
READ AND 
UNDERSTAND
THE BIBLE

A simple guide to understanding more of what you read.

 

In this article, let’s look at what some scholars call “Covenant Context.” This has to do with
historical context. There are numerous covenants in the Bible. Let’s look at three, the
understanding of which can help us interpret Scripture.

1. Covenant with Noah. We might say that biblical history begins with creation and extends
through the first-century AD. Genesis 1–11 deals with God’s relationship to all of mankind. The
first named covenant was with Noah (Genesis 6:18–21) and is supplemented after the flood
(Genesis 9:8–17). 
2. Covenant with Abraham. The history of Israel has its roots in the Lord’s covenant with
Abraham (Genesis 15:21). Abraham’s descendants become a people, and after the exile, at the
foot of Mount Sinai, the Lord gives the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1–17) and thereafter
the “Book of the Covenant” (Exodus 21:1–23:33; 24:7). After Moses read it to the people, they
officially ratified it (Exodus 24:1–7). This momentous event is the beginning of the Mosaic
Covenant. 
3. Covenant with Israel. Even during the Mosaic Covenant period, however, God predicted that
he would institute a new covenant that would once again reconcile all mankind to himself,
both Jews and Gentiles (Jeremiah 31:31–34; Joel 2:28–32). That New Covenant begins on the
Day of Pentecost in Acts 2 (see verses 17–21 and Hebrews 8:8–13). This New Covenant is the
final one until Jesus’ return (Hebrews 1:1–2).
 

In the next article, we will see three ways in which understanding covenants improves our
understanding of Scripture.
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Congratulations, you are 50% through this study!
How are you doing? Keep going, its worth it!


