdy to author, June 3, 1978; letter of Barbara
Alligood to author, June 7, 1978.

Pletter of Carolyn Harrell to author, June 7, 1978.

100Dowdy letter; letter of James T. Davis, Jr., to author, May 31,

1978; letter of Mrs. Horace Miller to author, June 1, 1978.
101 :
Alligood letter; letter of Pauline Webb to author, June 5, -1978.
IOZDavis letter.
103 otber of Mary Simmons to awthor, June 1, 1978; letter of
Alice G. Shavender to author, May 26, 1978; letter of Edythe Benson to
author, May 28, 1978.

thLetter of Florence Oliver to author, June 5, 1978.
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inspired the churches to pay more attention to the musical part of
their church program. Moregmu31c has been bought and much more
practicing has been dona. :

The tours outside of the area were carefully plammed to include
small, mission churches that would benefit by the rare visit of a college
group at the same time that the students could learn about the mission
work, especially in the northeast. Charles E, Faust, director of Go Ye
Mission in New York City, wrote:

RBC was the only college who regularly came to our area when our
churches were very, very few and quite small, These groups . . . made
us aware of the role Bible colleges play in the life of the churches
of Christ and Christian churches. They provided us the opportunity
to watch RBC grow——in numbers, programs, and serviceg, This all was
certainly an encouragement to our young, struggling, and growing
congregations.

He continued by saying that "the decorum of RBC students . . . encouraged

' [ 106
Christian parents in our efforts to rear our children properly." Ancther
laborer in the northeast, Charles E. Fordyce, agreed with Faust on the
latter point, stressing how the groups always brought joy to his congre-
gations,

A small congregation in South Carolina wrote after hosting one
of the choral groups:

We have had many compliments from the ones present and we feel we

received a gpecial blessing by your being with us. We were at a low

point, not having a full-time minister, and your message was go_inspir-
ing that we felt uplifted for the first time in a long while,L00

105

Qliver letter; see also letter of Harlen P, Wolfe, minister,
Georgetown (Ohio) Church of Christ, to college, April 31, 1966, in files
of academic dean,

06
1 Letter of Charles E. Faust to author, June 2, 1978.

lO?Letter of Charles E. Fordyce to author, May 31, 1978.

108Letter of Friends of Branchville (South Carolina) Christian’
Church to college, May 12, 1971, 1n files of academic dean.
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In the summer of 1953, the collége began offering another service
for the churches of the area: a Christian.Service camp, Young people in
the congregations served by the college family did not feel comfortable
at Roanoke Chrisbian Service Camp because of the controversy surrounding
the éstablishment of the college.109 S0, very quietly, with no effort to
recruit campers from any other camp, Camp Roancke was launched in June,
1953.llO Seven months later, it was statéd that the camp was held "for
the spiritual instruction of young people in churches served by the
faculty, graduates, and students of the College, and other interested
congregations." This first year only had two weeks of camp and enrolléd
a total of 106 campers.lll The second year expanded to three weeks, and
1,3 cempers were enwvolled; the next six years fluctuated from a low of
132 campers to a high of 188. The sumﬁer of 1961 set a record with 172
campers enrolled for the junior week and a total of 308 for the three

112

weeks. However, 172 campers plus forty staff members and five days of

pouring ra,inl13 were probable cause for a drop to only 167 campers the
following ‘year.

Camp attendance began to olimb again in 1963 until the total again
reached the three hundred mark in 1968; in 1973, there were ;32 campers,

Camp Roanoke has emphasized a strong curriculum, a highly organized

109568 above, »p 39, LO.
110 I ‘
There is no mention of camp in Megsenger until January, 1954.
111 '
Messenger, January, 195, p. 2.
112

Camp Roanoke files in president's office. Subsequent statistics
are also from these, unless otherwise noted. '

llBMessenger, July, 1961, p. 1.
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program, a class for teaching new choruses, and, in recent years, missicnary
g:'Lving.llbr There were thirty-six young people who answered the invitation
to become life recruits in the 1973 camp; forty-one were baptized; and a
total of §1,827.18 was given to mission causes; for 8 per caplta giving

115
of §l1.23 for campers.

Memories of those carly years of camp still linger. An ever-—
recurring memory is the singing class, One former camper reflected:
"Phrough my life--from the time I learned the songs until right now—-
words from camp choruses come to me when I need thenm most.”116 Another
remembered the singing class as the most "fun" class.ll? Another lists
"learning new choruses in singing class" as one of her cherished 111e111103:':i.es.11‘8
As another camper remembered, she ﬁrote, "I think the mgjor contribution
that Camp Roanoke made to my life was its challenée to full-time Christian
nservice."ll9 Another told how she and four of her friends became life
recruits on the same evening of camp, and then went through Bible college
together.lzo The camp always had a strong emphasis on full-time Christian

121
gervice, and many could clte how thig influence charted their lives.

11h0bservations of the author, involved in Camp Roanoke since 1954
as camper, Jjunior counselor, teacher, and director.

11 :
5Messenger, August, 1973, p. 2.
116

Letter of Jennifer Ross Bvans to author, August 1, 1977,

117Letter of Bllan Pittman Smithwick to author, July 15, 1977

118
Ietter of Wanda Rose McCants to author, July 27, 1977.

llgLetter of Ellen Potter Barmes to author, August 27, 1977.
1zoEvans letter,
121

Personal interview with Michel Turner, June 16, 1978; also
author s personal experience. .
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The presence of the college in the area has afforded revival

gspeakers, pianists, speakers for special oécasions, and interim ministers
for most of the churches in the area. As an elder in one of the nearby
churches wrote, "Whenever called upon, she has g%aciously regponded with'
whatever assistence that has been needed."122

| One of President BonDurant;s reagons for establishing a college
in the ares was to "conserve local youth for our own ministry rather than
the enrichment of areas where they now go to college."lQ3 I% has been

12k Another real

shown in this paper that this purpose was accomplished.
blessing, it seems to this author, is that many people of the area, both
young and older, who would nol have attended any Biblp college or be in
full-time Christiap service were afforded these opportunities because

the college was located in their area. Although no one can definitely
say what would have happened, others have expressed the same sentiment.
One elder wrote, "We also have many boys and girls that have graduated
from Roanoke who would not have gone at all.” One motherAwrote, "With-
out R. B. ., I doubt that Norman and Dorothy might ever have entered
Bible Gollege."lQ Some alumni who wexre interviewed expressed the same

12
thoughts. !

122
G. L. Herghberger, Jr., on Laurel Avenue, Chesapeake, Virginia,

questionnaire, survey.

123 :
See above, pp. 29, 30.

l2hSee above, p. 62.
125

Guy Woolard, Rosemary questionnaire, survey.

126
127

Personal interviews during camp week, June 12-17, 1978: Joan
Sawyer, Shirley Cash, Mlchel Turner, Ray West Phllllp Alligood,

Letter of Mrs. Horace Miller to author, June 1, 1978.
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S0, Roanoke's fruit are plentifui: churches established, churches
strengthened from part-time to full-time préaohing, growth in congregations,
. improvements iﬁ properties, mission emphasis and giving increased, Gospel
Rally, Get-Acquainted Rally, lectﬁreships, choral programs, Camp Roancke,
servénﬁs trained who would not othe;wise have been in Christian service.
And, there are other fruits that simply cammot be envmerated; but these

given prove her woxrth.



EPIIOGUE -

Tyenty~five years is such a little time in comparison to eternity.
What can be aoéomplished in that shoxrt pericd toﬁara eternél goals? And,
what can a dream of a Bible college in one man's mind do in God's eternal
scheme? When that man is George BonDurant and his dream is Roanoke Bible
College, the angwer is '"Much."

Roanoke Bible College evolved from BormDurant's dream to a board of
incorporators; then to a rented building with eighteen students and six
teachers; next to-an old dwelling of its own to house all its activities;

then 1o a city block; and finally to a twenty acre campus with 169 students
and thirty staff members. During that quarfer oan.century, over six
Jhundred fifty students had been trained. Of these, two hundred twenty-
three had been graduated. Although the majority of these alumni were con-
centrated within a three~-hundred mile radius of the college, thirty-five
states and ten foreign countries had been served by the students and sﬁaff.l

During this twenty-five years, the curriculum had grown fromrten
courses taught by six teachers to forty-nine courses taught by fifteen
teachers. From that original staff of six (twd of whom only taught one
olass each), the staff had grown to thirty by the end of the period. From
s total of 18 in the fall of 1948, the student body had increased to 169
in 1972-1973. The library had grown from three books donated qp'Qctober 30,

1948, to over eight thousand volumes by the end of 1973.

lRoanoke Day Brochure, 1973, filed in president's office.
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.Phe budget had grown from $7,609.99 the first year to $352,856.07
the lagt year. This budgét had underwritten the expansion of the campus,
the acquiring of houses and the constructing of two buildings espeoiélly
designed for college use, library acquisitions, the enlarged staff, main-
.tenance, and all other expenges, No money was owed‘on any building or
pﬁoperty at the end of the quarter century; total aséets were conservatively
placed at six hundred thousand dollars;2 and there wag over thirty-six
thousand dollars in the building fund.

Cherished memories of life together during those twenty-five years
linger, Choral iours, dormitdry life, professors, practice preaching,
speaking in chapel, literary societies, sncak days, stuéent work, romances—-—
all of these have molded the Roancke studeﬁts.

Yet; fhe most notable change of all--the greatest accomplishment of
the college--the final goal toward which all others had been pointing--wasg’

; .
the progress made in the churches: the changes from quarter-time to full-
time preaching, churohés strengthened, new congregations established, and
growth in missionary outreach. This progress is the culmination of all
efforts of the twenty-five years.

The accomplishments'chronicled in this book are changes; yet some
-things must remain constant. In the last issue of the twenty-fifth volume

of The Roancke Messenger, the following assurance was given: "But one thing

remains unchanged——Roanoké's uncompromiging commitment to !'The Faith once
for all delivered to the saints' and her willingness to do everything in hex

power to train a faithful ministry to extend that faith to all men everywhere."3

2 .
Minutes of Directors' Meeting, January 19, 1973.

3Messenger, Augugt, 1973, P. 2,
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During those short twenty—fiv'e yéars, the dream became a reality
and marched forward. In 1973, Reoanoke Bib'lle College could give thanks
to God for those things He had enabled her to accomplish in His etermal
plax. Aﬁd, ghe could look forward Wit‘h agsurance that the same purpose
and goals were guiding her as she launched her second quarter-century
of ser;rice. |

God be with thee, Alma Mater,

In the fight for right.
May His hand sustain and bless thee,

Ever, day and night.

hLast stanza of Roanoke Bible CGollege Alma Mater.
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Bowen, Wilmer. Telephone Interview. Plymouth, North Carolina, May 31,
1978,

Cash, Shirley. DPersonal Interview. Elizabeth City, North Carolina, June
12-17, 1978. ' )

Gray, Bryan. Personal Interview. Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina, May 23,

1978.

Gurkin, Clarence. Personal Interview, Williawmston, North Carolina, May 30,

1978,
Harris, Henry. Personal Interview. Plymouth, North Carolina, May 29, 1978.

Henries, H. Leo. Telephone Interview. Bayboro, North Garolina, June 5,

1978. -

Topping, Raleigh L. Personal Interview. Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina,

June lj, 1978.

Sawyer, Joan. Personal Interview. Elizabeth City, North Carolina, June

12-17, 1978. - '

Turner, Michel. Personal Inberview, Elizabeth City, North Carolina, June
16, 1978.

West, Ray. Personal Interview, XIlizabeth City, North Carolina, June 12-17,
1978. -

3. Periodicals »

Christian Standard, February 2, 1907; October 19, 1918; June 19, 1920;
August L, 1923; December 7, 19243 December 22, 1928; November 22, 1930;
November 28, 1931; December 8, 1938; October 19, 1946; September 3,
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Gospel Light, 1940-1950.

Hathcock, T. 0. "My Best.Investment," Christian Standard, August 6,
1966, p. 5. . .

North Carolina Chrigtian, 1944-1947.

-‘Regtoration Herald, September, 1977.

The Roanoke Messenger, August, 1948, through August,‘1973.

8%ill, Owen. "The Only School in the Southeast,” Christian Standard,
December 21, 1927, p. 18.

The Watch Tower, 1916-1926,

li. Roanoke Bible Collegze Records

_ Alumni-Association Minutes. Copieé in zuthor's files.

© Alumni-Officer Letters. Copiles in‘presiden%‘s office.
Appeal Letters, Copies in president's office.

Camp Roancke Files. Filed in president's coffice,
Catalogs, 1948-1973. Copies in presigdent's office.
"Churches Begun by College Men.' Tiled in president's office.
Library Accession Records. Kept in library.

Minutes of Directors' Meetings. Copiles in guthor's files.,
Rally Programs, Filed in presi@ent's office.

Begistrar‘s Records, PFiled in registrar's office.
Record of Rally Attendance., Filed in president's office.
Roanoke Day Brochure, 1973. Filed in president's office,
Salary Records., Kept in business office.

Schedule of Classes. Filed in registrar's office.

5. Various Sources

Beaufort County Deeds. Book 180,.p. 508.

The Harvestexr (Atlanta CHristiaﬁ College &earbook), 1953,
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The Lighthouse (Roanoke Bible Gollege yearbook), 1952-1973.

1948 Yearbook of Internstional Convention of Disciples of Christ. Indiana-
polis: International Convention of Disciples of Christ, 1948.

© Survey made by author. Original questionnaires in his files.

Washington County Deeds. Book 61, pp. 1, 2.

B, SECONDARY SOURCES

Bartlett, John. Familiar Quotations. 1Lth ed. - Boston: Little, Brown,
and Company, 1968.

Garrison, Winfred E. and Alfred T. DeGroot. The Disciples of Christ: A
History. St. Louis: The Bethany Press, 1948,

Groover, R. Bdwin, "T. O. Hathcock: The Judge and His Woxk." Unpubliéhed
M. Div. thesis, Emmanuel School of Religien, 1972.

Murch, James D. Christians Only. Cincinnati: Standard Publishing, 1962.

Ware, C. ¢. Albemarle Annals. Wilson, N. C.: Privately Published, 1961.

, A History of Atlantic Christian College. Wilson, N. C.: Atlantic
Christian College, 1956,

, North Carolina Digciples of Christ. St. Louis: Christian Board
of Publications, 1927,
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A Visit to Bro. Tyndall's School™.
On Monday mernlng, January 7, 1% 1% linll

nnd T drove ont geven mites from Nlns=lon, N, (0,
to J. W, Tyndall’s schonl. We hatd expe ctod to
attend tiie opening exerclse of (he sehonl, which
had been planued for ihat day, A, . FEdmonson,
of Newbern, having been chosen ns speaker for
the geeaston., I was anxiovs both to lhienr Bro.
wamonson, Newbern's mew preacher, and 'to sce
the new gcehool. ‘FPhe opening exerclses, hnwever,
[ ad been postponed untll the 14th, on areount
of the unfinished condition of the bullding.
Thig school fa to he run somewhnt afier the

ovder of Ashley 8. Jolimson's schiool at Whnharlln
Helghtd, Tenn. Bro. 'Fyndall thinks it wHi In
‘o way Interfere whHh Atlantiec Christlan Col-
Tege, hut beileves himsell fo he sccuring n elass
‘of gtudents thnt would not be renched Ty that
college, and thinks, in the long run, 1t will rend-
Jy prove to be advaningeous to Aflantle s
tinn. Collegk,  Tn this T lope he is right..and
et ioue. [enuse In lhe Biate will not he,
Clinhpeved fith too many halfway edneationnl
dnatitutlong, 1 am glad te know that Do,
‘Wyndall s hrend-minded enough fo want Al
._lnntic Chlm\lnu College to suecend,  spite of
1 tie faet tlm,t 1 is trying to bulld ap o gehnel
“of .bls .own. | T'he people emeng whom he Inliors
{..ha" préacher} aré standing loyally by him i
. 3 g effart, and T helleve when they come tn Ap-
Aepreelntd. tho value of Atlantle Christlan College,
o they wHI, glnngd ne nohly hy that,  Our people
4 o, vendy for averythlng that looks tnward the
;'-nd\'nm.ennmt Jof our great cause In thls gromd
1 o1 Btate. ’

LMy cont prayer T that Ged Bleas everylhing
, thnt Yookt toward fie wpllft of humenlty, uad
. tho* butl,mmeut of mankind,
1: W. . Wapkesr, Cor. Hee,
\VKBIHNGLOH, H. ¢

vty ‘Qﬁ

firsoran =y ENERAE AR - T B TIORPUR S TETORN T AL {(memlu&m

Endiusﬂ:mw.ﬁ. School And Music Academy
g h KINSTON N. C., Rt. 2. ‘

Will open its first term Sept, 22nd 1514 This school hag taken

the place of The Industrial Chiistian Colicge, and will endeavor to

help hoys and girls in every possible way. If you want to prepare

for college and university, if you want fo study musie, if you want

a - Bible (aeurse, if you want to prepare Sorhifes tawork, write us now

s J, M. PERRY, General Manager,
NSO, ML

BV b =20 e L reoet o T Lk L RANUILL N o SR R SRS VIRTRL LT Rm;mm "

The Watch Tower, August 27, 191k

e et
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CAROMNA HNQ’HE"EUM‘ AND BB L,]E QF‘MHN!\ W

KINSTON, NORTH CAROLINA, R, 2.1 o o

E RINMION I :

Special advantages hiere are ag follows, viz:
It is near one of the best Towﬁs in the State.
It is coeducational, Xet well 1egu]ated

It has daily mall {y om Kmston 10 the Cnllega direct,
It has as good water as is found east of the Blue Ridge.

It is easily 1eached by rail or on, hard smfave 1oad o

Jtis well chsmphnod and [,1\7(35 peisonal attentlon. ,
It allows you Lo make terma'to slut o e 7-_!";:: y
It accepts money,. pr ei‘el ablv, in full for pay'ﬁléi'lt eté} -,.;"\ co
* It allows you to pay p‘ut in monoy and wmlc pmt o
It offers the best COHIBG&, in thcmzy, Muqxc 01 B:ble
It pr omises you the vely bem, mqh uctmn by the hedt mstluctnw
It offers terms ﬂmt that mcet i,ho needs of )ICh and poor'
, It is the place mx you Wuce f01 ‘Lelms am.d :oom 2x
"~ We are yoms to sewe. S " R
.E. 1\. )Am‘ml,md, mom‘icm, Wl

The Vateh Tower, August 6, 1924




APPENDIX B .

LONG ACRE CAMPUS

i



w2 . \woon e LANIL e
o | LONG_AGRE ROAD-TO ﬁc\:ocqxi&‘ . N3desE

SRR EEEEPIEEES 16 e O -

..ll..ll.ll.l.lil!ll.l|.tl.ll

N2T nam

v
%ﬂﬁWPmA. B ST
%3 I
?NQWuxxﬁﬂA.. e
ﬁ. .. o . ‘ S
oo
2ou. R -~

s B CANMPUS CONTRINS ¢
S 1 9ZHCRES. g

—
-1
]
-‘
|
t
A
b
1
!
1
b
0
'
)

,.S, . r.ff/f

2 au |

o S J._}:,W

ST [T T

ZMNAom

_. __‘n,mz,ﬁmz mqmmmq i

: M Eu LT KN N o
’ ast I I 2O0FEET = ONETHNCH .
Q\ﬁ\hg\mt f..E; /= G: ‘um AdNewberry. ﬁ.m




APPENDIX G

ANNUAT FINANCIAL REPORTS

16



‘Tncome

Undesignated gifts
Degignated gifts

Regoular room, bosrd, tultion
Extension class tultion

Books
Loans
Miscellanecus
Total Tncome

. Net_Tncome

Digbursements

Balaries
Kitchen

Office

General
Eguipment
Building upkeep

Field representative driving
Extengion class driving

Books

Building note
The Messenger
Lights and water
Telephone
‘Other driving
Heat

Cther publicity
Rents

City gas

Loans

Radio

Total Disbursements

FIRARCTAT, REPORT

1948-49 1949-50 1550-51
3786.75 7157.89  7860,75 10675,
- 2175.3ly 1572.82 3811.8L 2700.
387.20 2102.25 2159.35 290,
1127.00  975.53  125.00
143.30 1L,0.68 382,04 113,
155,00  264.20 10013.00 215.
1.0 31hL.51 7.33 83.
T775.99 12527.88 2,,679.01 16693,
7620.99 12263,.68 1L666.01 16L77.
950,83 2041.65 3L4L0.73 3613,
1071.35 1858.93 2198.81 263k,
170,21 245,58 138,17 187,
210.57  269.18 7395.02 1050.
220,11 1187.79 961,86 3625,
60.19  210.58 | 140.29  27h.
35,00 253,90 181.73 125,
383.7h  731.37 35.10
181,02 170.38 536,91 521,
. 2501.00 3086.25 1507.20 1369.
479.98 962,38  341.92 1040.
110.4}y  511.97 560,35 701,
17.9h BL.40 206,02  1lL6.
63.04 88.66 188,09 472,
111.75 159.89  281.3¢  218.
26.63 52.66  204.55 T1.
969,00 L75.00
36.86 1.
125,92 18L.19 5809.59  66€5.
69.50 268,50 125.00

7748.02 12375.26 2L785.47 16748,

1951~

52

12
52
L3

g2
80

73
52
72

36
L1
L6
20
98
38
03

02
50

89

bl
69
39
Qo

2

Bl
80

32

17

1952-53

8336.93
1553, 71
3901. 30
13.38
238,17

1390.06
184435.55
181435.55

1619.83
3431.69
348.00
562,00
1997.,08
1287.23
2L0.06

L8, 31
2116.50
569,87
435.67
122,92
508.28
325.75
W, 00

1,50.00

1830L.19




qugpv

Undoui(n"ted pifts
Designated giflts

Rooa, Board, Tuition

Exbonsion tuition
Books

loans

Hisecllancous

Total Incone

o g PR A T A ke

Nel Tncome

At s g e s mE B AL

Qlﬂéviif'ﬁn"
Salaries
Kitchen

Office

General
Equipment
Beilding unkeep
Field dreiving
Exe ¢le driving
Books

Building note
The ilessenger
Lights and waler
Telephone

Other deiving
Heal

~Other publicity
{izs

Loans

Total Disbursements

s

Bl 3(
1,631.,00
23524979
23,2h9.79

h§9950(h
3 BI‘U;O?
360,28
903,95
?29026
917.72
234435
559,03
57100
6563h033
},19197?
L0T7.30
62,03
388 11
375 h?
218,15

21,195.43

FINAIICTLL REFCRT

195055

hoB. .19
155,00
1,933.39
16,852,685

16,697.65

h3193029
by 27l 50
361450

Bl 37

962,55
113.]. . 0L
391,13

G05,10
1,80h610
58019

L5662

32.02
342,20
273.10
666,70
131,00
155,00

16,628,986

27917
161190

2555933
17,666,10

1.7, 50120

h;?h?eﬁl
3597935
268,01
789
1129.9h
l,Olhﬁ26
270,00

53h,308
2,985.40
327.58
39791
L9.27
l502h¢22
272,00
301,22
70640
16}-1 . 90

17,597.1h

195657

10,917.68
1.,537.10
259h2093

638,02
25193093

18,230.5i6

1832309h6

5 }J—] leJ~
h, 132,87
LOL 36
1,216.59
8li9.28
1 159,42

89-', 92
1,505.80
593,75
360,19
19.29
1,113.34
205,00
330,98

111 elg

18,236.90

148

195758

11, 622,25
2,262.0l
35?J9 g8

761,60
1,859.2
20,2L5.09

6,333

3;?19 lh

‘)()‘L e

L:OEI? ?J )

1,L00.26
61 62
638.26_

20,377.51



195059
. Tncenme

Repotar gifts 11,016.63
bcuaujonal gifts 2,553,850
Roon, beard, tutticn 3,L51.85
Fxtension tuition 160,00
Books 5713k
Loans 69.00
jniacellancous 2,638,87
Scholarships

Fobal Income 2017119
EQEWEEEQTS 20,h02019

© Dishursenents

Satavies 6,765,83
Kitehen 11,510:85
Office 352,19
General l,)iO 60
Fugipment 578, 76
Building upkeep 1,390:.25
Field driving 7.05
Exe ¢le driving 27,90
BOOJ\. 3 ?89020
Building note 1,672.80
The Hessenper 202,15
Lights and water 481,73
Telephona 101,20
Other driving 98l 63
Heat 33050
Gther publicity 29293
Gas (6 0%
Loans 69,00

Total Disburscacnts 20,322,76

FINANCTAL RITORT

25900

9.83%.2
209, lh
h.8J9 32

P

\.,"l

?

“"\...

TN

i

735,72

2, L5207

22,0.79.00,

22,179 60

)1,851.13
i, 19208

352,32
2,563,217
1,710.30
l,?.).l?o9(/)

217.35

1,258,658
1,672.50
11368;61
525,00
285,00
2,179:L6
229.00
527,106
82.12

22 ,655,62

196051
B,222,10

11, 6560,73
h5992032

1,558.25

30,091.13

7,085,897

700075

6’4{5073
2.,693.13
2 593460 59

BO}latih

2,00

1,379.75
3,0L6.45
L’li%?ii
880,17
20147
1., 54056
587.00
hho :25
154.80

30,041,682

1°{luoé
79791!3 22
1JJ 3G56 v 5?
?9132 e’-IS
98.00

3533661

32,:907.89
32,9L7.89
G

0.
6

6,94
9,27
76
0
0
3

35

9

6
2 1,767
L £l 6h
80,37

3
5
6
6
3

986,00
3530‘0#03
872.83
1,190,.%50
2L7:.20
1,358, 78
766671
29255
1111[05?

3338517

149

196203

9 3 8}4‘3 o 21
11,538,18
8,523,817

3,838.30L
1,162,00

3]_!, 80,) e-éO
:'Sh‘; 885&! 60

71062
103 508, 5
8§lo27
333349
1,9L6.69
1,176.37

3,580&00
Tl i7
l} 3590 52
3’-13&65
1,8L5.99
716,04
36165
265, 8l

31,280,115



‘Tneowe

Regular gifts
Occasional gifts

Room, Board, Tuition

Migcellaneous
Scholarships
Promotional
Building fund
$1-4-Day

Total Income

" Disbursements

Salaries
Kitchen

Office

General
Equipment
Building upkeep
Building note
The Messenger
Lights and water
Telephone
Driving

Heat

Other publicity
Gas

Promotional
Library
Printing
Ingurance

1963-6l

11,2804.01
17,005.08

6,601.75
651.25
805.00

3693h7-h9

8,609,131
8,h27.17
89,62
5,73L.2h
I,150. 36
682,24
4,831.07
1,060,120
1,590.95
53),.88
1,710.79
613. 38

537.96.

189.39

fotal Disbursements  39,607.76 32,517.

Total Building Pond money including all

o]
AS2 3

'FINAHCiAL HEPORT, JULY 1 TO JUHE 30

196165 196566
11,10L.18 10,251,88
8,964.61 11,578.55
9,328.20 1L,92k. 22
347377 3,569.15
1,040.00 L00.00
2:377.29
6,161.27
89.00
33,990.76 L49,351.70
5,646.96  7,072.94
7,029.h2 11,185,70
1,101.05  2,335.12
8,156.27  7,397.75
1,739.07  3,178.26
1,185.54 578,10
1,015.62  1,200.00
1,051.96  1,370.47
1,396.81.  1,646.51
618.98 725,35
1,6h2.71  2,892.73
1,014.30 1,725.12
181,37 576.22
433.89 169,80
2,045 7k

196667

13,580
18,983
16,731
Iy, 082
L6
2,279
1,249

.70
-35
.29
<37
.60
.36
63

5,82l 35

63,177,

11,753

9,793,
2,3h7.
6,225,
3,018,
55557,
Ly, 726,
189,
2,108,

BL9.

1,762
2,653
136

2,330
157
1,025
600

interest ~ $26,818,88

65

L6l

33
81

82
g2
05
70
18
96
by
.58
19

.06
13
40
1l

13,799.81 55,332.32

o7 -

1

1967~68

13,998.
21,608,
21,368,
l;,050.
20,
1,310

13,549,
19, 301#-

18,97h'
11, 368,
1,408,
Ly, 956.
6,357,
2,751,
7,745,

2,196.

919,
2,836,
3,232,

1,289,
131,
2,250,
566,

67. 35,

50

02
19
19

00

15

06

30
54
58
79
30

83

22
37
58
27

87
00
99
30

9l



TRCOME
Regular gifts
‘Oceasional gifts

Room, Board, Tuition

Miscellaneous
Scholarships
Promotional
Building Fund
Railway property

Total Income

DISBURSEMENTS
Salaries

Kitchen

Office

General
Equipment

Bldg, upkeep
Bidg. note o
Lights and water
Telephone
Driving

Heat

Promotional
Library

Printing
Insurance
Building Fund
Railway Property
Bast Campus

Total Disbursements

FINANCIAL REPORT, JULY 1 TO JUNE 30

1968-69

14,792.12
23,227.79
32,150, 11
8,277.67
390, 00
2,295.55
43,613.66

122,750, 90

24,187,82 -

20,120, 00
1,212.72
5,310.37
5,039,31
3,795, 99
4,295, 50
2,366.47

976.95
2,389.57
3,081.92
2,290.75

421,53
2,919.52
2,037.77

41,000,950

121,437.09

1969-70

15,606, 11
32,025,772
50,443, 64
8,839, 62
320,00
1,355.98
1,671,442

150,262, 19

31,794153
23,208, 71
1,634, 36
10,487, 75
11,154, 91
1,043, 15
3,570, 00
4,369, 42
1,115.87
2,350, 49

2,366.30

1,229.71

678,00
1,945.05
1,805.68
70,400, 00

169,157.03

1970-71

26,676.15
53,016, 60
70,445, 58
11, 640, 34

2049, 0%

569, 0l
9,428, 02

172,025, 73

42,549, 49
37,259, 14
2,366.13
14,468, 77
11,620, 74
17,587.13
13,185, 00
7,301.38
1,138, 00
1,671, 14
4,771.78

683,79
5,422, 34
I, 288,26
2,072.50

166,385, 59

Wworth  dieo 31, 1772 ~ VE4l 944, 94

1971--72 % 1972.73

37,697,19
60,178.32
74,436, 83
12,0442.29

240, 00

4,501, 14
24,631, 94

234,167, 71

59,914, 27
35,546, 94
3,U26,47
19,340.37
13,860, 99
13,248, 96
13,420.00
8,673, 41
1,547, 00
2,713.06
5,304, 17

4,476, 49
3,738.73
5,240, 34

5,000, 00

195,451, 20

151

36,540, 14
56,037.38
81,176.99

55,607, 34

440,00

4,754, 8%
118,299, 64

352,856.67

75,009, 72
41,568.75
5,313.08
38,612.18
15,983, 70
14,947, 79
550, 00
6,779.72
1,270, 56
2,626.55
5,331, 64

1,791. 46
2,877.85
3,597.36

120,000, 00
4,572, 80

340,823.16
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Map of Railroad Pfoperty
(Bast Campus) as finally
purchased with proposed
recreational areas at

north end
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THE EPSILON PL CHI TEEKER
Monday, March 21, 1919 -
by Welker B. Perry

The Peeker wishes to extend its heartiest congratulations to the
society on the successful carrying out of its project.

Everyone certainly enjoyed Mrs, Sullivan's short visit. See that
she does that again, Grace. Ronald Clifton, a former student of R. B, C.,
was in town one day the past week. It was good to see him again.

Remember! fThe Declamatory contest will be two weeks from tonight
ot this same hour. This is going to be a very interesting contest and T
am sure no one wants to miss it. IMake your plans now so that you can be
sure to be here. _

Algso, remember the Gospel Rally the 3rd and.lith of April. This
will be a time for Spiritusl growth as we are assured of plenty of good
wholesome spiritual food. Tell your friends and family about this im-
portant occasion and let's have good crowds at every session.

Nettie Mae Liverman and Joe Brickhouse spent the weekend at their
homes in Columbia. ’

Mr. BonDurant preached at Wilkinson Memorial Sunday and reports
a very good Gday.

‘ Mr. Turner preached at Elizsbeth City on the Church of Christ
hour snd at Bethlehem Sunday and also had a good day.

Yours truly went to Sweet Home and we also had good crowds both
morning and night.

Joe Brickhouse preached at Zion's Chapel and reports good
*gttendance. .

This is March 2lst-—the first day of Spring! In the Spring a young
man's fancy lightly tumns to thoughts of--Greek--! Fooled you, didn't I7

If T were running the world I would have it rain only between the
hours of two and five a.m. Anyone who was out at that time of day ought
to get wet.

Lady: "So you are on a submarine. What d¢ you dot"

Sailor: "I run forward snd hold her nose when we want to take a
dive."

Love makes the world go round. But for that matiter, so does a good
swallow of tobacco juice. ‘ )

A smile ig to the female countenance what the sunbeam is to the
landscape--it embellishes an inferior face and redeems an ugly one.

The Peeker sgees all, knows all, and tells all.

One night about eleven O'clock Mrs. B. and Beth were all alone
when they heard a loud knock at the door. "Who is it%?" agked Mrs. B.
"Policeman Jones," came a rough masculine voice. "What do you want?"
asked Mrs., B., and her voice didn't sound like rippling waters .either.
"T4's your husband," hollered the cop. "A big steam roller just ran over
him." "Well, don't just stand there talking," commanded Mrs, B, 'Slide
him under the door.” , o

"My goodness, Sunday School again," grumbled Buddy Turner. "I
bet. Pop never went to Sunday School when he was a kid." "He went every
Sunday," his mother answered him.. "0. K. agreed Buddy reluctantly,
thut I bet it won't do me any good either.”
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DAFFINITIONS:
Rush hour — That hour during which traffic is almost at a standstill.
A matron -~ A young girl gone to wailst.
Sign on a garbage truck - "Used vitamin Dept."

Professor BonDurant to Professor Turner - "Radio programs are
ruining this college. Evexytime one of my Gospels pupils answers a
"guestion, he wants to-get paid for it."

It's better to go broke than never to have loved at all, eh, Chas?

Boys flying kites haul in their white-winged birds:
You can't do that when you'me Tlying words.
Careful with fire is good advice we know;

Careful with words is ten times doubly so.

Thoughts wnexpressed sometimes fall back dead:

But God himself can't kill them once they're said.

T1lse Mohorn once went to the Brown Derby and was having a good
time watching the celebrities. After a while she caught sight of Bing Crosby
and she stared at him so intently that he finally nodded to her. "Isn't
that odd" she exolaimed to ‘the waiter. "I‘ve seen so many pilctures of
hig, he thinks he knows me." ' .
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THE EPSILON PIL CHI PEEKER

ifay 30, 1949
"IHE PEEKER"

This is the highést learning, The hardest and the best--
From self to keep still turning and honor all the rest.

1f one should bresk the letter, Yea, spirit of command,
Think not that thou art better; Thou may'st not always stand!

We all are weak--but weaker hold no one than thouw art;
Then, as thou growest meeker, Higher will go thy heart.

% ¥ K X R

The first year of Roanoke Bible College has come to a close. ¥Yor
all of us it hag been a happy and glorious year. HNever again will we be
able to capture exactly such a feeling of contentment and happiness as that
which we have shared together this year. There will be other happy ones,
full of memories, the Lord willing; but the first year will always have a
special place in‘our hearts.

Qur memory carries us back to that first day, when we came together--
strangers. After the introductions were made we.set in to organize our
gsociety. Then came our first program. It wasn't too much in the way of
entertainment, but we were proud of it. Ouxr memory guides us back to
"Sneak Day," a day when the student body sneaks away early in the morning
and the faculty finds empty classroomg, with only a note telling where we
are going. This year we sneaked away to City Park in Norfolk and the
faculty joined us there later. We played soft ball, and watched the monkeys,
or else they watched us. We are not sure which! The following night brought
forth linament, rubbing alcohol, or any thing the medicine cabinet might
hold for sore and aching muscles.

Then came Hallowe'en. We pleanned a party--spooks and all. It
was g scream. Don't you remember Mrs. Stallings asking "Oh great white
goblin, vhat have I done?" Fun wasn't it?

Just before Christmas the Glee Club presenteéd a series of Christmas
programs at churches throughout Eastern North Carolina. Then came mid-
term exsms. It came in the month of January, but it sure reminded me of
Fall, because the leaves really began to turn. Of course, I mean the
leaves of the textbooks! The question of the hour was, "Do you think you
pasged?" And we did! The opportunities we had during the school ye:
to meet other people were really wonderful experiences for all of us.
Meeting people-—visiting places--and singing the wonderful hymns of . ise
to our Heavenly Father were gll worth ocur itime and effort put forth .-
preparing programs to take to other churches.

Now the year is over, and we are about to embark on the voyage of
summer vacation, Behind us are happy memories for all and these memories
are sometimes so tender that tears cammot be forced back. But we should
not .continue to look back, but look forward for therein lies our goal.
Ahead lies years and years of happy fellowship, yeaxrg of toil for the
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Master and, that promise of & heavenly reward given us by the Master when
he said "I go to prepare a place for you."

As the close of this school year comes around, we are reminded
of the many good friends we have made during this time. It is indeed
fitting that we say to every one who has been so kind teo us, "Thank you."
We do truly appreciate all the many, many things, both smali and large,
that have helped to maske our first year ai Roanoke Bible College a very
happy, successful one. Among the special kindnesses shown are the many,
many thousands of cubes of ice that Mrs., Annie Basnight has given to us in
order that we might have a cool drink of water or a glass of tea. And
also for the lovely flowers she so graciously gave to keep our classroons
fragrant. It would take all night to list all the things Mrs. Amnie, and
Mr. and Mrs. Trammie Crank have done for ug. So to them we say, "Thankg.!

We might alsgo add to the list of ice donors, Mr., and Mreg. Stallings.
And also for their goodness in letting ve use their market refrigersior
when needed. And thanks to Mr. Stallings for the many times he had to
leave his dinmer table to open his store %0 let us have a Jar of mayonmaise
or scmething we had forgottun. So to you, Mv. and Mvs. Staliings, we say
- "hank you." . .

To Mr, and Mrs., Owney, we owe a number of "Thank you's" for all
you have done for us thig past year. We have learned to love you and
deeply appreciate all the good deeds you have done for us. We will be
looking forward to next year and coming to your house for "Sunday dinner."

To all.the others wao have helpeéed make this year so successful,
to Bill Cullipher for his help in emergencies such as frozen water pipes;
to ¥Mr. Podrey for the uge of the pilanc during the past year; and to all
thoge who are too numercus to menition, our hats go off to you and we say
God bless you and thank you.

To our faculty who have go patiently stood by us during thick and
thin, during all the ignorances of we freshmen, we gratefully thank you.
To you whe made us burn the midnight cil, to you who made us labor and
toil, we do, fromthe bottom of cur hearts, say "Thank you for your
patience, your faithful ingtruction given us, and may God blesg all of
you."

To our beloved President and his wife, we stand with bowed heads
before you, because words.camnot express our love for both of you, and ouvzx
appreciation for all you have done for us as individuals, as class-room
groups, as a school bedy. To you we say "Thank you" for all the many
sacrifices you have made to make this school year possible for us. To
you, who in your tireless effort to train us, we truly say "Thank you.™
Someone asked the guestion a few days ago,. "Where does Mr, BonDurant zet
the strength to keep going continually without breaking?" In answer to
that question my friend, I would say to go to the Scriptures and you will
find the answer. "As thy days so shall thy strengih be."™ May God shower
Hig richest blessings on you, Mr. and Mrs. B.

And to Thee, O Christ, ﬁe pray that thou wilt make us worthy of all
thesé many bless;ngs.- Guide us, protect us, and save us.



